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Preface

The strong belief in goddess Matsu in Taiwan is a special cultural phenomenon. In comparison
of other gods or goddesses, Matsu is the most popular one in local religion. The number of
believers, amount of resources, and even the number temples worshipping Matsu are the most.
These advantages allow people wishing to build a temple for the goddess always to call the
best masons and artists to build a Matsu temple containing the finest folk arts of Taiwan. The
development of Matsu temples is a history of the belief, from modesty to splendor, from
simplicity to brilliance, from austerity to diversity, witnessing how early immigrants cultivated
Taiwan from poverty and made their homes on this land. To people in Taiwan, Matsu is less a
superstition than a kind of profound belief. “Crazy about Matsu in March”- the procession of
Matsu is characteristic cultural event in Taiwan. Though computerization is the mainstream of
modern society, the tradition of Matsu procession remains its importance, which could be a life
inspiration and a display of essence and vigor to the believers.

With strong support of public policy, the Matsu belief has become an internationally well-known
cultural feature of Taiwan, and the Discovery Channel considers the Matsu procession is one
the most significant religious event in the world. Every year with the procession of Dajia Matsu,
local culture has successfully been promoted worldwide, and related cultural industry is fully
expanded. We would like to see that Taiwan’s Matsu Culture is promoted for not only local
economic development but also the elevation of our lives to a happier, more joyous and
beautiful Taiwan.

To value the significance of Matsu belief in Taiwan, the National Museum of History has held
The Cultural Exhibition of Taiwan’s Goddess Matsu from February 22" to March 23, 2008. The
exhibition showed fine religious artifacts of Matsu belief offered by 17 Matsu temples under the
Taiwan Matsu Culture United Association. Together also with the animated motion picture,
Legend of the Sea-Matsu, produced by Chinese Cartoon Production Co., Ltd., vividly showing
the influences of Matsu belief on various aspects of our daily life. This catalogue includes both
selected exhibits and archival, and | sincerely hope with this publication, the public will be able
to have a more in-depth understanding toward the important cultural trait of Matsu belief.

Huang, Yung-Chuan

Director, National Museum of History
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