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As east and west interflow civilization is carried on

A

Li Wei
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“So bright a gleam on the foot of my bed—Could there have been a frost already? Lifting myself to look, I found that it was moonlight. Sinking
back again, I thought suddenly of home.”

This Tang poem, which has been recited by generations after generations, bespeaking the long—reaching source of the expansive and profound
traditional Chinese culture, is a sparkling reflection of the soul of the Chinese nation. All sons and daughters of the Chinese nation, with black eyes and
yellow skin, no matter where on earth they are, always keep in their mind the consciousness of their roots of Chinese culture.

Nearly 4 million overseas Chinese trace their ancestry to the Jiangmen Wuyi area. Their residency spreads out to 107 countries and regions all over
the world. Though they may live far away, there is always a tie that binds their heart to their homeland. While accepting western cultures, deep down
they also feel an unalienable attachment for Chinese culture. They have made great contributions in introducing Chinese culture into the global world, as
well as western cultures into China.

In response to the wishes of many compatriots living overseas, to provide a ready access for overseas Chinese to Chinese culture, to improve their
knowledge of their ancestral land, and to promote the interflow between Chinese culture and foreign cultures in their variegated forms, a series of books
are to be published under the cover title of “Overseas Chinese Children's Readers” . The series is sponsored by the Jiangmen Bureau for Foreign and
Overseas Chinese Affairs, and co—edited and published by the Jiangmen Bureau for Culture, Broadcasting, Press and Publication, the J langmen
Association for External Cultural Exchange, and the Editorial Board of (hina Overseas. The books will come out in original Chinese text coupled with
English explanation, and will all be richly illustrated. It is hoped they will serve as suitable extracurricular reading for overseas Chinese.

The publication of the above—mentioned series is itself a product of the cultural exchange between Chinese and foreign cultures, as well as a fruit of
culture that has been fructified from the homeland of overseas Chinese. I sincerely hope that the Chinese culture will continue to grow and develop
amidst the merge of the pluralistic cultures of the world. I also hope that the newly sprouted series will grow up strong as it will continuously be
nurtured by the rain and dew of Chinese as well as western cultures.
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Chapter One: A Heaven—sent Son
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A HEAVEN-SENT SON

On the noon of April 13, 1863 (the seventh year
of the Tongzhi reign period, Qing Dynasty), thick
clouds overcast the Baizu Mountain, lightning
flashed and thunder rolled. In an instant, heavy rain
poured down on the banks of the Tanjiang River,
moistening the fertile land and nourishing the green
crop shoots. The villages and farmhouses were also
basked in the welcome rain. The spring wind and
rain brought hope to the toiling farmers who put
down their tools, let loose their cattle, and went back
home to rest.

The Tanjiang River,whimpering as usual,
flowed by the foot of the Baizhu Mountain and
threaded through the ancient town of Chikan,
Kaiping. Two kilometers from the town, from a low
and narrow farmhouse at Niululi Village, Zhong—gu
Township, Jiaodizhou, came the sharp cries of a
new—born baby amid the symphony of wind, rain,
thunder and lightning. The neighbors all came to
congratulate.
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“Auntie Wu, it's a heaven—sent boy. It's a great
blessing for you. You'll have no worry in the
future.” “Uncle Rong, your fifth child has chosen
an auspicious day to come to the world. He will rise
in the world.”
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“ Ah, Number Five is a descendant of the Fire

03
Dragon. He will rise to a prominent position.” g%?:
...... %
The crying of the baby and the congratulations of i&
neighbors and friends inspired the heart of the parents %?
of the baby. The couple was basked in joy. glﬁ
However, in a time of hunger and of the turmoil %;Z

and chaos of war, one more mouth meant an extra
burden. The father Situ Kairong wanted to give the
child away, but the mother Wu Guixiu was loath to
part with her heart's darling. Since the boy was sent by
heaven, she would bring him up by any means, even
by begging, she thought. If he was a dragon, she would
send him down to the sea; if he was a tiger, she would
send him up the mountain.

The couple pinned their dreams and aspirations
on this fifth child and expected him to excel.

ONVLIAIN (LIS ONNOA 40 AYOLS THL

Number Five, though born on an auspicious day,
was not destined to live in the lap of luxury; instead,

he came to a family in misery and poverty. He grew up
amidst hunger, humiliation and suffering. Heaven
bestowed on him not fresh flowers or fine wine but
thorns and bitter fruits.

This descendant of the Fire Dragon and the fifth
child is the hero in this book—Situ Meitang—whose
original name was Xianyi and whose style was Jizan.
His fellow villagers affectionately called him Xianzai.
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THE STORY OF YOUNG SITU MEITANG
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HITTING THE BULLIES AND THEIR DOG
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In 1874, when Xianzai was six, a merciless him. Even if he was defeated, he would try to give the
misfortune befell him—-his father Situ Kairong died rival a few punches. Though he was very young, he
from poverty and disease. His wretched mother Wu would right wrongs or injustices when a poor child
Guixiu had to bear the burden of supporting the was bullied. As he was not as strong as bigger boys,
family alone. She scraped together some money and he was often beaten black and blue, but he never
sent Xianzai to school. flinched. As a result he had developed a strong sense

Xianzai was very intelligent and hard—working , of justice and would try his best to protect the weak E
so he was outstanding in his studies. But as his family against the strong. All the kids from poor families é
was very poor and he was fatherless, the boy in rags were fond of him and would go with him to school. E
was often subject to discrimination and abuse by kids Once on the way home from school, he met two %
from rich families, and was sometimes even beaten. kids much older than him from rich families bullying é

In the rural areas of Wuyi there used to be many his female fellow student called Deng Caixia. E
martial arts schools. At the time, many people, before Without wasting words, he rushed up and began to hit z
venturing overseas, would learn some kungfu lest the two bullies who, unable to withstand him, turned
they should be bullied by foreigners when they were round and ran home. Little Situ Meitang pursued
abroad. For the sake of self-defense, Xianzai often until he reached the home of one of them. The two g;ﬂf
went to the village martial arts school with some bullies hid in the house and sent a dog out to fight é?—é
other children from poor families to observe the him. if
teachers instructing kung fu. He had a retentive The dog pounced on him. Situ Meitang, bare— £
memory and could remember all the tricks. When he fisted, could not resist the dog. He was bitten in the g
got home, he would practice hard and then he leg and felt piercing pain. At this point, he had a ;
mastered two sets of Nanquan (Southern Boxing) brainwave. He led the dog to the side of the road %
movements. Whenever he was bullied, no matter how where there was a thick stick. He picked it up and hit 8
much older his opponent was, he would fight with the head of the dog very hard. The dog lay down on
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the ground, barking weakly.

A Chinese saying goes that one bullies the owner
by beating his dog. This time Situ had made big
trouble.

Hearing the screech of the dog, a man hurried out
from the house. He wore a gown covered by a short—
sleeve jacket and carried a long queue on his head.
He was the owner of the dog.

The owner came to Situ Meitang looking very
vicious. He grabbed the stick from him, and without
wasting words, swung the stick to Situ Meitang. Situ
Meitang fell to the ground after receiving a few
strokes. When the man raised the stick and was about
to deal another stroke on his head, the stick was
caught by someone from behind. This man who put
an end to the atrocity was a middle—aged chivalrous
man. He reasoned with the owner of the dog:

“ Big brother, if you don't stop, the boy will
die.” “ A human life for a dog's life. It's nothing
unusual.” The dog owner said, huffing.

The middle—aged man picked up the boy from
the ground and carried him home. Situ Meitang's
mother took over the badly—injured boy and gazed at
him with agony. She choked with sobs and tears fell
to Situ Meitang's face like strings of beads.

“Xianzai,” she sobbed, “if death takes you away,

what will 1 do?”
The half-unconscious boy lying in his mother's

o oSN = 0/
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arms heard his mother's crying and said feebly:
“Mother, I will revenge!”

Hearing the boy's words, the mother felt even
worse as if her nerves were stricken by lightning. She
feared his son would get into even greater trouble.
She said to the boy:

“Silly child, how can you prevail over them?”
While the mother and son were talking, the middle—
aged man had fetched a bottle of medicinal wine and
some pellets from his home and hurriedly applied the
wine to the boy's wounds. Then he pounded the
pellets to small pieces in a bowl and fed the boy.
Before leaving, the middle—aged man exhorted the
mother:

“Sister Wu, do not let the child out. Go and
gather some herbs for his injuries and brew some
soup for him. Some other day I will come to treat the
boy.”

With tearful eyes the mother said, “Big Brother
Liu, thank you so much. If it had not been for you, the
boy would have been no more.”

“There is no need for you to stand on ceremony.
Take care of the child and heal his wounds before you
plan anything else.” With these words, he departed.
This Big Brother Liu was Liu Fu of the neighboring
village. In his youth he was rather well-known in the
neighborhood for his skills in kungfu. Liu was also of
a miserable background. Before he reached one year




old, his father went overseas, never to be heard from again. His poor
mother brought him up, forever expecting in vain the father to return
and bring some money to relieve the stress of the family. As winter
turned into spring year after year, there had been no news of the father,
dead or alive. The family was falling into desperate straits and Liu Fu
had to go to a workshop in the neighboring county Xinhui to earn a
meager income to support his mother. He was now over forty and yet
could not afford to take a wife. This time his mother died of illness and
he came back to attend to her funeral. He happened to see little Situ
Meitang torn by a dog and bullied by its owner. Out of a sense of justice,
he saved the child from the scourge and treated his wounds. The mother
and son owed a great debt of gratitude to him.

A dozen days had passed and little Situ Meitang's wounds had
improved. The mother was afraid that he would make trouble again.
Besides, the family was in increasing distress. So the mother consulted
with Liu Fu and asked him to take her son out to work. By this way the
boy could support himself and avoid making trouble. Moreover, the
poor boy was unwilling to go to school because there he was despised
by the kids from rich families for he was poor and in rags. Liu Fu
granted the request of the mother and agreed to take him to Xinhui. The
day before they left, the boy bowed to Uncle Liu Fu three times and
then knelt down before his mother. Then Liu Fu and the boy scarcely
eleven years old left their hometown and ventured out to make a living.

Thereafter, the boy took upon himself the burden of life and embarked
on the journey of life.
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WORKSHOP EXPERIENCE AND MASTER-DISCIPLE FRIENDSHIP
THE STORY OF YOUNG SITU MEITANG

BEBRO®BD®,

o




