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2 Eulogy for Former President Richard Nixon

Pete Wilson

Eulogy for Former

President Richard Nixon
April 27, 1994

Richard Nixon had a beautiful family and he was de-
voted to them. Anyone who ever saw them together knew
that his beloved Pat and his girls—Tricia and Julie—were
everything to him. But he also had a much larger, ex-
tended family—a family of those who worked for him and
with him. And I was lucky to be part of it.

I was one of the many young men and women in whom
he inspired the same fierce loyalty © that he gave to us.
There was time for each of us when he served as coun-
selor, guide and friend. From the first day I went to work
for Richard Nixon, in 1962, I was struck with the quality
of his generosity. He always offered his most precious
possession —his time.

By then, he’d known princes and premiers, he’d de-
bated Khrushchev and Kennedy. He’d run for President
and been a major figure on the political stage. But he still
had time to talk to and help an eager young advance man
—one who could offer him only energy rather than wis-
dom, enthusiasm rather than experience.

Then in the fall of 1965, when I was 32, he hon-

ored me by asking if I would work with him on his

FAMOUS ADDRESS
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4 Eulogy for Former President Richard Nixon

potential © bid for the presidency.

But he had heard I was thinking. of running for office
myself. I told him it was true. In classic Nixon fashion,
he gave me a cool look and his first question was, “Pete,

do you think you can win?”

“Because if you do, " he said, “you've got to try, or
you'll never forgive yourself,

I was a young man looking to find my way in the
world, he was a former Vice President preparing for a
bid to the highest office in the land. Yet, he was, that
day, as concerned with my future as he was with his
own.

I turned to him time and again for advice. He was
always there willing to share his insight and experience —
and no American in this century had more of either.

It's hard to imagine a world without Richard Nixon.
For half a century, he played a leading role in shaping the
events that shaped our lives. It’s not just that he served
for three decades in high office. It’s not just that he’d
garnered more votes than any other candidate in American
history. It was because his intellect, insight and in-
domitable ® will could not be ignored. He moyed on the
world stage. He voiced bold ideas, and he left global
footprints.
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6 Eulogy for Former President Richard Nixzon

But for all of that, it was right here in this little town
in Orange County that Richard Nixon learned and never
forgot the values that would shape him and help him shape
our world.

He learned the value of hard work. He learned that to
make important change, you must take risks. And he
learned the Quaker virtue that if you were born with a
good mind and good health, you were obliged to help
others—to give back to your community. '

But he had something more. When most people think
of Richard Nixon, they think of his towering intellect,
the incisive ® quality of his mind. But I will always re-
member another quality. It’s the quality the greatest
fighters have.

They call it heart.

Heart is what let Richard Nixon climb back into the
ring tie and again when almost anyone else would have
thrown in the towel.

It made him the classic example of Teddy Roosevelt’s
heroic man in the arena.

It was his heart that taught us the great lesson of
Richard Nixon’s life —never give up —never give up —
never, never give up. -

To him it was no disgrace to fight and lose —but only
to quit. And he never did.

Like this Golden State that bred and shaped him, he

FAMOUS ADDRESS
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8 Eulogy for Former Presiden:t Richard Nixon

knew adversity © was a challenge to overcome. He loved
returning to us, and he shared California’s optimism. And
as the state he loved faced tough times, his message to us
was: Keep fighting —keep working —keep walking —and
youll come back, better than before.

The world will remember Richard Nixon, rightly as a
fighter of iron will. But the greatness of a man can
sometimes be measured best by the times, and the rea-
sons, he chose not to fight.

After the 1960 election, many urged Richard Nixon to
contest one of the closest and most controversial @ elec-
tions in American history. But Richard Nixon said no. He
wouldnt go to court. He refused to fight it and urged
others not to.

He would relinquish the prize that was his life’s am-
bition. -

Why?For a simple, but these days, remarkable reason
—it was, because he loved his country. .. and he didnt
want it to be torn apart by the constitutional crisis that
might ensue. e

Forgive my parochial pride, but this house, a few
hundred feet from this stand, bred in this grocer’s son a
great American with deep love for his country, with lim-
itless courage, and above all, with the brimming @ spirit
and energy that creates only a handful of leaders from a-
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10 Eulogy for Former President Richard Nixon

mong the tens of millions of their fellow citizens.

Dick Nixon’s heart —shaped by the grit and morals of
this small town —never left California, and now we return

it to the soil that bred him.

In paying tribute to colleagues, President Nixon would
often quote these words from Sophocles,

“One must wait until the evening to see how splendid
the day has been. ”

In Richard Nixon’s evening his light bumed bright.
Today, as we take him to rest, as we seek to measure just
how great is the legacy he’s left us, it is clear how truly
splendid his day has been.

FAMOUS ADDRESS
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12 Transform Dreams into Success with Persistence

Transform Dreams into

Success with Persistence
By Tom Morris

My friend Don considered himself a musician. He
played the tambourine @ in junior high school and, by my
recollection, wasn’t very good. He also thought of himself
as a singer, but he couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket.

Years passed, and we lost touch. I went to college and
graduate school, becoming a phﬂosophy professor at the
Universit& of Notre. Don nurtured his dream of becoming
a singer-songwriter and moved to Nashvelle.

Once there, Don made the most of limited resources.
He bought a used car and slept in it. He took a job
working nights, so he could visit record companies during
the day. He learned to play guitar. As the years passed,
he kept writing songs, practicing and knocking on doors..

One day I got a call from a friend who also knew Don.
“Listen to this, ~ he said , then held the phone close to
his speakers. I heard a good song playing. Good singer.
“That’s Don,” my friend said. “Capitol Records. It’s on
the country charts. Can you believe it?”

I couldn’t believe it. A song Don had written and
recorded. He had made it. Don Schlitz has since had 23
No. 1 songs. As a result of his focused concentration, the

LIFE AND KNOWLEDGE



