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A Brief Introduction

The 17" century was an age encountered with great social
change. Xu Hongzu ( Xiake) was a time forerunner in the last
years of Ming Dynasty, an outstanding traveling explorer, geogra-
pher, writer, great patriot and historical and cultural man. The
Travels of Xu Xiake is the cultural treasure of the Chinese nation,
an important scientific monumental work in the history of culture
and scientific and technological development both home and
abroad. Xu Xiake and his travels had profound influence on the
later ages and generations. The study of Xu Xiake and his travels
is lasting and unfading. In light of new concepts, broad visual
field, unique point of view, and based on the verification and dis-
tinguishing of historical facts, the authors made an overall study
of Xu Xiake in a way of critical biography, revealing a common
but great image of creative, truth-seeking and pragmatic, forti-
tude, selfless dedication; demonstrating Xu Xiake’s scientific at-
tainments and major achievements; opening out the complicated
course of his mind and mood; analyzing the origin and character-
istics of his deep thoughts; depicting the historical status of Xu
Xiake and his travels in the history of ideology, culture and scien-
tific and technological development. The orientation, thinking
and grand spirits established by Xu Xiake is everlasting. Xu
Xiake and his travels belong to China and the whole world as
well.

This book extends some latest achievements on the study of
Xu Xiake and his travels by the authors. And they are unique ex-
perience.



A CRITICAL
BIOGRAPHY OF
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CONTENTS

Chapter 1 Introduction
I Historical review of studying and appraising Xu Xia —

ke
I Significance of studying and appraising Xu Xia — ke

Chapter 2  Historical background of fostering the “time
forerunner”
I  Great social change in west Europe
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