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Preface

May 8, 2011

It is heartening to know that the People’s Posts and Telecommunications Publishing House is
publishing a series of The Award Winning Exhibit of Early Chinese Airmail books featuring eight
exhibits that had in the last 20 years won gold or large gold awards at international and world
philatelic exhibitions. Authors of these exhibits include Mr. Wei Gang, ACPF Director and Grand Prix
National winner at CHINA 2009; Mr. Lin Hengfu, FRPSL, a Fellow Member of the ACPF and gold
medal winner at CHINA 2009, Mr. David Lu, FRPSL who had been awarded a large gold medal with
special prize at INDIPEX 2011; and other eminent foreign philatelists who are leading figures in the
study of early Chinese airmail. This set of books is exemplary and serves as good and uneasy to find
teaching material for the study of early Chinese airmail, arrangement of an exhibit and raising of one’s

standard in philately.

Elevation of an individual’s standard in philately is not only dependent on ardent collecting but also in
continuous study, and elevation of a country’s philatelic standard not only requires wide participation
by collectors but also various other channels and methods of promotion. The publication of this set
of books has enabled collections that are only on display for a few days at an exhibition to become
permanent and important reference material of readers in the development of knowledge.

The air post of China began in the 1920s, which is relatively early internationally, and thus one
of the important areas of study in the international aerophilatelic field. The publication of The
Award Winning Exhibit of Early Chinese Airmail books, I believe, will further enhance the status
and influence of Chinese aerophilately internationally, and will also contribute to the promotion of
Chinese philatelic activities and cross-culture ties.

Yang Xian Zu
President
All-China Philatelic Federation
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MESSAGE

China is one of the earliest countries to provide airmail services in the world. In the past, there were
some famous flights either around the world or goodwill flights organized by private entities or
organizations that included China as a stopover. When these flights landed in China, the local post
office would always seize the opportunity to ask the pilot to bring some mail along with them. The
Chinese post office would seek opportunities to work with foreign post offices to transport Chinese
airmail utilizing their air post systems. This resulted in making China a notable part of early air
mail history.

In recent years, more and more exhibits on early Chinese airmail won the gold or large gold medals
in various FIP or FIAP exhibitions. The importance of early Chinese airmail has been
acknowledged by the international philatelic circle.

To commemorate the 90th year anniversary (1920-2010) of the first official Chinese airmail, a
series of books titled, The Award Winning Exhibit of Chinese Early Airmail will be published by
People's Posts and Telecommunications Publishing House in Beijing. It will also include the 8
classic early Chinese airmail exhibits from all over the world. It is a useful philatelic literature to
help you to understand early Chinese airmail. I hope you will like them.

b

Tay Peng Hian AmMN RDP

President, Federation Internationale de Philatelie
Honorary Member, Federation of Inter-Asian Philately
May 12,2011
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Preface

April 6,2010

It gives me great pleasure to again be able to congratulate David Lu and his wonderful wife May,
along with many other Chinese aerophilatelists, for placing China in a leadership position in the
promotion of our wonderful hobby.

Who can forget the grand exhibition Beijing 2009 Aeropex last November? It was certainly the
highlight of the aerophilatelic year. And now we are introduced to a series of books that include
many of the greatest exhibits of Chinese airmails that, together, represent the the finest showing
of this material ever in one place. It is fitting that this project be undertaken this year, which is
the 90th anniversary year of the first official airmail flight in China (May 7, 1920).

This series of books includes the exhibit of General Wei Gang, which won the Grand Prix
National at Beijing 2009 Aeropex, as well as many of the other great exhibits that were shown
competitively and in the Court of Honor at that show.

Chinese aerophilatelists, supported by Chinese industry and government, are setting the tone
for the future of aerophilately. Aerophilatelic exhibitions, publications, research and events are
what collectors in all nations need to be actively involved in if aerophilately is to come out of the
second decade of the 21st Century as a healthy and vibrant past-time. These books, showing
the exciting evolution of mail carriage by air in China, will significantly help spread the word
“aerophilately” throughout China and elsewhere in the world.

To all involved in this project I give a huge “Thank You” on behalf of collectors everywhere.
Good luck with all of your anniversary celebrations.

Sincerely yours,
étephen Reinhard, President
FISA
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