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1. SPRING (1)

The river coils' about for ten /i* and looks blue in
the fog. Behind it lies a meadow of a fresh green, and behind
the meadow lies a plain. Some waterfowls® are seen flying
over the lake in the distance*, crying all the time. Through
the white light that is full of moisture® and pervades the
air, a stretch® of distant landscape greets the eye.
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2. SPRING (2)

Beautiful spring comes after dull winter. At this time
birds sing their sweet songs, the breeze brings wafts' of
fragrance, and green willow trees wave about with wind
and look smiling. Peach flowers put forth? their pretty
faces, and all kinds of flowers and grasses are in full
development. Trees of various sizes put forth their tender
leaves, and show us that their period of luxuriance® will
soon return. Both hills and streams present a peculi_ar, fresh

and active appearance®. The universe® itself is beginning

its new life.
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3. EARLY SPRING

It is very warm today. The stream sends ripples’ down
the mountain, which glitter* in the sunshine. The snow
is melting® . A scent of spring is in the air in the country;
that is, a vital and moist breath* issuing from the forest.
It still freezes in the night. But at noon the ground becomes

slippery® , and the eaves® drip? water incessantly.
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4. A WOOD IN EARLY SPRING

There are some shrubs' in part of the woodland?.
Trunks of young birch® trees look like silvery pillars
covered with grey links, and stand closely. Countless tiny*
leaves on the small trees give out a‘bright and soft sheen®,
and look as if they had been washed and varnished®. The
tender grasses of new spring have already sent out’ their
tiny tongues from among the flat and gloomy layers® of
leaves left there since last autumn. Narrow paths run in
all directions® in the forest.
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6. A GARDEN IN EARLY SPRING

The whole garden is covered with the verdure' of
early spring. Though the noises of insects may often be
heard, yet they are not so numerous as in summer. New
leaves rustle?*, and small birds sing on all hands. In a tree
there warble® two white pigeons® . A solitary dove® changes
its place now and then®, and utters a monotonous™ note.
In the distance, behind the pond of the mill, a number of
crows make a caw comparable to® the noise of the rolling
of many wheels with wood axles®. Over this fresh and
peaceful life there float'® the beautiful clouds like so many
big birds.
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6. SUNSHINE ON A SPRING MORNING

Gradually the sky becomes cleaner and brighter. The
sun in the morning gives out no intense warmth, but casts
its sheen on the brightness characteristic' of early spring.
It rises quietly and beautifully from the purple golden
waves of the river and mounts up® the azure® and
transparent® sky. On the right, there are brown and high
banks of the river surrounding® some green trees; on the
left, dewy® leaves glitter in the deep green fields. There
floats in the air a breath of earth” and a breath of fresh
spring grass; there is also .a fragrant odour® of the pine
trees.
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7. SPRING IN THE COUNTRY

Just pay a visit to the country, near Swafow', and
you will see the farmers with big straw hats* on their
heads, bending and working hard to sow seed in the
fields. Suppose® you follow the farmers, after they have
finished their work, to their home, you will see then that
nearly every household® is engaged in® reating silkworms® .
In the yard the mulberry trees” are covered with luxuriant
green leaves which they pick every day. Along the stream
petals® of various colours are floating, and boats carrying
joyful fellows® can be seen paddling®® .

10



