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Red Flowers
with Ink L.eaves

A Fine Collection of
Mr. Qi Baishi’s Masterpieces
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Preface

Mr. Qi Baishi (1864-1957) is one of the most influential artists in China’s contemporary and modern arts field.
His life had ups and downs and full of legends. He was born in countryside of Hunan province. His family was so
poor that he dropped out from school in his childhood. After that he became a carpenter. From the age of 27, he
specialized in painting. In his middle age, he toured half of China visiting scenery spots. In his late year, he settled
down in Beijing. After “late-year innovation”, he finally became peculiar and unique in the artistic field and opened an
innovated road for Chinese paintings.

Mr. Qi is good at poem, calligraphy, painting and seal-carving, among which painting and seal-carving have greatest
attainments. The subjects of his paintings include almost everything, commonly scenery, flowers, insects, fish,
birds, animals and so on. His painting technique is bold, full of imagination, solid and unsophisticated, archaic and
vigorous, and draws freely as he wished, “paintings are wonderful between likeness and unlikeness”; The color of
his paintings is strong bright, rich of variation, fresh and clear, simple and active, which opens a genre of red flowers
with ink leaves. He unites the traditional literary refined taste with the popular taste in folk art, which conveyed
Chinese modern art spirit. Mr. Qi Baishi's seal-carving is vigorous, rugged and varied that bring Chinese seal-carving
to a brand new stage.

Totally 114 pieces, selected from Liaoning Provincial Museum, are being displayed in the exhibition. According to
the painter's artistic career, paintings can be divided into four chapters, namely: early, middle, acme and later stages.
Both technically and joyfulness are paid much attention in the exhibition, meanwhile the master’s art character and
achievements are revealed to the public as much as possible so that the audiences will know a real Qi Baishi and his
artistic life.
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Ceremonial Speech

“Red Flowers with Ink Leaves — — A Calligraphy & Painting Exhibition of Fine Collections of Mr. Qi Baishi's Masterpieces” is
supposed to be unveiled, jointly held by Ningxia Museum and Liaoning Provincial Museum in the early winter. This is also an
additional endeavor planned by Ningxia Museum in its series exhibitions of famous works of modern and contemporary Chinese
painting and calligraphy since the new Ningxia Museum opens to the public. Actually it deserves to be another rich culture feast.

In the Chinese history of painting and calligraphy, there are many famous masters. However Mr. Qi Baishi was unique. Qi Baishi
was a household name. He was not only a drop-out child due to poor family, but also a man of letters; he was a hard-working
flower-carving carpenter and a great seal-carving master; he was an unwearied knowledge seeker, but also an explorer who
experienced hardships; he was a successor of tradition, as well as an innovator persisting his ways; he was both a county painter
with little fame and a world known master of Chinese paintings. With time going, his good and profound art virtue and paint
skill brought him the title of “Outstanding Artist of Chinese People” and the laurel of “World Peace Prize" awarded by the World
Peace Council. He was respected by people and was recommended by the public as one of “World Culture Celebrities”.

Mr. Qi Baishi's works inherited representation method of traditional Chinese paintings, meanwhile absorbed the folk painting's
substance. Through in-depth observing of life, he finally forms his unique artistic style after continuous learning and practices.
His works are mainly freehand brushwork. The subjects of his paintings include almost everything, commonly figures, scenery,
flowers, birds, fish, insects, animals and so on. His paintings are bold, full of imagination, vigorous and solid, free-styled as he
wishes, and varied. He was good at subtly combining freehand brushwork of flowers and traditional Chinese realistic painting
(painting with meticulous detail) of insects and fish. His paintings were concise and unsophisticated in strong bright color. The
pictures were vigorous that suit both refined and popular taste. His paintings were unique. He had not only widened the theme
of literary painting, but also updated the artistic ambit of it. He opens a new chapter of free-style flowers & birds paintings with
time spirit and flavor of life — genre of red flowers with ink leaves.

We would like to express our sincerely gratitude for Liaoning Provincial Museum’s generous help to the success holding of the
exhibition. They spare no effort and unafraid of cold in promoting the culture exchange between the two provinces.

The splendid hand-scroll paintings emanating from nearly two hundred fine collections are being displayed to the public. Let
us go to the Ningxia Museum to enjoy the master's fine works, appreciate the famous painter's artistic style, understand the
master’s water ink life and interpretation of life, and experience broad and profound Chinese culture.

Li Jinzeng
Curator of the Ningxia Museum
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Ceremonial Speech

Mr. Qi Baishi is a great master in the art field. He was unique and peculiar in the 20th century. His life was very legendary,
changing from a rural carpenter to a great artist and from a small potato to a reputable man. He persisted his own way and
innovative painting style in his later years. He proposed that “painting is wonderful between likeness and unlikeness.” His
works conveyed the spirit with images in a unique style. His art was very creative. He was so widely known that Mr. Picasso,
who was a master of western modern genre, canonized him at that time. Mr. Qi Baishi was once honored as “Outstanding
Artist of Chinese People” and selected as one of the “Ten World Culture Celebrities”. Anyway, his art has much influence. The
subjects of his paintings include almost everything. He depicted concisely from peculiar aesthetic perspective with natural artistic
conception, from which can reflect simple feelings. It can be found that the literary sentiment and folk flavor harmonized in his
paintings, suiting both refined and popular taste. His poems are unsophisticated but fresh. His calligraphy is both vigorous and
composed. His seal-carving is simple, diversified, and flourishing. His arts can be traced to the same origin with natural flavor.

As time elapsed, the name “Qi Baishi" had became the representative figure of modern painters. His artistic style had formed
an everlasting genre. His famous works, passing from one generation to another, have got much social attention as important
national cultural inheritance.

Due to lucky chance of history, Liaoning Provincial Museum that lies in north-east of China started to collect Mr. Qi Baishi's
works since early 1950's. Over 400 pieces of Qi Baishi's exquisite paintings and calligraphies housed in the Liaoning Provincial
Museum ranks top among Chinese museums and is reputable for its well-balanced comprehensive and self-sufficient coverage
of all the phases in the artist's entire career. This has become a big bright spot and feature of painting & calligraphy collection in
the Liaoning Provincial Museum. The collection owes much to the continuous effort of Mr. Qi Liangkun (the artist's third son),
Mr. Hu Wenxiao (grandson of the artist's abecedarian Mr. Hu Qinyuan), and Mr. Yang Renkai, a renowned painting & calligraphy
connoisseur.

Mr. Qi Baishi's Painting & Calligraphy Exhibition is a brand display of Liaoning Provincial Museum. Since 1980's, the artist's
exhibitions have been held in ten more cities and evoked good repercussion in the society. In order to strengthen exchanges and
cooperation between museums, 114 pieces of paintings, calligraphies and seal-carvings reflecting each phase, various theme
and style were selected to be displayed in Yinchuan, bright pearl in the north of Great Wall. | wish the master's works could
bring artistic enlightenment, spirit's happiness and aesthetic experience to audiences of all walks of life in Ningxia. | wish you a
successful exhibition.

Ma Baojie
Curator of the Liaoning Provincial Museum
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Chapter 1
Early Stage (1892-1918)

During the early career of Mr. Qi Baishi, he gained appreciation and support from some local gentries, such as Mr.
Hu Qinyuan, Li Songan and Wang Xianggi. With the support of these people, he entered into their culture circle.
Then with the help of mentors and friends, he had an eight-year tour across China that opened his eyes and mind,
also his artistic skill were refined. After years of tour, he lived ten-year of solitude life - reading, intoning poem,
painting and seal carving. The experience brought general improvement from his identity, interest, and attainment to
his work style.

It took him several decades to transform from “coarse wood carving” to “meticulous wood carving” and from folk
artist to literary artist. During the period, he visited mentors, made friends, toured across China, and lived a reclusive
life. Half century’s ups and downs made a solid foundation for his slow growth although he had a great talent. At this

stage, Mr. Qi's works were natural, fresh and expressive based on inherited tradition.
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