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The Art of Architecture @
Renaissance of the Middle-aged Generation Architects

Abstract

he worst time is indeed perhaps the best time. Since the middle 1990s, a surge of youthful energy

has been obvious in Taiwan's architectural industry. Various forms of creative expressions flour-

ished due to a freedom of thought which could be attributed to the lessening social control after the
lift of the martial law. However, the 1990s' Taiwan had been on the decline from the golden era of economic
prosperity. Economic stagnation had seriously damaged the real estate market; one of the 'four tigers of
Asia' as it was, Taiwan was not totally unaffected by the Asian financial crisis which erupted in 1997.
Moreover, an earthquake, occurred at an interval of a century, struck the island on September 21, 1999.
This terrible disaster caused heavy casualty and devastating loss to local industries, and further deteriorated
Taiwan's economy.

Nevertheless, as it is seen, a group of people have been searching for ideal houses to live in Yi-lan
ever since 1994. Up to the present time, the 'Yi-lan House' project still has influence on subsequent proj-
ects. The architecture award organized by Far Eastern Memorial Foundation of the Far East Group in 1999
not only was the first award given by private institutions but offered the highest award of one million NT dol-
lars for the winner of Award of Distinction. After the 921 Earthquake, numerous campus reconstruction proj-
ects were conceived, which brought forth a great number of architects. The New Campus movement born
out of these projects triggered a series of changes for the environment of education and development in
Taiwan, from hardware to software, from quantity to quality.

In the 1990s, the young architects who had been studying abroad returned to Taiwan successively.
They seized the chance to plunge themselves into the social pulse, and the shared experiences among
them stimulated a blossoming of new ideas. The architects that this book introduces, including Tsai Yuan-
liang and Chen Lian-chuan, Chien Hsueh-yi, Huang Chien-hsing, Lin Jou-min, Liao Wei-li, Su Victor Yuchu,
Chiu Jay Wen-chieh, Chiang Le-ching, Kung Shu-chang, Hwang Sheng-yuan, Yang Kyle Chia-kai, and Li
Lu-chih, emerged, almost unexceptionally, out of the current of the era.

In the past ten years, these architects have turned from their 30s to 40s, from novices to experts. The
phenomenon of their simultaneous emergence during this period can be termed the 'Renaissance of the
Middle-aged Generation Taiwanese Architects.' In offering an analysis of the context from which they arose,
and a comparison and contrast of these architects, this volume intends to demonstrate how the architectural
thinking of contemporary Taiwan, which is both culturally situated and internationally perceptive, has

become an observable issue.
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