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Chapter | Gods of Greece and Rome

The literature of our time, as of all the centuries of Christendom, is
full of allusions to the gods and goddesses of the Greeks and Romans. To
understand these stories, we will here first acquaint ourselves with the ideas
of the structure of the universe. The Greek poets believed the earth to be flat
and circular, their own country occupying the middle of it, the central point
being either Mount Olympus, the abode of the gods, or Delphi, so famous for its
oracle.

The circular disk of the earth was crossed from west to east, and divided
into two equal parts by the SEA, as they called the Mediterranean, and its
continuation the Euxine.

Around the earth flowed the RIVER OCEAN, its course being from south to
north on the western side of the earth, and in a contrary direction on the eastern
side. It flowed in a steady, equable current, unvexed by storm or tempest. The
sea, and all the rivers on earth, received their waters from it.

The northern portion of the earth was supposed to be inhabited by a
happy race named the Hyperboreans [this word means “who live beyond the
north” from the word “hyper,” beyond, and boreas, the north wind], dwelling
in everlasting bliss and spring beyond the lofty mountains whose caverns were
supposed to send forth the piercing blasts of the north wind, which chilled the
people of Hellas (Greece). Their country was inaccessible by land or sea. They
lived exempt from disease or old age, from toils and warfare.

On the south side of the earth, close to the stream of Ocean, dwelt a
people happy and virtuous as the Hyperboreans. They were named the
Aethiopians. The gods favored them so highly that they were wont to leave at
times their Olympian abodes, and go to share their sacrifices and banquets.

On the western margin of the earth, by the stream of Ocean, lay a happy
place named the Elysian Plain, whither mortals favored by the gods were
transported without tasting of death, to enjoy an immortality of bliss. This
happy region was also called the “fortunate fields,” and the “Isles of the
Blessed.”
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We thus see that the Greeks of the early ages knew little of any real
people except those to the east and south of their own country, or near the
coast of the Mediterranean. Their imagination meantime peopled the western
portion of this sea with giants, monsters, and enchantresses; while they placed
around the disk of the earth, which they probably regarded as of no great width,
nations enjoying the peculiar favor of the gods, and blessed with happiness and
longevity.

The Dawn, the Sun, and the Moon were supposed to rise out of the Ocean,
on the eastern side, and to drive through the air, giving light to gods and
men. The stars also, except those forming Charles’Wain or Bear, and others
near them, rose out of and sank into the stream of Ocean. There the sun-god
embarked in a winged boat, which conveyed him round by the northern part of
the earth, back to his place of rising in the east.

The abode of the gods was on the summit of Mount Olympus, in Thessaly.
A gate of clouds, kept by the goddesses named the Seasons, opened to permit
the passage of the Celestials to earth, and to receive them on their return.
The gods had their separate dwellings; but all, when summoned, repaired to
the palace of Jupiter [Or Zeus. The relation of these names to each other will
be explained on the next page], as did also those deities whose usual abode
was the earth, the waters, or the underworld. It was also in the great hall of
the palace of the Olympian king that the gods feasted each day on ambrosia
and nectar, their food and drink, the latter being handed round by the lovely
goddess Hebe. Here they conversed of the affairs of heaven and earth; and
as they quaffed their nectar, Apollo, the god of music, delighted them with the
tones of his lyre, to which the muses sang in responsive strains. When the sun
was set, the gods retired to sleep in their respective dwellings.

The following lines from the Odyssey will show how Homer conceived of
Olympus:

“So saying, Minerva, goddess azure-eyed,
Rose to Olympus, the reputed seat
Eternal of the gods, which never storms
Disturb, rains drench, or snow invades, but calm
The expanse and cloudless shines with purest day.
There the inhabitants divine rejoice
Forever..."



enchantress
[in'tfa:ntris] ».
B, TR

longevity
[lon'dzevati] n.
KF

Charles’ Wain
n.

3t 2

celestial
[si'lestial] .

il

deity
['diziti] n.
fe

feast

[fizst] v.
AR#HZER,
FHERR

converse
[kon'va:s] vi.
WiE, ik

conceive
[kon'sizv] v.

R

RE]

$—E #HESTLER

g0, BTHCERNFASEE, RREhDEE
EHERZN, SHOERANEBREDZ]D, Eit
Nthlest, BENEKEEEEA, B8 K%, F45
% MNBERAR RO ABEEREN, URSHEM
B, SBEEHA,

2. A, BEAEBGELIE, WERE, B
EOEEEM S AA, BT AR EERA SRR
HHEMBEE 4, EROMELETHE, REABT. AM
WEEESE F—SHROM, MtELIAL, B
BT

EEERFERP R QTR NEENEE

AT, HEELHET, HXEIHASMAAEREE, X

SETFAAN, S—RLXHBEECEMOER, —8

R (R, XEE T ENBREE T XM R

B) B, FHEREEMNERE, HEEA .

Kep, REOMR RO, REFRAKTHZE, &
HEMNEBATE, Baiﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁ%%%,%mm
BREA, EWOKHHAGE R,

%M,—L&m%@@mwﬁ$%og%z#n&?wé

2o, %ki%ﬁ~%%##m%%ﬁ$g9MET
B, AHRE S BHERKE

MMT%E(&@%)%%@¢ Tuﬁﬁr%WT
BT TLEER.

"EE, BRZERSREEMARLTHL,

FIRBERMPNER, FHKHE,

BREERIES, FERKKR, EFRLEERE,

FRAXEFEEE, EBAEERNAKD,

EENBIPE L ERETE, 40 RKetgh, "



S s,

— /7
~ ';y,_\g//

M

The real monarch of the heavens in the mythology of both Greece and
Rome is Jupiter (Zeus—pater, father—Jove. Jove appears to be a word derived
from the same root as Zeus.) Zeus is himself the father of many of the gods,
and he is often spoken of as father of gods and men. He is the father of Vulcan
[In Greek Hephaistos], of Venus [in Greek Aphrodite], of Minerva [in Greek
Pallas Athene, or either name separately], of Apollo [of Phoebus], Diana [in
Greek Artemis], and of Mercury [in Greek Hermes], who are ranked among the
twelve superior gods, and of many inferior deities. But Jupiter himself is not
the original deity in these systems. He is the son of Saturn (Kronos) and Ops
(Rhea). Saturn and Rhea were of the race of Titans, who were the children of
Earth and Heaven, which sprang from Chaos, of which we shall give a further
account in our next chapter.

Saturn and Rhea were not the only Titans. There were others, whose
names were Oceanus, Hyperion, lapetus, and Ophion, males; and Themis,
Mnemosyne, Eurynome, females. They are spoken of as the elder gods,
whose dominion was afterwards transferred to others. Saturn yielded to
Jupiter, Oceanus to Neptune, Hyperion to Apollo. Hyperion was the father
of the Sun, Moon, and Dawn. He is therefore the original sun-god, and is
painted with the splendor and beauty which were afterwards bestowed on
Apollo.

Ophion and Eurynome ruled over Olympus till they were dethroned by
Saturn and Rhea. Milton alludes to them in Paradise Lost. He says the heathen
seem to have had some knowledge of the temptation and fall of man.

“And fabled how the serpent, whom they called
Ophion, with Eurynome (the wide-
Encroaching Eve perhaps), had first the rule
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driven.”

The representations given of Saturn are not very consistent, for on the one
hand his reign is said to have been the golden age of innocence and purity,
and on the other he is described as a monster who devoured his own children
[This inconsistency arises from considering the Saturn of the Romans the same
with the Grecian deity Chronos (Time), which, as it brings an end to all things
which have had a beginning, may be said to devour its own offspring.] Jupiter,
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however, escaped this fate, and when grown up espoused Metis (Prudence),
who administered a draught to Saturn which caused him to disgorge his
children. Jupiter, with his brothers and sisters, now rebelled against their father
Saturn, and his brothers the Titans; vanquished them, and imprisoned some of
them in Tartarus, inflicting other penalties on others. Atlas was condemned to
bear up the heavens on his shoulders.

On the dethronement of Saturn, Jupiter with his brothers Neptune
(Poseidon) and Pluto (Dis) divided his dominions. Jupiter’s portion was the
heavens, Neptune’s the ocean, and Pluto’s the realms of the dead. Earth
and Olympus were common property. Jupiter was king of gods and men. The
thunder was his weapon, and he bore a shield called Aegis, made for him by
Vulcan. The eagle was his favorite bird, and bore his thunderbolts.

Juno (Hera) [pronounce He-re, in two syllables] was the wife of Jupiter,
and queen of the gods. Iris, the goddess of the rainbow, was her attendant and
messenger. The peacock was her favorite bird.

Vulcan (Hephaistos), the celestial artist, was the son of Jupiter and Juno.
He was born lame, and his mother was so displeased at the sight of him that
she flung him out of heaven. Other accounts say that Jupiter kicked him out
for taking part with his mother, in a quarrel which occurred between them.
Vulcan’s lameness, according to this account, was the consequence of his fall.
He was a whole day falling, and at last alighted in the island of Lemnos, which
was thenceforth sacred to him. Milton alludes to this story in Paradise lost,
Book I.

“From morn
To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve,
A summer’s day; and with the setting sun
Dropped from the zenith, like a falling star,
On Lemnos, the Aegean isle.”

Mars (Ares), the god of war, was the son of Jupiter and Juno. Phoebus
Apollo [this is a Greek name of a Greek divinity, who seems to have had no
Roman resemblance], the god of archery, prophecy, and music, was the son of
Jupiter and Latona, and brother of Diana (Artemis). He was god of the sun, as
Diana, his sister, was the goddess of the moon.
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