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The Art of Seal Engraving @
The Mystery of Seal Engraving

Abstract

ver since the ancient times, Chinese have used seals as identification. Seals became the symbol of social status.

The earlier seals were mainly made of metal and jade which were hard for the literati to engrave; accordingly,

their seals were mostly made by craftsmen. It was not until the later years of Yuan dynasty when Wang Mian
began to use the soft stone produced at Mount Bao Hua in Tien Tai county of Che Giang province for seal making that
inaugurated the trend for the literati to make their own seals. This breakthrough of applying new materials brought new
progress to the art of seal engraving which gradually developed into an independent art category.

In the past five to six decades, the development of the art of seal engraving in Taiwan was closely related to that in
Mainland China. Since the later years of Ming dynasty and the beginning of Ching dynasty, the mainland immigrants had
contributed to developing Taiwan and introducing traditional Chinese culture into the island, which cultivated a multitude of
talented artists, and added glory to the literary history of Taiwan. However, while there had be:e,n impressive achievements
on the arts of ink painting and calligraphy, the art of seal engraving was basically disregarded apd devoid of remgrkable
achievement. Although a group of intellectuals had engaged in seal making, the general development of the art wgs limit-
ed due to the lack of instruction. After the restoration of Taiwan, numerous Mainland intellectuals came to the island,
breathing new cultural vitality into the literary circle of Taiwan. Among:the intellectuals, there were those seal engravers
who had acquainted themselves with classic poetry and the art of calligraphy and seal engraving in the school days. They
together established the trend of seal engraving which was based on tradition, laying foundation for the development of
seal engraving in Taiwan, and paving the way for subsequent engravers to follow as they provide fresh ideas for the art in
Taiwan. '

This is the first volume of The Art of Seal Engraving of the series of The Prominent Categories of Taiwanese Art. It traces
the earlier history of seal engraving, and examines how the immigrant seal engravers contributed to the growth and pros-
perity of the art of seal engraving in Taiwan through individual cultivation. It divides the nearly sixty years of development
of seal engraving in Taiwan into three periods: 1) The Pioneering Period, of which the general development of Taiwan Seal
Association, the first seal organization formed after the Restoration of Taiwan, is delineated; 2) The Development Period,
the focus of which is on the establishment of Hai Giao Seal Club and its far-reaching influences on the development of
seal engraving in Taiwan; and 3) The Prosperity Period, regarding which an introduction of the founding of ROC Seal
Cutting Society, which was _organized in accordance with the trend of the time, is offered. Developed on the basis of Hai
Giao Seal Club, the ROC _Seal Cutting Society continued to promote the art of seal engraving. It has vitalized the seal
world in Taiwan, and brought a deeper understanding and attraction to the public.

This volume also offers an introduction to nine seal engravers, including Tsieng Shao-gie, Wang Chuang-wei, Tao
Shou-bo, Kao Bai-shi, Chang Chi-an, Wang Wang-suen, Chen Dan-Cheng, Lin Tian-yi and Zen Gian-chi, expatiating on
the artistic development, seal engraving styles, achievements, and contributions to the cultivation of seal making of the key
figures in the advancement of seal art in Taiwan.

Indisputably, due to the general social change in recent decades, seal engraving has become less popular, and some
of the seal engravers gradually place more emphasis on external beauty than on aesthetic depth of seals. It is especially
meaningful at this moment to review the first generation of seal masters, to examine how they transformed their rich clas-

sic learning into the exemplary style of seal engraving which is highly elegant and intellectually sophisticated.
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