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A Brief Introduction

Yang Shen, a famous scholar and writer of the Ming Dynas-
ty, was in exile in Yunnan for the most part of his life. His life
story was not clearly known, and few specialized researches were
done on this historic figure. This book is the first of its kind in
China that gives a comprehensive account of his life and thoughts.
Based on Yang Shen’s own literary works and his contemporaries’
writings about him, this book attempts to reveal his mysterious life
in exile. When examining Yang Shen’s philosophical, literary,
historical thoughts and his achievements in phonology and litera-
ture, this book evaluates him as a pioneer and an enlightener in a

large historical framework.
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