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Preface

Director of Liwan District, Guangzhou City LI Wenyao

The publication of Famous Garden Essence of Haishan Xianguan opens gate of the famous
garden for people entering and understanding its historical culture. Haishan Xianguan, located at
western Guangzhou during the Opium War era of the Qing Dynasty, was a villa of then rich merchant
Pan Sicheng,and well known as a cultural garden for its numerous excellent collections. Especially
there were about one thousand pieces of stone tablets which noting down writings of many famous
calligraphers as well as important letters recieved by the owner of it. After more than a century,all
buildings of Haishan Xianguan have disappeared totally, but the precious tablets are preserved. There
are one hundred and eighty pieces of carved stones displaying at the tablet corridor of Guangzhou
Art Museum on Yuexiu mountain.

As historical witness, carved stones are files of history by stones. Tablet copies of Appreciate
Calligraphy from Letters edited in this book have collectd letters between Pan and then high
officials and noble lords such as Lin Zexu,Deng Tingzhen, Qi Ye and Xu Guangjin etc . Through it ,
readers might have a taste of the flavour of life at that time and study the evolution of history.

Carved stone is a kind of crystallization of art ,too. As a work of art can be exposed to the sun
and rain, it puts calligraphical art and carving handicraft together. The tablets of the
calligrapiers'works of past ages selected here were a part of those carved by Haishan Xianguan.
They may help people enjoying the charm of Chinese calligraphy with a long history.

In the first part, the book gives a rather detailed account of Haishan Xianguan. Its garden artistic
character was the best in Lingnan then. The ardently love to art of the owner and his status and
financial resources created the once mighty cultural phenomenon of Haishan Xianguan. The Haishan
Xianguan Series that mixed Chinese and foreign cultures as well as a lot of practical books printed
by its owner were cultural achievements with high value as its thousand pieces of carved stones.

In order to enlarge spirit charm of glory historical and cultural heritage of our motherland,
promote culture development, People's Goverment of Liwan District invested and rebuilt Haishan
Xianguan at the original site, and reappeared the quintessence of this well — known historical and
cultural garden — tablet corridor in 1998. To match with it, we have published Famous Garden
Essencc of Haishan Xianguan. We hope it would benefit people of various circles understanding
more this famous garden and its works, understanding more Liwan's history and culture. It's our
desire to develope Liwan's culture in new era .

Many thanks to cultural staff of Liwan District and experts from Guangzhou Art Museum who
have co — operated and worked hard , thanks to people of all circles who supported and concerned
themselves with the work. The publication of the book is not only a protection, a collation and a
utilization of cultural heritage, but also a gift for the 50th anniversary of the country.

July 1999
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