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The Kanas.a magical and appealing place for ages,is an enchanting Mongolianname

which means”beautiful and mysterious
The Kanas or Hanas.located in the territory of Burqin County.central part

of the Altay Mountains.is a statelevel natutal reserve and the most distinctivenatural land
scape zone,with an area of 2,000 sq.kilometers
It borders on Mongolia,Russia and Kazakhstan.at longitude 86'54"-87'54"east and
49'1 1" north.like a feather tail stuck up-at the north-west corner of rooster-

latitude 48'75"-
shaped China's domain.
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In terms of science and humanity.the Kanas is China's only extension forthe Sibe-
rian Taiga Forest.the only Palaearctic Euro-Siberian wildlife distribution region in China.the
only place of origin for the biggest tributary of the Ertix River in the river system of the
Arctic Ocean.an important ecological areato check the northward movement of the
Gurbantunggut Desert.and also the only compact community. for the Tuwa tribe.Mongolian

nationality.
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The Kanas has a unique geographic position.favorable natural conditionand strange
biological composition.The region.as a rare typical area with European ecological system
in China.shapes a lot of peculiar and splendid biologicaland geographical
phenomena.featured by undulating hills.continuous ice-capped peaks.criss-crossing ra-

vines and gullies.dense forest and a great disparity insuperelevation.
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The Kanas .in many people's mind.simply means the Kanas Lake . where aboveis
the blue sky.dotted with elegant white cloud:below is a pool of green water.as limpid as a
mirror:around are grand glaciers.pure white snow.lush forest.luxuriant pasture and gur-
gling streams.adding radiance and beauty to each other asif they were dissolved®into one
body.So one can't help feeling excited at sucha marvelous sight.

Mr.Qian Wei-chang.a famous Chinese scholar once spoke highly of the Kanas by

saying,"Here is the only Swiss Lanscape in Asia".
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The Kanas is situated in the cool temperature zone.The long winter season lasts
seven months:spring and autumn link up without clear summar all the year round and
frost-free period reaches 80-108 days.From early June to Mid-October each year.the cli-
mate here is pleasant:the moon is clear and the sun issunny:the mean temperature is around
16'C.with relative humidity of 63% even in the hottest month of July.Being located in the
heartland of Euro-asian continent.far from seas.with rich heat and light resources.the place
is endowed with theclimatic feature of warm spring.autumn and mild winter.The rainfall
is ample,with an annual precipitation of 1,000 mm or so as a result of the incessant in-
vasion of the warm and humid air mass in the west air-current from the AtlanticOcean.The

moisture passage creates the moistest green land in Xinjiang.where thecontent of negative

oxygen ion is very high and quite suitable for recuperationor vacation.It is both a summar

resort and tourist scenic spot.
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The Kanas is located at the top part of the Altay Mountains.in which the massives
are huge and cuts are sharp.Quite a few parallel block mountains ,in tramontane basins
and valleys join here.There exists a great disparity in var-ied topography and landforms.The
climate.soil and living things are vertically distributed in a sharp contour.It is the most
complete vertical natural belt inthe world and biological diversity shows its best here.From
the altitude of over4.000 meters down to the low hilly-land are permanent snow-accumu-
lated zone.alpine tundra zone with sparse moss plant.alpine meadow zone,sub-alpine
meadow zone.dominated by alpine bushwood plant.forest-pasture zone.including moun-
tain coniferous forest region.mountain broad-leaved forest and mountain meadow-past-
ure region alive with Siberian larch,Korean pine.spruce.interspersed with birch.elm and
poplar.low-hilly land and mountain marshland as well as canyons eroded and cut by rush-
ing water,with vegetation of bushwood at the low-hilly pasture and acquatic vegetation.The
landscapes vary with natural belts and all shades ofhue become clear.One cannot but praise

such a natural wonder.
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The virgin forest is a mountain forest of southern taiga type in Siberia.mainly com-
prising tall and straight larch.vigorous five-leaved pine.tower-shapedspruce and elegant
fir.Of which Xinjiang's five-leaved pine and fir are rare plants unique in this
place Besides.there are also European Rhogogaster.Siberian juniper berry.square-branch
Altay cypress and valley birch.jointly composing a peculiar forest flora and a typical flora
of fully presenting European ecological system in our country as well.

Here is the region with the largest variety of plant in the pasturelandof China's cool
temperature zone.At present.there are plants of 83 families.298genuses and 798 Kinds

known to us
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Because of sufficient moisture.higher humidity in the air and dead branches and
fallen leaves fall here and there.the region has a higher content of organic soil.agreat va-
riety of fungi and rich resources.After initial appraisal.the region has been found to have
99 kinds of fungi.of which medicinal ones.such as:Cordyceps.Ganoderma Lucidum in
flat head and coniferopsida Ganoderma Lucidum etc.amount to 43 kinds.
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