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A Brash with the Law

. Ask students to answer the warm-up questions in the student’s book.

. Say a few words as an introduction to the text. (See Introductory Remarks.)

. Allow students 5 minutes to examine the title and go over the text, and then ask them to
do the True/False exercise. (See Introductory Questions.)

. Get students actively involved in analyzing and explaining the text. (See Information
Related to the Text.)

. Help students grasp the main idea and structure of the text.

. Help students learn in context the more frequently used words and phrases through a
variety of drilling practice (see Language Points) and by doing the related exercises in
the student’s book.

. Divide the class into groups to do Oral Practice in the student’s book.

. Do a passage listening exercise or a dictation exercise in class. (See Additional Exercises.)

. Set aside 15 — 20 minutes for the classroom reading activity, through which to lead
students to learn how to practice reading efficiently. A
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10. Assign a short composition as homework.

‘& Introductory Remarks

We all know that the chief purposes of law are to maintain peace and order, to protect
the rights of citizens, to secure justice and to punish wrong-doers. Good laws are those that
are considered to serve the cause of justice for the society to which they apply. But even
good laws may be unjustly applied or may be unjust in certain situations. In the story we’re
going to study today, the author tells us about what happened to him more than a decade

ago. It was really a very unpleasant experience, yet it provides us with much food for
thought.

Students are expected to make a True/False response to each of the following statements:

1) The story took place one February in the 1960’s in Britain. (T)

2) The narrator was a 19-year-old college student at the time. (F)
(He was not going to university until the following October. )

3) He was looking for a job so that he could make some money to pay for his tuition. (F)
(He wanted to save up some money to go travelling. )

4) He was arrested by the policemen while stealing milk bottles from doorsteps. (F)
(He didn’t steal any milk bottles. He was arrested because the policemen thought he
had the intention of stealing milk bottles. )

5) The policemen let him go after he gave a clear explanation. (F)
(The policemen took him to the police station and questioned him for several hours. He
was not allowed to leave the station until he was officially charged and told to report to
Richmond Magistrates’ Court the following Monday. )

6) The narrator defended himself so successfully in court that the magistrates found him
“not guilty” immediately after hearing his defence. (F)
(The narrator wanted to defend himself in court, but his father wouldn’t allow him to
do so. Instead, he hired a very good solicitor, who conducted the defence in court. )

7) The narrator was shocked to find that his release from the charge was chiefly due to his
“right” accent and his middle-class family background. (T)

8) The narrator feels sure that if he had come from a lower-class family, he would most
probably have been found guilty. (T)
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9) The narrator thinks it very disturbing that an innocent person may be arrested
arbitrarily by the police and a real criminal may be set free without being properly
punished. (T)

10) The policeman who had arrested the narrator was angry with the court’s decision. (F)
(He was not happy that another youngster had been turned against the police and
wished that the narrator could have been a bit more helpful in the incident. )

In England, a magistrate is a person appointed to try minor offences. He is either an
unpaid layman or, in London and some other large cities, a paid judicial officer.

In England, every district has a magistrates’ court. It is the lowest court of law. The
magistrates’ court can only try people for minor, i.e. not very serious, offences. It cannot
give prison sentences totaling more than 12 months, nor can it order fines of more than
£400 for one offence.

Lawyer is the general term for anyone whose work it is to advise his clients about the
law and represent them in court. |

A solicitor (#1484 J%) is a lawyer who gives advice, appears in lower courts, and
prepares cases for a barrister to argue in a higher court.

A barrister (38 2 /£ J7) is a lawyer who has the right of speaking and arguing in the
higher courts of law.

If a person gets into trouble with the police, he will probably ask a solicitor to help
prepare his defence and, if the offence is to be heard in a Magistrates’ Court, he can ask a
solicitor to appear for him and argue his case. If the case goes to a higher court, the
solicitor still advises him, but he must get a barrister to appear for him.

‘L i

The word “counterculture” was coined in the 1960’s for the attitude and life style of
many young people who rejected conventional social values and demanded more personal
freedom. The counterculture first arose in the U.S. during the 1960’s and soon spread to
Britain, France and other western countries. These young people were opposed to the
Vietnam War and dissatisfied with the existing state of affairs in their society. Yet, unable
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to find a more constructive way of struggling against these, they indulged themselves in sex,
drugs, alcohol and rock music and took great pride in wearing long hair and unusual clothes
and in taking up anything that was unconventional. The counterculture declined in the late
1970’s.

4. Migdleic@is_i

In Britain, the middle class refers to the class of people between the nobility and the
working class. It includes professional men (such as doctors, lawyers and architects),
bankers, owners of business and small gentry. In the United States, however, the middle
class refers to the class of people between the very wealthy class and the class of unskilled
labourers and unemployed people. It includes businessmen, professional people, office
workers, and many skilled workers.

Apart from occupations and economic status, the term “middle class” can also be used
to describe values and attitudes.

M
N
1. brush: a short fight or quarrel; an argument or disagreement

Examples:

— to have a brush with the police/the Customs men /the enemy
~— 1t is his third brush with the law in less than a year.

2. take sb. to court: take legal action against sb.
Examples:
~— I told him that I would take him to court if he did not repay the money in a week .
— If you go on ill-treating your wife like this, you will be taken to court.

3. ... it makes a good story now. : ... it provides material for a good story now.
Here the verb “to make” means “to have the qualities needed for (sth. good)”.
Examples:

— Iced tea makes an excellent drink in summer.

~— The wall calendar makes a nice new year gift.

4. What makes it rather disturbing was the arbitrary circumstances both of my arrest and
my subsequent fate in court.
The author was arrested simply because the policemen thought he intended to steal milk
bottles and later in court he was released from the charge just because he had the
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“right” accent, respectable middle-class parents, reliable witnesses and so on. That is
to say, he was arrested arbitrarily and released arbitrarily. And it is this arbitrariness
of both his arrest and his release that the author thinks rather disturbing.

arbitrary: based on one’s own wishes or will rather than reason

Examples:

— If a leader makes decisions without conducting investigations, he is being arbitrary.
— The arbitrary decisions of the factory owners caused dissatisfaction among the workers.
circumstances: conditions, facts, etc. connected with an event or a person

Examples:

— We cannot expect him to continue these activities under such unfavorable circumstances .
— Because of circumstances beyond our control the meeting was cancelled .

subsequent: coming after, following

Examples:

— Subsequent events proved that my judgment of the situation was right.

— The story will be continued in subsequent issues of the magazine.

fate: what will or must happen to sb. or sth. ; power that is supposed to control the way
everything happens

Examples:

— No one knows what the fate of the hostage (AJR) will be.

— Bob believes that everything that happened that day had been decided by fate .

. a couple of: a small number of; a few, usually two

Examples:

— I've got a couple of tickets. Will you go with me?

— Tom is quite busy now. His wife is expecting a baby in a couple of weeks.

. ... and was not due to go to university until the following October.
In Britain the university terms are: October — December; January — March; April —
June.
due:
1) expected or scheduled to arrive or be ready; supposed (to)

Examples:

— The train from Beijing is due at 1:30.

— The next train to Nanjing is due to leave at ten.

-— The young man is due to appear in the Magistrates’ Court next Monday.
2) to be paid or returned

Examples:

— When is the rent due?
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10.

11.

12.

— The books are due today but I want to renew some of them .

. temporary: lasting for a short time only

Its opposite is “permanent”— lasting for a long time or forever.
Examples:

— Tim has found a temporary job for the summer in a hardware store.
— This is not my permanent address; it is only a temporary one.

. save up: keep for future use

Examples:
~— It took him a year to save up enough money for a computer.
— They are now saving up to buy a house in the suburbs.

. take one’s time: not to hurry; do sth. in an unhurried way

Examples:

— Just take your time and tell me clearly what happened at the meeting yesterday.

— It’s better to take your time over a piece of work and do it properly than to hurry and
make mistakes .

It must have been this obvious aimlessness that led to my downfall. : I’m sure my arrest
was the result of my wandering in the streets without any definite purpose.

employment: occupation (esp. regular paid work); state of being employed
Examples:

— After Mike left his uncle’s company it took him months to find new employment .
— Are you in full-time employment at the moment , Mr. Edwards?

... this time in uniform ...: the second policeman was wearing uniform while the first
was obviously in plain clothes

uniform: a certain type of clothing which all members of a group or organization wear
Examples:

~ — Policemen wear uniform (s); so do soldiers, postmen and Customs men.

13.

14.

— The boys and girls take great pride in wearing school uniforms.

... I was left in no doubt. : I became completely certain of the seriousness of the matter;
I realized that it was no joke and they meant business.

wander: walk around a place in a casual way, often without a fixed course, aim or
purpose

Examples:

— After supper he would go out and wander alone in the streets for about an hour.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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— David wandered through the bookstore, hoping to find a good book for Lily’s birthday.

... commit an arrestable offence: ... commit an offence which is serious enough for one
to be arrested

perfectly straight face: a face showing no emotion or humor; a very serious-looking face
perfectly: very; completely

Examples:

— You’re perfectly right .

— I'm perfectly satisfied with your arrangements.

turn out: be found or discovered (to be); prove to be

Examples:

— It turned out that the best student in my class is the son of a classmate of mine.

— The weather turned out pretty nice that day.

— After a bad start, our English evening turned out (to be) a great success .

— The general manager of the big company turned out to be a young woman of about 30
years old .

... particularly that of stealing milk bottles: ... particularly the theft (stealing) of milk
bottles

... in the most casual and conversational tone I could manage: ... trying to sound as
unconcerned and informal as I could

casual: relaxed and unconcerned about what is happening or what one is doing
Examples:

— Because of his casual attitude toward work , he was fired.

— He tried to appear casual as he asked the pretty girl to dance.

familiar with this sort of situation: familiar with the situation in which one is confronted
with the police

... it confirmed them in their belief that I was a thoroughly disreputable character. : ... it
reinforced their belief that I was a very disreputable person.
confirm:
1) strengthen; make firmer
Examples:
— The sudden snowstorm during the night confirmed my decision not to leave.
— What you have told me about Steve confirmed me in my suspicion that he has
stolen my gold watch .
— The result of my experiments has confirmed my belief/confirmed me in my belief



