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Abstract

Ancient Chinese society is a secular society, and it's a typical ethical
society. Ethical spirit is the essence of Chinese traditional culture.
And Chinese traditional Architecture is an architecture system, which
has a distinctive style, a widespread and profound influence, and lasts a
long time. As the specific expression and the material carrier of Chinese
traditional culture, from the overall to the details, Chinese traditional
architecture contains a deep and profound ethical spirit, which has a
deep influence on the mode of expression and development of Chinese
traditional architecture. So we can say, Chinese traditional Architecture
is a monument of ancient Chinese secular scoiety. This paper raises four
theoretical aspects such as politics, society, life and eoclogy, to develop
the system of the ethical spirit of Chinese traditional architecture. On one
side, this paper combines the studies on Chinese traditional architecture
and Chinese traditional culture to a new question for study, which enriches
and enlarges the theoretical studies on Chinese architectural history
and Chinese traditional culture. On another side, it helps to understand
the close relation between Chinese traditional architecture and the
culture, psychology and character of the Chinese nation, so it helps us to
understand the life conditions of Chinese traditional architecture and find
a suitable road for Chinese traditional architecture now and in the future.

This paper discusses the formation of ancient Chinese ethical society,
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and raises four theoretical aspects such as politics, society, life and
ecology, to develop the system of the ethical spirit of Chinese traditional
architecture, and then to analyse the profound Chinese traditional ethical
spirit of Chinese traditional architectural system in every detail and
particular.

In the first place, this paper discusses the political ethical spirits
of Chinese traditional architecture. It analyses the point view of ancient
Chinese people to take architectural arts as politics, take architectural
science as technology, and take architectural activities as administrative
activities, summarize the institutional spirits of Chinese traditional
architecture. Moreover, it analyses the spirits of order of the architectural
space such as settlements, cities and dwellings, and the class relations
between the architectural factors. And, it explains the reason of the
developmental mode of Chinese traditional architecture as “architecture
without architect” and “supreme stable structure” .

In the second place, this paper discusses the social ethical spirits
of Chinese traditional architecture. It analyses the different types and
rich intention of the architecture of etiquette, shows the phenomenon
of the secularization of religious architecture and religious activities,
and discusses the secular spirits of Chinese traditional architecture.
Furthermore, this paper points out that Chinese traditional residential
architecture has a culture of etiquette and harmony, and expresses the
humanism spirits of Chinese traditional architecture.

In the third place, this paper discusses the life ethical spirits of
Chinese traditional architecture. Chinese traditional architecture expresses
the subjective spirits by personalizing and symbolizing the architectural
factors. At the same time, the form of expression as blending and mixing,

and the aesthetic ideals of the combination between architectural arts and
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arts of literature and poems, shows the self-identification spirits of Chinese
traditional architecture. This paper emphasizes the characteristics of YIN,
YOU and LE of Chinese classical garden to raise the self-transcendence
spirits of Chinese traditional architecture. The liberalism spirits consists of
the self-identification spirits and the self-transcendence spirits.

At last, this paper discusses the ecological ethical spirits of Chinese
traditional architecture. “The theory that man is an integral part of
nature” is an ancient Chinese philosophical concept. The formation of the
world outlook, naturalism and axiology of architectural ecology based on
this theory.

In order to develop a theoretical system of the ethical spirits of
Chinese traditional architecture, this paper uses different research
methods, such as the methods of typology, philosophical hermeneutic,
comparison, case—analyze and so on. It helps us to expand the research
fields of some subjects, for example architecture history and theory and
philosophy. This study reaps first fruits on the fields of architecture history
and theory, architecture culture, architecture ethics and architecture

philosophy.
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