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Abstract

The School of thoughts advocated by Yan Yuan and Li Gong
enjoys uniqueness in the history of Chinese thoughts. It came into
being at the end of the Ming Dynasty and the beginning of the
Qing Dynasty, a period which was characterized by self-criticism.
On the basis of liquidating and criticizing the others’ thoughts,
Yan Yuan, as an enlightenment scholar, has initiated a frame-
work advocating the utilitarian principle which puts the worldly
pursuits at the forefront. This framework has reached the peak of
the utilitarianism in ancient China, and has exerted deep influ-
ences on the initial period of modern China. Li Gong, one of Yan
Yuan’s disciples, has made a great contribution in disseminating
and practicing the Yan School’s ideas. Following a comprehensive
and detailed anatomy of the Li Gong’s thoughts, the book has par-
ticularly singled out a chapter to make a comparison of Yan Yuan
and Li Gong with respect to their personalities and academic pur-
suits. The Yan-Li School relies too much on perceptive experi-
ences and thus is flawed by its ignorance of abstract reasoning.
This is illustrated at an adequate degree in the book. Yan Yuan’s
aspiration for the merriments sought by Confucius and Yanhui in
China’s pre-Qin period as well as Yan and Li’s saint-worshiping
complex, which the former studies have seldom addressed, is ac-
corded with unique interpretations in this book. This book is an
attempt to merge the achievements of the previous studies con-

cerned with the subject and the original viewpoints into a whole.
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