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Foreword

With the fall of the Yang family, the Li family, took occupation

of the centre of China’s political stage. The Sui dynasty’s

ruling brought to an end a chaotic and divided period of

hundreds of years during the Northern and Southern
Dynasties to unite the nation. Unfortunately, Yang Guang, the
Emperor Yangdi, was an decadent ruler whose decline was
also that of the Sui regime. Li Shimin, the Emperor Tang
Taizong, ruled the nation with determination and dedication,
was receptive to advice and ready to follow those that were
good. He laid solid foundations for the prospering of the Tﬁng
dynasty, when the nation’s military, economic and cultural
achievements reached unprecedented heights. The influence

of the Tang dynasty has reached far and wide.

Many foreign nations paid tribute to the Tang regime,
which blossomed under this multicultural environment,
encompassing both traditional and modern, east and west,

unique in the history of China.

Tang poetry, calligraphy, music, chess, painting, ceramics,
sculpture, dance and costume, among other things, are
creative and original. The concepts behind them are apparent
in Tang life. Today we are unable to meet our Tang
counterparts, but archeological discoveries afford us a

glimpse of the Tang society.

Chuang Shen is an outstanding art historian, a teacher very
much loved by his students. Although I was not his favourite
student, I have nevertheless benefited from his teaching,
becoming dedicated to a museum career after graduation.

Itis a shame that I am unable to thank him in person!

This book is a study of many aspects of life in the Tang dynasty.
Only a scholar as erudite and learned as Chuang Shen could

leave later generations such an unparalleled work.

I'am grateful to Mrs Chuang and the Annie Wong Foundation
for their generous support without which the publication of
this book would not have been possible. Memories of this great

teacher will be forever impressed on my mind.

YEUNG Chun Tong

Director

University Museum and Art Gallery
The University of Hong Kong

21 July 2008
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From the Editor

Professor Chuang Shen passed away in Taipei in 2000. The
University of Hong Kong’s Fine Arts Department, where he
was the founder in 1978, organized a memorial service in his
honour, which his wife, Madam Zhang Wan, travelled to
attend. While in Hong Kong, Madam Zhang handed me the
late professor’s scripts relating to the history of life in the Tang
dynasty, entrusting me with the task of collating and

publishing them.

These research papers are the culmination of Professor
Chuang’s research into the everyday life of Tang people,
representing decades of hard work since his earlier writing,
The Study of Wang Wet, part 1. Some of his essays were
incomplete in places as they were written when he was already
in poor health. Our team took time to straighten out where
references do not tally. We hope scholars interested in this
field of research will be inspired by Professor Chuang’s
dedication and scholarly achievements such that his study in

Tang dynasty life will continue to be explored and developed.

Professor Chuang’s research papers attempted to reconstruct
many different aspects of life in the Tang dynasty using
historical texts and pictorial resources. Published in this
volume are ten papers under four sections, two papers on
miscellaous subjects, and outlines for another two papers; all
of which he managed to complete although his original
intention was to include fifty-six papers under thirteen

sections as listed in the Appendix.

Eight years have passed since Professor Chuang’s death. The
publication of this book has been made possible through the
generosity of the Annie Wong Foundation, and the trustand
encouragement of Madam Zhang. My thanks go to Alice Tsui
who has spent over two years editing the papers; Neil Tse and
Ruby Leung who assisted with research: Susan Lam who wrote
the English abstracts for the benefit of non-Chinese readers:
Heidi Ha and Louiza Ho who drew the line-illustrations; and

Cynthia Ng who designed the book.
As I read through my late teacher’s writings in the course of
editing this volume, memories returned of the time I spent

under his guidance. This book is dedicated to him.

AnitaYF WONG
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