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1 READY FOR A GREAT
ADVENTURE

On November 7, 2000, the voters in the State of New York
elected a woman as the new senator to represent them in
Washington, D.C., for the next six years. She was not only the
first woman ever elected to the Senate from that State, but she
had resided in New York for only 10 months before her election.
At the time of her election she was also the nation’s first lady, the
wife of the president of the United States. Her name was Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

What made Hillary such a strong political candidate that
millions of voters would want to elect her? One of the most likely
reasons is that she is a do-gooder. She has wanted to improve all
kinds of things and has been pushing for one reform or another
ever since her college days. When the end of her time as first lady
was near, she might have returned to her profession as a lawyer.
She might have appeared on the lecture circuit, where she could
have charged extremely high fees for making speeches at
conventions and corporate meetings. Or she might have taken an
executive job with a powerful and wealthy foundation dedicated to
good works. But instead, Hillary Rodham Clinton tackled the
tough world of New York State politics. Even though most experts
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thought she would lose, Hillary believed that as a senator she
could do more to make changes than she could in any other way,
and she was determined to win the office.

New York U. S. Senator-elect Hillary Rodham Clinton celebrates her victory with daughter
Chelsea and President Bill Clinton, Nov. 7, 2000. (Associated Press)
AANETSWAYRERNE - TENE - TRTESLER - THRERGKR LILYIR
PRI EW KM, 2000 £ 11 B 7 B, (FEEE)

Proud and Straitlaced Parents

During the Great Depression of the 1930s, Hillary’s father, Hugh
Rodham, played football and majored in physical education at
Penn State while earning college money by working in a
Pennsylvania coal mine. For four years after college, he was a

curtain salesman in Chicago. During World War II he served as a
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Navy chief petty officer teaching physical education. He married
Dorothy Howell, a secretary at the curtain company, in 1942.
Their first child, Hillary Diane, was born on October 26, 1947.

Soon after the war, Hugh Rodham started his own business in
Chicago. He made draperies for hotels and corporate offices,
printing and cutting the cloth himself, then sewing and installing
it. His wife served as bookkeeper for,the business. In 1950, they
paid cash for a yellow-brick Georgian house in Park Ridge, a well-
to-do suburb north-west of Chicago. Hillary’s brother, Hugh
Rodham Jr., was born that year, and another brother, Anthony,
arrived in 1954.

The Rodhams were proud and straitlaced. Hillary’s father
drove a Cadillac, chewed tobacco, and expressed strong opinions
to anyone ready to argue politics with him. Watching his sons play
baseball, he sat in his own folding chair far down left field from
the crowd in the grandstand. When Hugh Jr. , quarterback of his
high school football team, completed 10 out of 11 passes to win
the conference championship, his father greeted him with, “I got
nothing to say to you, except that you should have completed the
other one.”

Hillary was nearly four when her family moved to the Park
Ridge house. Day after day, she went out to play in the
neighborhood, then came home in tears. One girl whom the boys
admitted to their gang was beating up on Hillary to keep her from
joining the group. Finally, Hillary’s mother told her, “There’s no
room in this house for cowards. The next time she hits you, I
want you to hit her back.” Soon Hillary reported, “I can play
with the boys now.”
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Hillary Rodham (standing) poses with high school classmates in 1964. (Associated
Press, Park Ridge HS)
ANE - BENB(EPUYE)STLR¥EH, 1964 F, (BT, BEES
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Hillary’s mother had always told her daughter that school was
a great adventure in which she would learn great things. By fifth
grade at Eugene Field Elementary, Hillary Rodham was such a
good student that, the following year, her teacher also moved up
to sixth grade so she could teach Hillary for another year. But
when Hillary brought home straight-A report cards, her father’s
only comment was, “You must go to a pretty easy school. ” Still,
he taught her how to read stock tables and how to hit a curveball
in school softball games.

While a schoolgirl, Hillary earned many Girl Scout badges
and was a competent athlete in tennis, soccer, softball, and table
tennis. Entering high school, she was a wading-pool lifeguard
with her junior life-saving certificate and was earning spending

money as a baby-sitter.

An Active Student
In Park Ridge’s Maine East High School, Hillary was a strong
competitor in her studies and activities. She worked hard not only
to land on the honor roll but to earn places on the prom
committee, the “cultural values” committee, and the student
council. Her classmates had strong opinions about her. To some,
she seemed too serious and distant. Others thought her bossy. But
everyone agreed that she was one of the most mature and active
members of her class, and she had a reputation for expressing
herself well and getting things done.

Park Ridge was a staunchly Republican community. During
the presidential campaign in 1964, Hillary headed the membership
committee of her high school’s Students for Barry Goldwater, who
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was running against incumbent Democratic President Lyndon B.
Johnson. In a debate, she was required to represent Johnson’s
side. She later recalled that she “had to study all these positions
and I had to learn things from a different point of view, not just
what my father had said or what my community believed. That
opened me up to looking at things from a different point of view.”

The “University of Life”

The first strong nonfamily influence in Hillary’s life was the
Reverend Don Jones. In the summer of 1961, when Hillary was
14, Rev. Jones arrived at First Methodist, the Rodhams’ church,
as a new minister just out of seminary. As a young minister, Jones
was excited about breathing new life and fresh ideas into this
formal community. He took charge of the youth group, renaming
it the “University of Life” and introducing the young people to the
poetry of T. S. Eliot and e. e. cummings, the music of Bob
Dylan, and such films as Francois Truffaut’s The 400 Blows.

That summer, Hillary got older students from First
Methodist’s Bible school to baby-sit for the children of migrant
workers on the farms beyond the Chicago suburbs. Jones
chauffeured Hillary and her friends to the camps in his sporty red
convertible, a car with which he enjoyed startling the town.

Jones took the church youth group to Chicago on April 15,
1962, to hear a sermon by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
Titling his address “Remaining Awake Through a Revolution,”
King said many Americans were Rip Van Winkles, sleeping
soundly while great social changes occurred. It was just how
Hillary had heard Jones describe Park Ridge. Next, Jones took
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A busy student takes a break in the sunshine. (Wellesley College Archives)

RUYEBENFEEELTHR. (FREFIHRERE)

the University of Life to Chicago again to hear a radical organizer
named Saul Alinsky, who would soon become one of Hillary’s
influential mentors in college.

Thus, Don Jones was instrumental in opening Hillary’s eyes
and mind to the world beyond Park Ridge. She not only heard the
messages of Martin Luther King and Saul Alinsky; she acted on
them by reaching out to the larger community through charitable
works. For example, she took lemonade and cupcakes to minority
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children whose parents were cultivating and harvesting the fruit
and vegetables for Chicago markets. She also tutored these
children and sewed their clothes and their dolls’ clothes. Through
the children, Hillary learned much more about the vastness and
diversity of the human race. '
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