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PREFACE

The International Symposium on Historical Archives of Pre-1949 Christian
Higher Education in China was held at Chung Chi College, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong on 9 —11 December 1993. There were 65
participants coming from the United States, Canada, China, Taiwan and Hong
Kong. More than 40 papers were presented, most of them were reports of the
recent re-discovery of and the present situations of the existing Christain
colleges archives, plus further discussions on the relevance of such archives to
the study of the history of Christian missions in China and of the development
of modern education in China. The materials are so valuable that we decided to
have the papers published in the present form.

The study of the history of Christian colleges in China was sparkled in
1987 from the conference held at Sichuan University, which was partly initiated
by Professor Arthur Waldron, then Professor at Princeton University, under a
project on Sino-Western Universities in Chinese Society, sponsored by the
Henry Luce Foundation. Since then, historical research on Christian higher
education in China has been receiving much attention. In the past six years,
international conferences and workshops were held in China, Taiwan and USA
such as in Wuhan (1989), Nanjing (1990), Taiwan (1990) and New Haven
(1990, 1991). Chinese and Western scholars, from within China and from
overseas, became more alert to the issues on historical archives of the Christian
colleges, those kept in the United States as well as those remained in China.
These valuable materials were reckoned as a pre-requisite to any attempt of
serious, objective and scientific study of the Christian colleges. Thus, the
conference held in Hong Kong (1993) served as a channel for scholars to update
information about the existing archives, inside as well as outside China, and to
cultivate further co-operative work among scholars in the coming years.

The essays collected here are grouped into four sections. Section One is
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an introductory essay by the editor which gives a comprehensive report and
review of the significant happenings in the field and the current understanding
of the whereabouts of Christian colleges archives in China.

Section Two consists of regional reports grouped under the following sub-
headings: North China, East China, Central and West China, South China, Hong
Kong and Taiwan, and Other Countries. The main objectives of the reports are
to help scholars to locate the existing archives and be informed of the present
conditions of those archives, e.g. how they are catalogued and stored. Some
reports are focused on regional study, some on individual Christian colleges,
some on individual institutions such as The Second Historical Archives of
China and Shanghai Municipal Archives.

Section Three are selected essays including Professor Gao Shi-liang’s “T
he Value of the Archives of Christian Colleges and the Study of the History of
Modern Education in China”; Professor Zhang Kai-yuan’s “The Future of
Scholarly Research on the Archives of Christian College in China”; Mr. Huang
Xin-xian’s “The Missionaries and the Modernization of Education in China”;
Miss Zhang Li-ping’s “The Rejection and Adaptation of Christian Universities
to Traditional Chinese Culture: The Case of West China Union University”; Mr.
Wang Xiao-peng’s “The Significance of Archives to the Study of Modern
Education in China: A Case Study of the Educational Thinking of Wu Yi Fang”;
Dr. Lee Chee-kong’s “A Study of the Historical Materials about Christian
Colleges as Recorded in the China Church Year Book (Chinese) 1914 ~ 1936,
Dr. Leung Yuen-sang’s “In Search of the Anglo-Chinese College (ZhongxiShu
yuan) : A Cross-cultural and Multi-archival Endeavour”; Dr. Archie R.
Crouch’s “Administrative and Procedural Requirements of the Publication of a
Guide to Resources of Christian Colleges in China”; and Dr. Jean-Paul Wiest’s
“The Maryknoll China History Project”.

Section Four are the concluding remarks from four of the outstanding
scholars representing the conference participants, namely: Mr. Wang Ren-yuan
(The Second Historical Archives of China), Professor Zhang Kai-yuan
(Huazhong Normal University), Professor Zhang Meng-bai (Suzhou University)
and Professor Jessie G. Lutz (Rutgers University). Mr. Wang spoke especially
as the Deputy Director of The Second Historical Archives of China and was
willing to extend help to all scholars who want to study the Christian colleges
archives there. We are once again assured of the future help and co-operation
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from Chinese scholars and archivists who were present at our December
conference. Hence, the future is bright and full of promises.

In writing this preface, I regret to hear from Fuzhou the news about the
death of Professor Chen Zeng-hui, Emeritus Professor of History at Fujian
Normal University. Professor Chen was graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Fukien Christian University in 1932. He received a Master of Arts
in History and a Bachelor of Divinity degrees from Yenching University before
he began his teaching profession at Fukien Christian University (now called
Fujian Normal University), where he remained a professor until his death.
Professor Chen spent most of his time in Christian colleges in China and is still
remembered as a most respectable historian on Christian missionary work in
China. We are extremely saddened by the loss of our dear friend and it seems
both timely and proper for us to contribute this book in the memory of Professor
Chen.

We are deeply grateful to the United Board for Christian Higher Education
in Asia and the Henry Luce Foundation, Inc. who not only sponsored our
conference held at Chung Chi College last December, but also supported the
publication of the present book. Particular thanks are due to my professor and
colleagues: Dr. Philip Shen, Dr. Chan Chor Choi Alan, Dr. Lee Chi Chung
Archie, Mrs. Leung Au Yeung Siu Kuen Rita who helped to organize the
December conference and brought it to great success. Besides, thanks are due
also to my research assistant, Mr. Pong Kwan Wah, who helped the whole
project from its beginning in September 1992 till the final publication of this
book.

Ng Tze-ming, Peter

Chung Chi College

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
March, 1994
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