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Disney and the First Sound Cartoon

e KRB A REER

it Objectives

Through introducing the Walt Disney Company and the first sound cartoon
Steamboat Willie, this unit aims at leading students into the animation world.

1 Warming up

A. YOU FIRST. Which is the earliest cartoon film? (V)
[(OPlane Crazy [JSnow White and Dwarfs [1Mickey Mouse [JSteamboat Willie

B. PAIR UP and TALK. Interview a partner.

What’s your name?
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What are your
favorite cartoon )
. films? NG
N
w‘¢
\\

C. REPORT. Tell your classmates about your partner.

and

are and .
N — B
\

My partner’s favorite cartoon film ;

2 Listening: Is it wonderful?

A. MODEL CONVERSATION

Listen and practice.
Nick: Let’s watch Hetalia. It is good cartoon film.

Gabby: Is it Japanese cartoon film?

Nick: Yes, it is.

Gabby: I don’t like Japanese cartoon.

Nick: Well, how about that American cartoon?
Gabby: No way! It’s too violent.

No way! = NO! J

B. ACTIVE LISTENING. Listen to the rest of the conversation.
Check (V) the cartoon films Nick and Gabby Choose.

[J Astro Boy O Garfield’s Fun Fest
[J Transformers 0 Kung Fu Panda




3 Language Focus: Yes/No questions with “be”

A. PRONUNCIATION. Listen and practice the questions and answers.

QUESTIONS ANSWERS
IS Japanese cartoon instructive? Yes, is.
- It
American cartoon violent? isn’t.
Chinese cartoons good for children? Yes, are,
Are - they
violent cartoons instructive? No, aren’t

B. GET IT RIGHT. Complete the questions and answers and then practice with a

partner.

1. A: _Is Astro Boy Japanese made? 5. A: Hetalia Japanese?
B: Yes, It is. B:

2. A:___ cartoons good for children? 6. A:__ cartoons harmful for kids?
B: B:

3. A:___ Garfield’s Fun Fest interesting? 7. A:  Japanese cartoons good?
B: B:

4. A:___ American cartoon your 8. A: Chinese cartoons

favorite cartoon? instructive?

B. B:

C. YOUR IDEAS. Write more questions about cartoon. Ask a partner your
questions.

Is
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4 Conversation Strategy: Saying you don’t know.

I don’t know the word

in English. i) I don’t know.

) / k 4
- . &
o«
\M.. \\,\ - ”
e
e — T —
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e

I’m not sure.
‘_—_\_"-——/ Beats i
o 4

M“%vw,‘,/

Pl

LISTEN and ADD. Write the missing expressions and then practice with a partner.

|
1. A: What’s 2. A:Whatare | 3. A:What’sin 4. A: What’s a good

animation? cartoons? Astro Boy? Japanese
B: B: B: cartoon?

B:




B Conversation Map: What’s a good American

cartoon?

PAIR UP and TALK. Take turns asking about different cartoons.

* Japanese ‘
* European
* Chinese i
A:What’s a good cartoon ? ‘
J
B: Well, is instructive. 3 B: I don’t know. (I’m not sure/ ;
‘j Beats me.)
| ] J
I——— A: What’s in it?
j ‘
- ARl S B: I don’t know. (I’'m not %
/ sure/Beats me.)

B: I don’t know the
words in English.

|
|
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6 Text

Walter Elias Disney

Walter Elias Disney was a film producer and a popular showman, as well as an
innovator in animation and theme park design. And he was particularly noted for the
creation of cartoon characters, Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck.

Walter Elias Disney was born on December 5, 1901 in Chicago, Illinois, and Walt
was one of five children in the family. Later, after Walt’s birth, the Disney family moved
to Marceline, Missouri. Walt lived out most of his childhood here.

Walt had a very early interest in drawing and art. When he was seven years old, he
sold small sketches, and drawings to nearby neighbors. Instead of doing his school work
Walt doodled pictures of animals, and nature.

On July 13, 1925, Walt married one of his first employees, Lillian Bounds, in
Lewiston, Idaho. Later on they would be blessed with two daughters, Diane and Sharon.
Three years later, Walt created a new animated character, Mickey Mouse.

His talents were first used in a silent cartoon entitled Plane Crazy. However, before
the cartoon could be released, sound was introduced upon the motion picture industry.
Thus, Mickey Mouse made his screen debut in Steamboat Willie, the world’s first
synchronized sound cartoon, which premiered at the Colony Theater in New York on
November 18, 1928.

Walt received twenty-two Academy Awards and forty-eight nominations during his
lifetime, holding the record for the individual with the most awards and the most
nominations. Disney has also won seven Emmy Awards.

Words and Expressions

EEEREENES R BEHH VLSS VEED BB EEEER PORD e G S

film producer w#%|H A showman ['foumon] & £HA

innovator ['insuveita(r)] n. E# 4
theme park FAA/F
cartoon characters n. Fi A4
sketches [sket{] ». %1%
doodle ['dwdl] n.v. 8.5, #L&
employee [emploi's] n. &R
silent cartoon K& 7 3@

v. KAT, K&
ERFRLER

release [ri'li:s]
screen debut

animation [@ni'meifon] n. &
creation [kri'eifon] n. #i%
childhood n. F4

neighbor ['neiba] n. 4%&

nature ['neitfs] n. AR, ARF
talent ['telont] n. F &k, AF, AT

entitle [in'taitl] v. %----# %
motion picture industry 3@ /= b
synchronize ['sinkronaiz] v. &R B X 4

premiere ['premiea(r); (US) pri'mior] v. #KAE
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Academy Awards 48% (HEBOLHLAHFRMELGLHERFAL, €HFR
HFe%E)

nomination [nomi'neifon] n. &% lifetime ['laiftaim] n. —%, &%
individual [indi'vidjusl] adj. 4~A8Y award [o'wad] n. %
Emmy Awards %33 be noted for  LLeee---ZHHK

instead of A XA/EFHHH Ik have interest in doing sth. % ++++« B3¢ AR
be blessed with sth./sb. ZXFW[EA]F @A 4
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be introduced upon KA hold the record for AEX/NF BHRFLEK
N otes

Walter Elias Disney ARG - AR - iR
Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck KE BB

Lillian Bounds FE -

Chicago, Illinois £ B P A AR M Z Ao
Marceline, Missouri £EEREMLEHRT
Lewiston, Idaho % B Z A F7 M %) G AR T
Plane Crazy kALE

Steamboat Willie BA A

C omprehension

I. Choose the best answer for each of the following statements or questions according
to the text.
1. Walter Disney was particularly noted for .
A. the creation of Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck
B. films he produced
C. the public entertainments he organized
D. the theme parks he designed
2. Walt lived out most of his childhood in
A. Chicago, Illinois B. Marceline, Missouri

C. Lewiston, Idaho D. New York
3. Walt was interested in when he was child.

A. selling small sketches and drawings B. drawing and art

C. doing his school work D. doodling pictures of animals, and nature
4. Mickey Mouse made his screen debut in .

A. Plane Crazy B. Steamboat Willie

C. Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck D. Snow White and Dwarfs
5. Walt received Academy Awards and nominations during his

lifetime.
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A. 48,22 B.7,22 C. 22,48 D. 48,7

I1.Complete the following sentences orally with your partner.
1. Who was Walter Elias Disney?

Walter Elias Disney was
2. How many children were there in Walter’s family?

There were :
3. Was Walter very hard at school work when he was a child?
No. Instead of doing his school work, he
4. Why Mickey Mouse made his screen debut in Steamboat Willie rather than Plane
Crazy?
Mickey Mouse made his screen debut in Steamboat Willie because
5. How many Academy Awards and nominations did Walter receive in his life time?

In his lifetime, Walter received

IT1. Complete the following dialogue with your partner according to the directions.
Student A and Student B are taking about Disney and the first sound cartoon. Fill in the
blanks with your partner and then read the dialogue aloud in class. You may depend on the

text if necessary.

SA: It’s a great pleasure to meet you, Yuanhua. I’d like to ask you some questions about
Disney and the first sound cartoon if you don’t mind.

SB: The pleasure is mine. Go ahead.

SA: I know Walter Disney was particularly noted for the creation of cartoon characters,
Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck. But I wonder if he did nothing else but

0

SB: No. he was also ; and

SA: Do you have any idea of Walter’s childhood?

SB: Yes, Ido. Walter Disney had a . And he sold
instead of .

SA: As I Know Mickey Mouse was first appeared in the cartoon film , but
why did Mickey Mouse make in ?

SB: Because upon the motion picture industry before the Plane
Crazy was released.

SA: When and where was the world’s first premiered?

SB: It was at in ,on

SA: Thank you so much for your
SB:




e note
v.1) & (X¥F4); ALK

Please note my words.
She noted that his hands were dirty.
Note how I do it, then copy me.
2) Note sth. down 2k X ¥F; KX FiLT
The policeman noted down every word she said.
adj. noted for /as sth. ] &8y, F 449
A town noted for its fine buildings, as a healthy resort.

e nominate
v.1) ~sb. (for/assth.) 3#.& £ A (AHEBRE. BE. E5FFHERA)

I nominateTom to make the agenda.

She has been nominated (as candidate ) for the Presidency.

~sb. (to/as sth.) 4£4 XA (EXIR) K E, Kk

The board nominated her as the new director.

~sth. (assth) #AE (XF. LWF6 A K 2)

1 December has been nominated as the day of election.
n.nomination % %, 44

How many nominations have there been? or How many people have been nominated?

e instead
adV. 'Fﬂg‘, {#%

We’ve no coffee. Would you like tea instead?
Jack was ill so I went instead.
prep. instead of 4 4 (EA[XFH]e984)
Let’s play cards instead of watching television.
We sometimes eat rice instead of potatoes.

e release
v.l) &, (ARFHY) BRAIBKEA

The robber was released on bail.
The death released him from his sufferings.
2) (a) ~ sth. (to sb./sth.) & A #7118 %
The latest developments have just been released to the media.
OEATHHA B BAF

The new model has now been released for sale.

]
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n. HRGEAT, BAGEAT, HEGET, AEHAGLE

The film is on general release. or The fitm is being shown widely at local cinemas.

V’ ocabulary Check L
Fill in each blank with “note”, “nominate”, “instead” or “release” in their proper
forms.

1. Walt received twenty-two Academy Awards and forty-eight in his
lifetime.

2. The police no further details about the crime.

3. It will take days by car, so let’s fly
4. I’ll do some homework going to the movie.

5. Beijing for its historical relics as well as modern heritages.

7 Further Reading

Hayao Miyazaki

Hayao Miyazaki (born January 5, 1941) is a Japarese manga artist and prominent
film director and animator of many popular anime feature films. Through a career that has
spanned nearly fifty years, Miyazaki has attained international acclaim as a maker of
animated feature films and, along with Isao Takahata, co-founded Studio Ghibli, an
animation studio and production company. The success of Miyazaki’s films has invited
comparisons with American animator Walt Disney, British animator Nick Park and Robert
Zemeckis, and he has been named one of the most influential people by 7ime magazine.

Miyazaki began his career at Toei Animation as an in-between artist for Gulliver’s
Travels Beyond the Moon where he pitched his own ideas that eventually became the
movie’s ending. He continued to work in various roles in the animation industry over the
decade until he was able to direct his first feature film Lupin II1: The Castle of Cagliostro
which was released in 1979. After the success of his next film, Nausicad of the Valley of
the Wind, he co-founded Studio Ghibli where he continued to produce many feature films
until Princess Mononoke whereafter he temporarily retired.

While Miyazaki’s films have long enjoyed both commercial and critical success in
Japan, he remained largely unknown to the West until Miramax released his 1997 film,
Princess Mononoke. Princess Mononoke was the highest-grossing film in Japan—until it
was eclipsed by another 1997 film, Titanic—and the first animated film to win Picture of
the Year at the Japanese Academy Awards. Miyazaki returned to animation with Spirited
Away. The film topped Titanic’s sales at the Japanese box office, also won Picture of the



