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Preface

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters is a textbook in two volumes designed for
beginners of Chinese coming from a non-Chinese background. Each of its lessons contains
five sections: “Interesting Chinese characters”, “I can recognize”, “I can read”, “I can
write” and “Let’s go over the lesson! ”. After going through this program of systematic
and effective study, students will be able to read and write around 700 commonly used
Chinese characters.

Character study in Chinese is indispensable, and to an extent it helps improve a
student’s spoken ability. Most students of Chinese are traditionally scared and intimidated
by Chinese characters, so this textbook makes great efforts to rid learners of this fear and
embrace character learning.

With its systematic and focused content, this textbook introduces relevant knowledge
of Chinese characters, and progressively guides students through the study of strokes, the
order of strokes, radicals and characters, while constantly emphasizing their
interconnectedness. For example, when learning the radical 4, characters containing this
radical such as 4%, ¥, % and % are simultaneously introduced. This method of easy
classification maximizes study efficiency.

Students are enabled to learn in a logical and progressive way, starting from
“Interesting Chinese characters” which details information about Chinese characters. From
there they move on to  “I can recognize”, where they can gain a general knowledge of the
characters and obtain an overall sense of their pronunciation, form and meaning. In “I
can read”, students will learn the correct pronunciation of the characters used in each
lesson, and “I can write” teaches students how to write out the characters. In the final
section, “Let’s go over the.lesson! ”, they can check to see if they have really grasped the
characters introduced in the lesson. This framework helps students study in a logical and
progressive way.

The method of combining pictures and characters makes the learning experience
simple and fun. Most of the characters in the book are accompanied by vivid pictures
which show their meanings, and thus enable students to master them as quickly as
possible. For some other characters, the method of character combining is used to deepen

their memory of the form of the character.



With this topic based approach, learners can master Chinese characters as well as
spoken language. In each lesson, students will learn the topic related characters, practice
forming these words and then learn how to use them to communicate in daily life. This can

help them to grasp both the characters and their oral usage.

Compiler
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aracters ( 1 ) Unit One
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Left-falling stroke ' '
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| can read
r yue shul
1. H 2. A 3. K
sun moon water
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Let’s go over the lesson.
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Write the strokes
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Two people in a pair, one speaks the Chinese characters, and the other
finds the matching pictures, then they exchange roles to find out who is the

fastest, and most accurate.
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Interesting Chinese characters

Basic strokes of Chinese chéracters 2

Dot stroke

F - N -

Fr(BEHr) zhé (héng zhé)

Turning stroke

Horizontal hook stroke

Vertical turning stroke
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E mu  eye
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i e
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