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Abstract

The year 2011 marks the beginning of China’s implementation of the 12th Five-
Year Plan; it is also the most valuable year for Annual Report on Urban Competitiveness.
This annual report has the theme of “Competitiveness: Decade of Persevering Efforts” ,
which is the summary and review of the glory and hardship of urban development over
the decade. Annual Report on Urban Competitiveness ( No. 10) firstly summarizes the latest
changes of China’s urban competitiveness in 2011. Then based on the “Decade Reviews
of General Situation” , “Decade Reviews of Regional Development” , “Decade Reviews
of Classified Competitiveness” and “Decade Reviews of Thematic Evolution”, we
review the patterns and changes of China urban competitiveness from 2002 to 2011,
which main topicis the overall rise of the China cities in the past ten years. Coastal cities
maintain the pioneering status, while inland cities rise rapidly; especially the regional
centersbecome the most sparkling star of development; while partial regions start to
differentiate more seriously. This report uses decade of accurate data and various
econometric methods, summarizes in a concise and extracted way, conducts research on
China urban development, and achieves important research findings. Great changes have
taken in the factors of urban competitiveness, talent and government management, as
well as technological contribution are becoming increasingly important, inverted U-
shaped curve of the environmentand income emerges in cities. Industrial structure
adjustment can promote the economic growth rate, but the mechanism on the economic
growth improving the industrial structure has not been formed completely. These
important and profound views are the brightest spot of the report. Meanwhile, there are
still some problems of urban development over ten years. Curbing housing prices,
improving city environment, calling on moral and culturalreconstruction, promoting
growth mode transformation remain as the crucial issues. Only by sustainable
development and new path of urbanization could a city improve and maintain its

permanent competitiveness in the long run.
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