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/ SECTION ONE Understanding Academic Lectures
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G’rett ng the Big Picture

s e G s

Objectives

In this unit, you will;

get to know some important tips for note-taking;

learn about a few important steps that lead to full comprehension of a lecture;
listen to a lecture about genetically modified food and practice using the tips for
note-taking;

try to note down key information in an exchange of academic propositions;

learn to enter a discussion;

know strategies to agree and disagree during a discussion.



Improving Your Note-taking Skills

Activity A. preview questions

PowoN o

What do you listen to in English? For what purposes?
What methods do you use to assist comprehension when listening?
What should you write down in your notes for a lecture?

What does a listener need to do in order to comprehend a lecture?

Activity B. different purposes and methods for listening

o,
W Listen to a collection of selected texts, and decide on text type, your purpose for

listening, and method you often use. Add more details and support your ideas with

illustrations.

Weather forecasts

find out weather;

listen for detils;

News reports

keep up to date with world

listen for gist;

Advertisements pay not much attention unless details needed
Recipes find out detuils to cook a dish | listen for detuils; take notes;

Phone calls find out who calls and why | take notes; can repeat;

Speeches find out rules ignore some parts;

Presentations carefully remember detuils; take notes
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extract main argument and detuils; take

Lectures

get information & ideas )
notes; review notes later

Activity C. reading on effective note-taking

Tips for Effective Note-taking

Academic listening usually involves trying to follow a lecture or discussion in English and
writing adequate notes on it. There is also a need for you to be aware of the way lectures are
organized, the particular kind of language that is used in lectures and making sure you know the
language. The most important skill is to learn to recognize the structure of lectures — the main

points and subsidiary points.

You need to practice:

[ Listening skills; skimming — listening to obtain gist; scanning — listening to obtain
specific information

[ Note-taking skills: recognizing lecture structure — understanding relationships in the

lecture ; selective extraction of relevant points to summarize text.

The most effective order of activities when taking notes is; listen, think, understand,

paraphrase, and then write. Here are some tips to follow:

[ Strive to understand the big picture of the lecture. Don’t waste time writing down details
and copying tables or illustrations that can be found in the book and copied later.

[ The lecturers usually repeat and paraphrase information, so make a guess if you miss
some information. Don’t give up listening.

[0 Avoid writing in full sentences. Instead, use abbreviation, shorthand or symbols to save
time (e. g. gov't for government). And be consistent in your use of abbreviation,
shorthand and symbols.

[J Write on your own notebook paper. There is not enough space to take notes on outlines
or handouts provided by the instructor. Skip lines or leave empty spaces for adding

information, clarifying information, or writing down your reflections.



SRR

[0 Try to link new ideas with past lectures and personal experience. When possible,

English for Academic Communication

interpret the lecture into your own words.

Task,

Work out a table of Dos and Don'’ts for effective note-taking based on the passage

you've just read.

Da o Don'ts

10

Activity D signals for main ideas and structure

A signal word or expression shows the connection between what is being said and the
wider context. It enables us to trace the development of ideas in the lecture and offers
us a clue to organize our notes. There are a variety of signal types. Some of them help
us identify the main ideas and move structure of a lecture. Some examples.

[ The topic of today’s talk is. . .

[ There are three main features.
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[ Firstly. . .

O Let’s now move on to. . .
[J Another category is. . .
(J To sum up,. ..

Task_ 1
Can the following help identify main ideas and move structure? Check the ones you
think can serve as the signals. The first one has been done as an example.

( V' ) We'll examine two contrasting opinions about. . .

(

) The last point I'm going to make is. . .
) It’s a very confusing picture.

) I'm going to start by. ..

) Here are some explanations.

) As you all know, ...

Task. 2

o,
‘ﬁ Listen to a lecture about modern art. Check the signals you hear.

) Today we’re going to talk. . . (
) I'll be discussing. . .

) We'll take a look at. . .
) Then I'll describe. . .

) I'm going to start by. ..
) First of all, ...

e e e

Task, 3

——,
%ﬁ Step 1. Listen to the lecture “ Four Things to Do to Understand a Lecture” while
reading the signals. Observe how these signals help you grasp the ideas and structure.

) The next type. . .

) Now I'm going to move on to. . .
) Another purpose of art is. . .

) One typical example is. . .

) To give you some examples. . .

) Let’s take a look at another. . .
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Now there are four things
The first thing is
There are other features
For one thing
Now the next thing
And finally
The next thing is
Two sources of knowledge
The third thing is
Let me give you two reasons
For one thing
And another reason
And there are two types of ( predictions)
Now the last thing is
There are again two reasons
The first one is

And the second reason is

-
&W Step 2. Listen again. Take notes according to the above layout.

Four Things to Do to Understand a Lecture
1. Note the parts that carry meanings
words

stress
infonation
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Step 3. Compare the layout in step 1 and your notes in step 2. Note how the signal and
the content complement each other. Signals enable us to identify main/sub topics and

help us organize our notes, but they are not likely to be the words we note down. The
things we write down are what follow the signals.



Listen and Practice Note-taking Skills

Activity A: reading on GM Food

Genetically modified ( GM ) foods and genetically engineered crops have become a
controversial and heated topic over the last several decades, with no likely end to the debate in
sight anytime soon. The term itself is used to describe food crops that have been modified through
a specific range of techniques, which ultimately give the crops completely new or improved
qualities. These qualities could include improved resistance to pests or they may involve

increasing the nutritional value of the food.

For some, the concept of a genetically modified food can seem very unusual, primarily
because it is seen as meddling with nature. However, the uses are thought to be beneficial to

humans for a number of reasons.

By genetically modifying foods, technologists can insert the gene from one organism into
another organism that does not normally carry that gene. The organism’s genes may be sourced
from one or more other organisms, depending on the desired effects. One example is the use of
bacteria. If a specific kind of bacteria had a protein that could eliminate the larvae from insects,
the use of genes from this bacteria into a crop can mean that the crop has a natural resistance to
that insect. In this way, farmers can reduce costs and improve crop yields by handling pests

without having to use toxic pesticides and herbicides.

If you consider the struggles of growing crops each year, only to have all of the farmer’s hard
work destroyed by uncontrollable pests or weather conditions, you can begin to appreciate how

some people strongly support the use of genetically modified foods. However, the process is not

without controversy.
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As you read more about the process of genetic modification, you will begin to learn that the

consequences are not always positive ones. When changes are made to an organism, the results
are not always completely predictable, which in some cases could cause issues to human health or
the health of the environment and delicate ecosystem. For instance, there is the potential for

allergies to occur when foods are genetically modified.

If you were severely allergic to peanuts and a gene from peanuts was inserted into an apple,
you might eat the apple thinking that there is no allergy issue. Yet, you could suffer from a major

immunological reaction as a result of the genetic modification.

On the other side of the issue are those who cite global problems such as poverty. By
improving the nutritional quality of a food — for instance, increasing a nutrient in a staple food
for a specific country — the idea is that micro nutrient deficiencies can be alleviated. In the
same light, others believe that instead of genetic modification, we should be focusing on ways to

simply improve access to a broad range of nutritious foods.

Additional issues relating to genetically modified foods include the concern that this
technology could negatively impact the environment. The biodiversity in the environment is a real
issue that could be affected by the production of genetically modified foods.

(Source : hitp : //unow. geneticallymodifiedfoods. co. uk/
what-are-genetically-modified-foods. html)

Task, 1
The following words are taken from the article you've just read. Choose 5 of them to
make statements about GM Food in your own words.

resistance (resistant) bacteria nutritional ( nutrition/malnutrition )
protein yields pesticides and herbicides
uncontrollable predictable potential

controversial issue ecosystem

allergic (allergy) poverty nutrient

alleviate negative biodiversity



