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Foreword

During the times before cameras were invented, compiling albums and descriptions was an
important medium to record the images and living customs of national minorities. Among numerous
albums of national minorities compiled in the Qing times, Bolin Tushuo {5 El i proves to be the
most famous and influential in the Dianyi Tus ¥ 5 &l with their special and unique styles. Under the
order of the emperor, Bolin Tushuo was drawn by Bolin {1l (1747-1824) during his tenure of the
governor of Yunnan and Guizhou, but its original has been unknown so far and was even treated as a
lost book by the academic realm.

In the recent few years, scholars found that there still exist some manuscripts of the Bolin
Tushuo, in which the earliest were the manuscripts of Diansheng Yiren Tushuo 7443 A\ and
Diansheng Yudi Tushuo 745 ¥ & completed in the year 1818 and now preserved in the Institute
of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. The former includes 108
colored drawings and a comment of 1848 characters written by Bolin, whereas the latter includes 55
colored maps and descriptions concerning Yunnan Province.

As the historical-ethnological representation images come into being in the middle of the Qing
times, the two albums and descriptions are rare and precious materials for the study of the ethno-
history and ethnology fields, and also that of the politics, military, geography, economy and arts in
Yunnan province of the Qing Dynasty. In order to preserve its romantic charm in the historical times,
this book provides a photomechanical edition of the original except the foreword and commentaries.
For the reference of academic researches, the nomenclatures of minority tribes presented here are
followed the original without any revisions. By this book in hand, the original of Bolin Tushuo will
present itself before the eyes of the readers who may concern with the history and culture of Yunnan

province in the Qing times.
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