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Preface

The Suzhou Engraving Institute will publish a selection of engraving works and asked me to preface it with an
introduction during my residing in Japan. I feel honoured to do it.

In the history of developing Chinese engraving, the region of Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Fujian provinces has been a
famous base of ancient engraving south of our country. Through the Sung. Yuan, Ming and Ching dynasties, there had
come out a lot of excellent works which have been the gems of ancient Chinese engraving heritage. Especially in the end
of the Ming Dynasty and in the Ching Dynasty. the Suzhou Taohuawu wood-cut new year pictures spreaded far and
wide abroad through trade with foreign countries and had such a great influence upon the Japanese engravings that they
were named “the Suzhou engraving™ by Japanese engraving historians and have won international recognition.

After the founding of New China, Suzhou engraving inherited the excellent tradition of new style graphic advocated
by Mr. Lu Xun and has been developing vigorously. For thirty years Suzhou engravers who have stricked root in real
life, constantly strengthened artists practice and struggled for creating contemporary Chinese engraving with Suzhou
Style, have at last developed a school of their own with wood-cut in watercolour block printing depicting the landscapes
South of the Yangtze River. Now the works of Suzhou engravers have enjoyed high reputation both at home and abroad
and were exhibited in Victoria, Canada; Kobe, Japan; and other countries. The Kobe’s well-known researchist Huang
Chuan Yi Xiong made reviews on Suzhou engraving: “The Suzhou engravers have inherited the graceful effect of ink
and was of the Wumen Painting School and have turned it into wood-cut language of their own. This contribution made
by Suzhou engravers is highly commendable. The Suzhou engravings of watercolour block printing are characterised by
ingeniously depicting the scenery south of the Yangtze River with beautiful hills and waters, charm fields and quaint
gardens.” There are materials indicating that 169 works of Suzhou engraving have been sent on show in the national
painting exhibitions, national engraving exhibitions and high-level exhibitions abroad; 112 works have been collected by
galleries, liberaries and museums at home and abroad, and more than ten Suzhou engravers have honoured with various
awards. All these lively represent the great achievements that have been taken by Suzhou engravers.

Now the founding of Suzhou Engraving Institute marks that Suzhou engravers are advancing their art to a new stage
and the publishing of the “Selected Works of the Suzhou Engraving Institute” reflects the achievements taken by Suzhou
engravers. As artists, we must constantly bring forth new ideas in the arts. It is our wish that Suzhou engravers make
greater contribution to starting a golden age in contemporary Chinese engraving arts.

Li Ping Fan Jan, 1992 Tokyo
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WHsE  AE (BRERZIZIY ) 62X3%cm 19914F
PAN YU YU  The Xieqiao bridge (Antiquities series V)
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mHEE B 57.5X38em 19894
PAN YU YU A broken wall



MEE AR (BRZRSIZ ) 59X45em
PAN YU YU Dunhua bridge (Antiquities series [T )



WHEE K 46X30.5em
PAN YU YU A look at one family
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wmeE BN
51X4lcm 19884
PAN YU YU Leisure mood




wmeE  AERBIE/ANT  54x4250m
PAN YU YU A river in the village



JifEB OB 49.5x49em
ZHOU WEI MING Making new shoes
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B AR 39X385cm
ZHOU WEI MING  Fish
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FifER SO (Z ) 38X 39em
ZHOU WEI MING One of antiquities series ( [ )




