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A Brief Introduction

Xuan Zang is a prominent Buddhistic master in Chinese his-
tory. The opinions of Xuan Zang are always incompatible : people
highly praise the outstanding achievement what he got when he
went west to India along with hardships and suffering, and exter-
nal effect therefore brought; on the other hand people always de-
base that he amended the old theories’ mistakes, inherited right
theories, and came down offspring, these theories maybe bring
revolutionary significance to Chinese Buddhism and the whole
Chinese culture. Nowadays, East Asia tradition should answer the
challenge of modemity by the way of getting rid of anti-
intellectualism’s mistake and reconstructing intellectual space.
What we need is just the spirit that Xuan Zang sought ultimate
value by the way of seeking truth.

This book fully makes use of Tripitaka literature, consults lots
of domestic and overseas researchful works, and tries to systemati-
cally clean up and exactly appraise Xuan Zang’s thought from the
history of ideas, especially the development of Vijfianavadin. On
the base of reconsidering some difficult points of Xuan Zang’s
whole life, this book comprises meticulous and in-depth research
in the basic problems of VijfiGnavadin, for instance “eight con-
sciousnesses ( astau vijfindni)”, “seed (bija) and perfumation
(vasanda )”, “the transformation of consciousness ( vijfiGna-
parinama) ” . Heidegger said that the history of literature is to be-
come the history of problems. That is the direction which this book
makes great efforts to.
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