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ext A The Lost Years of a Nobel Laureate
Text B Oxford and Cambridge

Overvicw

In this unit we present portraits of two scientists, John Nash and Stephen Hawking.
Both have made outstanding contributions in their fields. Both have also suffered
from major illnesses. In the case of John Nash the iliness was mental, inevitably
bringing to mind the ancient saying that there is no great genius without some
touch of madness. Before his iliness overwhelmed him, Nash was able to accom-
plish groundbreaking work in mathematics that was to win him a Nobel prize. In
the case of Stephen Hawking the handicap was physical, eventually resulting in
almost total paralysis. Despite this, however, he continued with his work and has
become one of the world's leading astrophysicists. The portraits provide us with
revealing insights into the worlds of the two great scientists.

.2. Unit1 The Scienfist
pre— § g ey



Part | Llistening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

In this unit our two texts tell the stories of two scientists, one American, the other English. Let’s hear a little before we
start about the first of the two, the American.

The following words in the recording may be new to you:

schizophrenia n. #4¥4-3L%E psychotic a. # 4Py
paranoid a. EARIMALLY fathom vt. MKFEAE; ARE

Aifer Listening

Complete the following statements according to what you have heard.

1. John Nash’s story touches on two things that are of great interest to us, that is, and

2. When John Nash was a graduate student in mathematics at Princeton, he wrote a paper which

earned him in 1994,

3. In the 45 years between 1949 and 1994, John Nash suffered from schizophrenia and

several times.

4. When John Nash was faced with a mathematical problem, he had the ability to

Unit 1 The Scientist . 3.




Part Il

Text A

Reading Task

The story of John Nash, the Nobel Laureate in economics, has become widely known in recent years
through the film of his life, A Beautiful Mind. Beautiful it may have been, but it had its darker side.
Spectacular early success was followed almost immediately by years of illness as he was plunged into
madness. Happily this was not to be the end of the story, as Sylvia Nasar relates.

Wew Words and Expressions

(RIE#FFRT “—HRER"(EER) &
RIC: BREKREMART “BSE
K7(ARER) MR, BEKRMA
RT EBEX” MRL: aH
R T BRI

laureate /'lo:rut/ n. one honored or
awarded a prize for great
achievements, esp. in the arts or
sciences ®AETHA; KLF

economics /.itka'npmiks/ n. 2%

mathematician / m&0(1)ma'tifan/ n.
#FX

bedridden /'bedridn/ a. confined to
bed because of illness B R AL 84

unbeknownst /'an'bmounst/ a. with-
out the knowledge of the person
stated A ---Frdedy

Swedish /'swi:dif/ a. of or relating to
Sweden #3249

revolutionary /.reva'lu:fanart/ a.
completely new and different ¥4
ey

postwar /,paust wo(r)/ a. related to a
time after a war 8./5 #)

recognition /rekag'nifan/ n. credit,
praise for doing sth. well Rik; A
T

8. Unit1 The Scientist

The Lost Years of a Nobel Laureate!’

Sylvia Nasar

1 Several weeks before the 1994 Nobel prize in econom-
ics was announced on October 11, two mathematicians —
Harold W. Kuhn and John Forbes Nash, Jr. — visited their
old teacher, Albert W. Tucker, now almost 90 and bedridden,
at Meadow Lakes, a nursing home near here.

2 Mr. Nash hadn’t spoken with his mentor in several years.
Their hour-long conversation, from which Mr. Kuhn excused
himself, concerned number theory. When Mr. Nash stepped
out of the room, Mr. Kuhn returned to tell Mr. Tucker a stun-
ning secret: Unbeknownst to Mr. Nash, the Royal Swedish
Academy intended to grant Mr. Nash a Nobel for work he had
done as the old man’s student in 1949, work that turned out to
have revolutionary implications for economics.

3 The award was a miracle. It wasn’t just that Mr. Nash,
one of the mathematical geniuses of the postwar era, was fi-

nally getting the recognition he deserved. Nor that he was



Part 1l Reading Task

being honored for a slender 27-page Ph.D. thesis written al-
most half a century ago at the tender age of 21.

4 The real miracle was that the 66-year-old Mr. Nash —
tall, gray, with sad eyes and the soft, raspy voice of someone
who doesn’t talk much — was alive and well enough to re-
ceive the prize. For John Nash was stricken with paranoid
schizophrenia more than three decades earlier.

5 Mr. Nash’s terrible illness was an open secret among
mathematicians and economists. No sooner had Fortune maga-
zine singled him out in July 1958 as America’s brilliant young
star of the “new mathematics” than the disease had devas-
tated Mr. Nash’s personal and professional life. He hadn’t
published a scientific paper since 1958. He hadn’t held an aca-
demic post since 1959. Many people had heard, incorrectly,
that he had had a lobotomy. Others, mainly those outside
Princeton, simply assumed that he was dead.

6 He didn’t die, but his life, once so full of brightness
and promise, became hellish. There were repeated commit-
ments to psychiatric hospitals. Failed treatments. Fearful
delusions. A period of wandering around Europe. Stretches
in Roanoke, Va., where Mr. Nash’s mother and sister lived.
Finally, a return to Princeton, where he had once been the
rising star. There he became the Phantom of Fine Hall, a
mute figure who scribbled strange equations on blackboards
in the mathematics building and searched anxiously for se-
cret messages in numbers.

7 Then, roughly 10 years ago, the awful fires that fed the
delusions and distorted his thinking began to die down. It
happened very gradually. But, by his mid-50’s, Mr. Nash began

to come out of his isolation. He started to talk to other math-

raspy /'ra:spt/ a. rough, harsh #849,
PR

paranoid /'peranoid/ a. ¥ 1aIEH

schizophrenia /.skitsau'frimja/ n. ¥

R €

economist /I'konomist/ n. ZFF K

single out choose from a group for
special attention, esp. criticism or

praise #ki% ih

lobotomy [lau'botomi/ n. f& & i1
By K

hellish /'helif/ a. extremely difficult
or unpleasant; like hell M#i&#9;
o RRAR 4 '

psychiatric * /saiki'ztrik/ a. relat-
ing to psychiatry or to mental ill-
ness AP L T4, WAt A F

delusion * /di'lu:3an/ n. false opinion
or belief, esp one that may be a symp-
tom of madness %48 (£); 4%

phantom /'fentom/ n. 41%; #R

scribble /'skribl/ v. write hastily or
carelessly 2AEL4 B

die down become gradually less
strong, loud, noticeable, etc. #% 5§ ,
AN R RAFIE

Unit 1 The Sclentist . 8.



