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Preface

The development of modern ink painting in Taiwan is based on deep historical precedent. The muscum is holding the
exhibition Ink Transformation—Modern Ink Painting in Taiwan to introduce how new experimental ink painting blends
art into our everyday lives. At the beginning of the 1960s western modern art trends started influencing Taiwan, and the
teatures of modern ink painting duvc]opv:d and clmngcd as artists carricd out various cxperiments l‘cintcl‘prcting tradition
and modernity, East and West, and concept and form, especially from the starting point of abstract painting. Directions
in modern ink painting tended to diversify; some artists based their explorations on the cun fa painting technique, while
others attempted individual visual language and maintained the fundamentals of traditional composition. This work,
which served as alink between the past and a fresh start for the future due to its experimental and creative spirit, is
considered modern painting.

Painters who chose ink as their ereative medium forged cheir skills through study of traditional techniques, and also

the expressive system of ink painting has faced rigorous trials due to changes in the times. Therefore, the content of ink
painting in its cvolution from traditional to modern, broke chrough its narrow media classification and its single expressive
tendency. As artists pursuce tormal variations and individual styles, they advance their own painting techniques based on
their academic backgrounds. For example, those who work in a traditional ink painting context focus on borrowing from
the past to create new directions, but also add modern concepts to elevate traditional ideas. Because castern and western
art techniques are blended organically, they naturally mix tradition and modernicy giving the underlying tradicional
context a completely new quality in a new historical period. However, these new landscape and figurative paintings have
gradually broken through the limitations of representation and expressive techniques which use light and shadow. This is
especially so with artists who use their own acure perceptions to transform subject matter into idiosyneratic symbols, and
in doing so have expanded the field enormously.

Styles of modern ink painting, which were mostly likely influenced by artists’ pursuit of western expressionism, emphasize
unrestrained brushwork, individual expression and emotional release, and as carly as the mid-1980s, a few artists were
transforming traditional ink painting with references to concepts and techniques from western expressionism. Specifically,
their method was to maintain the inherent q ualitics of brushwork and traditional xuan paper but to use new art symbols
and composition styles to present an expanded vision and bring a fresh vitality to the are form. In spirit, modern ink
painters identify with traditional acsthetic values, and in terms of medium, hold steadfastly to its unique traditional
nature; however, in terms of technique, they deviate broadly from the norms of traditional brushwork to create completely
new features and seyles.

This exhibition introduces fifey-cight contemporary ink painters from Taiwan and fifty-cight groups of artwork; from the
most senior Yu Cheng-yao to the youngest Huang Hui-hsin, thus presenting the styles of different generations of painters. |
would like to extend my heartfele gratitude to the exhibition’s curator, Professor Hsiao Chong-Ray, all of the participating
artists and their familics, collectors and galleries for cheir generosity in lending these important works to the museum, and
their gencrous assistance to the Museum statt in presenting this exhibicion.

Hsiao-yun HSIEH((Jean Wang)

Direcror, Taipei Fine Arts Muscum
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