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PREFACE

Home is a unique place for Chinese people. It is not only a resting place for the
tired body, but also a harbor for a wandering heart. With the rapid economic
development of China, real estate is no doubt a leading industry well ahead of other
industries, and it therefore stimulates the accompanying residential landscape design
industry.

However, the residential landscape design industry around China is more or less
shrouded in blindness and duplication. Firstly, most of the designers focus too
much on style and grade. They pursue high-end, luxurious and impressive manner
unilaterally while neglecting the organic integration of landscapes within the local
nature, history and culture. Large antique gardens and luxurious Roman pillars are
commonly seen. They are flashy but not practical and fail to give residents a sense
of belonging and home-like feel in their own residential environment. Secondly,
the landscape design concept of the designers cannot incorporate the construction
planning. Usually, the landscape design is simply about planting trees and flowers
and building pavilions and often begins after the construction design is done. In fact,
this kind of design cannot fulfill the landscape's key role played in construction. As a
harmonious whole, landscape and construction belong to the same environmental
design field. Without communication, the relationship of the two will be broken
down, which might bring disharmony to the overall space. Thirdly, many designers
are paying too much attention to self design, even at the expense of sacrificing the
existing ecological environment, for getting the beauty of artificial landscape. Lifeless
items such as pavilions and rockeries push the hard landscape and soft landscape
out of balance. It definitely does more harm than good. As a result of the excessive
pursuit of hard landscape, people cannot get the desired natural environment as well
as the quiet and comfortable atmosphere.

Nowadays, longing for green is an irreversible development trend. Living
environment should first provide a green feel instead of a large paving area. People
wish for projects surrounded by green fields rather than poor green sites. Thus,
foreign designers have already put their emphasis on the combination of nature
and ecology. As the owners request, designers take local topography, climate, plants
and other natural features into consideration, and then create unique landscapes by
utilizing nature. In this way, they meet the demands of owners, show their respect to
nature and achieve enjoyment of the beauty of the poetic dwelling.

The majority of the projects in the book are private residential landscapes in various
styles including European formal style, rural and pastoral style, oriental Zen style,
tropical feel, wild nature style, ecology-friendly style, modern simplicity, classical
elegance and fusion style. All of the designs present a balance between the owners'
thoughts, interests, personalities and designers' professional ability, while at the
same time bringing out harmony between human and nature. With elaborated high-
resolution pictures and rigorous but poetic text, the book provides readers with
innovation, intention, wisdom and aesthetic of the top designers. Sincerely hope this
book will make a contribution to the Chinese landscape industry, and people can
really start enjoying "dwelling in nature”.

Hong Kong Architecture Science Press Editorial Board
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Neo-classicism is a diversified way of thinking. It retains both traditional historical elements
and cultural factors. By simplifying miscellaneous carving and utilizing modern materials,
neo-classicism abandons over complex patterns and decorations, showcasing a new style of
classicality and simplicity.
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Site Area: 4,046.9 m?
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Dunbier Garden

Design Company: Scott Brown Landscape Design
Location: Mornington Peninsula, Victoria, Australia

Photographer: Patrick Redmond
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Terrain: Beach Slope
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From a commanding position, this dramatic residence on the Mornington Peninsula
overlooks Port Phillip Bay, with distant views of the City, as well as the heads. Most of
the outdoor space lies in front of the home, with the gently rolling lawns and some
garden forming a "door mat" to this view.

Russell and Kay wanted a swimming pool and Alfresco dining room to complete the
picture. The requirements for the dining room were particularly critical as the existing
residence has its kitchen upstairs. The visual style was left up to me...it went without
saying that the pool, Alfresco dining room and kitchen, and the surrounding precinct
needed to blend with the home and its existing setting, whilst preserving the amazing
views. As Russell and Kay both know well, my aim in this case was to create a space
where the line between the old and the new would be largely invisible...as if the entire
outdoor space including the pool and Alfresco room was created simultaneously with
the house.
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Initial considerations had to deal with the prevailing weather, particularly south-west winds and sea breezes as well as the passage of the
sun. The site's magnificent vistas also meant some dlimatic exposure and these issues had to be managed to enable the finished spaces
to be enjoyed and used without the family being held to ransom by Melboume's fickle weather.

The angles of the home have been used to drive the design. By aligning the pool's axis with that of the main spine of the home, both
the home and pool look as though they are related, as if they are part of the same picture. This underscores the physical and visual
relationship between the pool and the home.
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