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Preface

This book is a collection of my studies on the origin of Chinese civilizations and the
archaeology of the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties and is my second publication after
Studies on the Structure and System of Chinese Bronze Cultures in 1998. From 1961
that I graduated from the Specialty of Archaeology of Peking University I have been en-
gaged in Chinese archaeology for fifty years. I still remember clearly that my classmates
and I royally vowed to sever the state healthily for fifty years when the university car-
ried out the Great Leap Forward of Education and Sport in 1958, Personally, I did not
make great achievements in past fifty years except realizing the wish of my early age.
Therefore, the publishing of this book is not only a report but also a commemoration,

There are three parts in this book. Part I features eleven articles on the origin and
forming of Chinese early civilizations. My major specialty is the archaeology of the Xia,
Shang and Zhou dynasties and I became interested in the origin and forming of Chinese
civilizations because that the study on the Xia dynasty is firmly related to the origin of
civilization and that I knew the Chronclogy Project of the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynas-
ties was the first step of the study on the origin and forming of Chinese civilizations. In
2000 the project of the Preliminary Study on the Origin of Chinese bivilizations started
and I was one of the principal scholars. The paper Several assumptions on the study of
Chinese ancient civilizations collected in this book was the proposal to set up a follow—
up project and drafted by Professor Zhu Fenghan, Xu Tianjin and me when the Chronol-
ogy Project of the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties was closing. Now the project of the
Study on the Origin of Chinese Civilizations has been in the third stage and most sub-
jects we suggested in the proposal have been accepted. The article The questions that
claim attention during the study of the origin and formation of Chinese ancient civili-
zations is a speech I gave at the conference of the origin and forming of states in ancient
China conducted by Hebei Provincial Normal University at the west mausoleums of the

Qing dynasty in Yixian county in April 2009, In this article I discussed a series key is-



6 XHARRE=ZREEHLH

sues such as the reason of studying the origin and formation of Chinese civilizations,
how to deal with archaeological materials and extant historical documents, how to fol-
low the guidelines of Marxism, how to treat western archaeological theories and meth-
ods, how to employ technological means in archaeology and how to learn from former
scholars, all of which I believe are beneficial for shaping the study in this field. The ar-
ticle Criteria on the formation of ancient civilization is a speech too that I presented at
the conference of Theory and Practice of Settlement Archaeology in China, Memorizing
the 30th Anniversary 6f the Excavation of Xinzhai Site held in Xinmi in Henan province
in December 2009. In this article I suggested that the evolution of settlement pattern
should be a key point to judge whether a civilization formed, and that state being the
top method of civilization was the main principle during the study. 1 also put forward
ten research aspects about the subject, including the emergence of large — scale settle-
ment site, construction of defense installations, discovery of religious and ritual re-
mains, polarization of cemeteries, emergence of official handicraft workshop and stor-
age, employment of weapons and scepters, origin of writing characters that monopo-
lized by aristocrats, alien peoples and their remains in settlement sites, hierarchy among
settlement sites and the rule of obtaining and distributing resource inside settlement
site. Furthermore, I outlined the evolution process of Chinese ancient civilizations from
six aspects. Although it is a conference speech, I have thought about over years.

The follow articles such as The era of the Three Emperors and Five Sovereigns in
archaeological view, Two evolutionary methods of Chinese ancient civilizations, in-
spirations from the jades buried in the noble tombs of Hongshan, Liangzhu and Yang-
shao cultures, Suggestions of the great tombs of early and mid Songze culture at
Dongshancun site in Zhangjiagang and The three stages of the evolution of Chinese
ancient civilization, expound my viewpoints clearly. The most important point I
stressed here is that there were two different methods during the forming of Chinese
civilization, one attaching great importance to religious authority and the other regard-
ing state authority much more. As I mentioned in my papers, Yangshao culture and its
successive cultures such as Henan Longshan culture, Erlitou culture, Shang and Zhou
cultures, all of which were mainly distributed in the Central Plains, developed the
method of stressing state authority, ensuring a sustainable evolution and the continua-
tion of civilizations. On the contrary, Hongshan and Liangzhu cultures, both emphasi-

zing religious authority and consuming social resources overly for sacrificial activities,
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did not become the core culture of ancient China.

Part II focuses the archaeology on the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties and features
thirty four papers. More than one third of them are research papers and the others in-
clude prefaces 1 wrote for scholars’ books and speech texts given in various confer-
ences. Since all of the papers, including the latter ones, represented my viewpoints tru-
ly, I collect them in this book too. Among the papers there are eight ones concerning
the Xia dynasty (seven about the Xia culture and one discussing the proto— Shang cul-
ture). Undoubtedly, the early Xia culture is the core of my research. Basically, my un-
derstanding on the Xia culture includes the follows, a) the late Henan Longshan culture
represented by the large city site at Wangchenggang in Dengfeng, the Xinzhai — phase
remains represented by the second period of Xinzhai site in Xinmi and the Erlitou culture
represented by Erlitou site in Yanshi embodied the early, middle and late periods of the
Xia culture individually;and b) the large city found at Wangchenggang site was King
Yu’s Yangcheng mentioned in historical recordings, the Xinzhai — phase remains was
the Xia culture after the great event that King Yi of the East Yi people defeating the Xia
people, and Erlitou culture was the Xia culture refreshed by King Shaokang and ending
in the period of King Jie. The proto— Shang culture developed parallelly with the Xia
culture, but its study is much weaker than that of the Xia culture since Professor Zou
Heng advancing the subject about fifty years ago. From July 27 to 29 of 2009 the con-
ference on the proto— Shang culture was held in Hebi of Henan and Shijiazhuang of He-
bei, during which I published the paper A new beginning of the study of the proto—
Shang culture and issues some suggestions on the topic. Among the total eleven articles
about the Shang dynasty there are important ones such as Reconsiderations on the
Zhengzhou Shang city and The territorial limits and measures of the Shang dynasty as
seen from the clan distribution reflected by the clan symbols on the bronzes of Yinxu
period. In former article I made a general survey of the excavated materials from
Zhengzhou Shang city site, found that some remains such as W22 city wall, grave
97C8IIT166M6 and nos. 7, 9 and 12 hammed earth foundations at Beidajie were earlier
than the ash pit H9 discovered at Erligang in Zhengzhou, and concluded that the Shang
city at Zhengzhou was initially a military base which was established by the Shang peo-
ple before they overthrow the Xia dynasty and featured three walled sections, the palace
city, inner city and outer city. The latter article is a complete collection of the clan sym-

bols seen on Shang bronzes and oracle and bone inscriptions unearthed from Yinxu and
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other areas and also a research on the social structure in the late Shang dynasty by ex-
amining the territories, the relationship between the Shang kings and marquises in that
period. The other articles on Shang culture can be regarded as my further researches on
the structure and system of the bronze cultures in this time.

Among the eight essays on the Zhou dynasties are speeches, prefaces and research
papers, including the address at the International Conference of the Archaeology in
Zhouyuan and Western Zhou Culture in Xi’an, August 6, 2005, the essay on the hoar-
ded bronzes from Yangjiacun in Meixian county and three papers on the archaeology in
the area south of the Five Ridges. The article titled A new chronological scale of the
archaeology in the area south of the Five Ridges is the preface of the excavation report
Boluo Henglingshan. In the article A new discussion on the beginning of bronze foun-
ding in the area south of the Five Ridges 1 tried to demonstrate that the bronzes made
by the people of Fubin culture which is dated in late Shang dynasty and early Western
Zhou dynasty were the germination of bronze industry in the area south of the Five Rid-
.ges. The other article An archaeological examination on the civilization process in
eastern Guangdong was a summary report of the archaeological works in the area carried
out by Peking University and Guangdong Provincial Institute of Archaeology from 2003
to 2005,

Part III is a unit collecting my studies of the Jin culture. The excavations in Houma
in 1960s and the identification of Xintian, the last capital of the Jin state, illuminated
the study on the history of the powerful Jin state of the Zhou times. In 1963, headed by
Professor Gao Ming from Peking University and Mr. Zhang Wanzhong from Shanxi
Provincial Committee of Cultural Relics, senior students from the Specialty of Archaeol-
ogy of Peking University surveyed and excavated at Qucun site in Quwo county. In
1979 Professor Zou Heng and his archaeological team from Peking University conducted
another survey and excavation there. From 1980 to 1989 large—scaled excavations were
regularly carried out at Qucun site every two years under Professor Zou. From 1992 to
2001 the excavations at the cemetery of the Jin marquises and their consorts played main
role in the study.

As a participant of the excavations at Qucun in 1979, 1980 and 1984 and the direc-
tor of the excavations at Jin marquis cemetery, it is quite nature to me to be interested
in Jin culture. The fourteen essays collected here represent my general understandings

on Jin culture and Jin marquis cemetery. The paper titled The excavations and studies
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of the Jin marquis cemetery which was issued at the International Conference of the
Bronzes Unearthed from Jin Marquis Cemetery in Shanghai in 2002 is a comprehensive
introduction on the excavations and my personal views on the cemetery. Comparatively,
the other thirteen articles focused specific questions on the cemetery and excavated ob-
jects. I list my main points as below:
a) the cemetery was an excusive burial locétion of the nine Jin marquises and their con-
sorts; it started from the second generation Marquis Xiefu and ended in the tenth mar-
quis Wenhou;
b) the cemetery endured from the interim of the early and mid Western Zhou dynasty to
the early Spring and Autumn period, or from late period of King Zhao to King Ping;
¢) the layout of the tombs in the cemetery did not observe the so—called Zhaomu regu-
lation;
d) the sacrificial pits at the cemetery were the remains of the sacrifices given to the
tomb occupants;
e) no accessory construction was built over the tombs;
f) in the Jin marquises’ tombs the bronze combination of five ding wares and four or six
gui wares was generally discovered, while their consorts’ tombs featured the combina-
tion of three ding and two or four gui wares, marking that the Jin state was a remote
state of the Western Zhou regime;
g) the figure Shu Ze mentioned in the inscription of the square ding ware unearthed
from tomb M114 in the cemetery was Shu Yu, the founder of the Jin state and King
Cheng’s younger brother, therefore, the square ding is the first confirmed bronze item
affiliated to Shu Yu;
h) the discovery of the bronzes featuring early Western Zhou styles but in poor quality
unearthed from the tombs of M64, M62, M63, M93 and M102 indicated the trend of
classicism in the closing period of the Western Zhou dynasty;
i) the jades buried in M63, the tomb of Marquis Mu’s consort, indicated the transition
of from using funerary jades to adopting artworks;
i) the inscription on the newly discovered bronze Yao gong gut substantiated that Tian-
ma— Qucun site was the capital established by Marquis Xiefu and that the capital of
Marquis Shu Yu’s Tang state was beyond this area.

The articles collected in this book were written in recent some ten years, so there

were different viewpoints on some specific issues. Now I keep them all in original faces,
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but I wish readers to adopt my latest ideas.

Time is slipping away and I am going into old age. I understand it is the law of na-
ture, however, in my mind I do not think T am old. What I often think about are the
unfinished excavation reports of the Jin marquis cemetery and Xueshan site in Chang-
ping, Beijing. 1 am continually attracted by new academic questions and I wish I can
write more. The research process is full of dull and pleasure feeling. When you are loo-
king for evidence among the huge volume of information, you are accompanied with
blankness, however, you feel so happy when you finally solve the issue. In my academ-
ic career I appreciate the world that the distinguished Song poet Lu You described, “Af-
ter endless mountains and rivers that leave doubt whether there is a path out, suddenly
one encounters the shade of a willow, bright flowers and a lovely village. ” I am willing
to experience the state more in my future studies.

I am grateful to many people with whose help this book is published. They are,
Ms. Zhang Xiaozhou, chief editor of the monthly Wenwu , who suggested me to compile
this book, Ms. Zheng Tong, the hard — working commissioning editor of the book,
Professor Lei Xingshan, Professor Sun Qingwei, PhD students Tian Wei, Cao Bin and
Chang Huaiying of Peking University, all providing various helps for the publication of
the book. I highly appreciate them all for their hard work and kindness.

Li Bogian
May 29, 2011
Huilongguan, Beijing
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