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THE JOY OF COLORS:
INSECTS, BIRDS, AND
FISHES OF

LU CHINGYUAN

The insects, birds, and fishes are only small creatures in
nature, yet they manifest the ever-lasting forces of the
cosmos. It is through capturing the vitality revealed in these
tiny creatures that the artist, Lu Ch'ing-yuan, expresses his
acute sense of the passing time.

It is, however, not an easy task to express the abundance
of nature through these tiny but concrete living things, or
through the construction of brushwork on a two dimensional
plane. Lu, who aims at harmony both among local details
and in overall atmosphere, is capable of balancing the main
objects with the foil. On the other hand, he also has a sensi-
tive eye for leaving blankness to interplay with colors and
brushwork.

Nature displays changing complexity of colors. Painting is
after all a human attempt to revive the beauty of nature in
an artificial means. This is why a painting that emerges from
nature is at the same time different from nature. In terms
of colors, Lu often emphasizes contrast to highlight the
theme. But what is special about the delicate contrast of his
painting is the coordination of the colors. Sometimes his
painting is meticulous with bright and gorgeous colors,
sometimes freshly peaceful and soothingly inspiring.

In principle, the forms of insects, birds, and fishes are fairly
simple. Though simple as they are, the aesthetics is endur-
ing. Among these subjects, Lu'’s birds alighting on a bough
draws most admiration. The bird’s twittering seems to flow-
ing through the picture plane and fills in the real air to
imburse us with a paradise song. The inviting vastness of
Utopian world is one of Lu’s hallmarks of artistic
achievements.

With a brush in hand, Lu takes us into wonders of colors
and forms, and inspires us to experience the changing
phenomena of the seasons, the rhythm of the pulse of
living nature, and to contemplate the mystery of life. Cosmos
is embodied in his brush.

Huang Po-ping
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® SREETE  HIFE Bee

#EHFIEE The Fragile Beauty

Bee:
I. The upper row shows the back view of a flying bee.

1

2.

3.
4,

Draw the head with red ochre, the eyes with dark ink.
Paint the abdomen with creamy yellow and vermilion with the
value toning down toward the joint of the head and the body.
Paint the stripes on the abdomen with dark ink.

Dip a small ju-i brush into light ink and flatten the hair to render
the wings. Take care that the wings must appear transparent.

5. Draw the legs and the feelers with dark ink.

. The lower row is the front view of a flying bee.
. & 2. Follow the same procedure as described above
. Paint the stripes on the abdomen. Pay attention to the dif-

ference from the back view.

. Paint the wings as the way described in 1-4.
. Draw the legs with dark ink. The legs seen from below are

different from those from above. Distinguish the difference.
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Bee at Rest:
1. Paint the head and the chest with red ochre and ink.
2. Paint creamy yellow and vermilion to the abdomen: ink to
the stripes of the abdomen.
3. Light ink for the wings.
4. Thick and dark ink for the legs. Render the legs energetically
to express the inherent movement of the posture. The joints
of the legs must be rendered clearly.
5. Employ different postures and grouping in the composition.
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FIRFAFRKS Mighty Spring
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Wasp, of the same species as the bee, has six legs, four
wings, and a distinctive structure of head, chest, and

abdomen. Chinese has always used the narrow waist of the wasp LU M_a; B oA -
to describe the slender carriage of a young lady. HME - RS W]
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Wasp:

I. The first row is the wasp at rest.

1. Draw the head as a dot with dark ink.

2. Draw the chest with dark ink too.

3. Continue to draw the waist with dark ink; vermilion for the
abdomen. Limn the stripes on the abdomen with ink lines and
apply creamy yellow between the stripes.

4. Paint the wings with light ink.

5. Use dark ink to draw the legs energetically. Watch for the
number of the legs. The number can not exceed six. Fewer
are acceptable, on account of the perspective.

II. The second row is the wasp at flight.

The procedure is similar to that of “I"" with the exception of the

legs. The legs of a flying wasp decline. The coloration is optional

on account of the desired effect of the whole painting.

HEIE—IH A Glimpse



