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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26,1564, in Stratford-on-
Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do merchant, and
Mary Arden, his wife. Young William probably attended the Stratford grammar
school, where he learned English, Greek, and Latin. Historians aren’t sure of
the exact date of Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 the couple
had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the twins, Hamnet and Judith.
Somewhere between 1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to London, where he
became first an actor and then a playwright. His acting company, The King’s
Men, appeared most often in the Globe theatre, a part of which Shakespeare
himself owned.

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven plays, several
nondramatic poems and a number of sonnets. In 1611 when he left the active
life of the theatre, he returned to Stratford and became a country gentleman,
living in the second-largest house in town. For five years he lived a quiet
life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare died and was buried in
Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time to the present, Shakespeare is
considered one of the greatest writers of the English-speaking world.
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When shall we
meet again?

When the fighting
is over.

Then we will meet
with Macbeth.

In a lonely spot in Scotland, three witches met to make their
evil plans. Around their cauldron,* they spoke of going to see
Macbeth, a great general** who was at that moment fighting in
a war against Norway.

* alarge kettle
** an army officer of the highest rank
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lonely [launli] a. # ##49. R4

spot [spot] n. # &

Scotland ['skotland] n. ##4 <

witch [wit[]n. 4 &, &4

cauldron ['ko:ldran] n. (% H %)
X 4%

general [dzenaral] n.45 &

kettle [ketl] n. 7K

rank [reenk] n. # ff7. /

Norway ['no:.wer] n. #5 &




It is hard to believe that some
people would turn against

HEB N, FHREEERE

EFEE, Many miles away, King 4 ke
B “EEXRNER, BAR Duncan of Scotland their own king!
HERBCHEE!" was in an army camp.
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INOTES Good King Duncan was joined by Also at the king' s side was a
army [‘a:mi] n. % i h/s. two sons, Malcolm and Donal- nobleman* named Lennox and
camp [keemp] n. i 4 bain. many royal attendants**.

turn against # #i LT —
join [d3o1n] n. Ape, Je A g .
nobleman [naublman] n. # 4%
royal [roral] a. £ 49
attendant [e'tendant] n. [ s
advisor [ad'vaiza(r)]

n. XE, M
court [ko:t] n. i

*a man of high rank, often an advisor to the king
** members of a king's court



A bleeding man was brought Tell my father about
to him from the field of battle.

the battle, friend!

This is the sergeant®* who fought to

For a long time it
seemed that the
enemy and the
king's forces were
equally matched.

N

* an officer
** taken away by the enemy

“Neither army could win
against the other.”
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bleeding [bli:din] a. ;% .49
sergeant ['sa:dzant] n. -+
capture [keeptfa(n] v. 1§/, 4k
force [fois] n. # [k

equally [i:kwali] matched
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led [led] v.(lead #jit # )41 %
Irish [arrif] a. & R £ )

foot soldier # &

charge [tfa:d3] v. 4

path [pa:6] n. /J\$%&, iz

“Macdonwald, who led the enemy, added
some Irish foot soldiers to his forces.”

“It seemed that the
enemy might now
begin to win over
the army headed
by Macbeth and
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* went forward into battle




“As he fought, Macbeth finally
came upon Macdonwald.”

“Raising his sword high in the
air, Macbeth brought it down on
the rebel’ s* chest.”

“Then he chopped off
Macdonwald’ s head.”

“Without a leader, the rebels
retreated**. Macbeth had won
the battle!”

* a person who fights against the leaders of his own country

** moved back or away
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IWOTES
sword [sa:d] n. £ 4|
rebel [rebl] n. A 44
bring down {74 F . 4r#
chest [tfest] n. 19, 848
chop [tfop] v. 8%, 4
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castle ['ka:sl] n. & %

strike fear into one’s heart
EEAT

meanwhile [mi:nwail] ad. 3 &

march [ma:tf]v. {5, Tt

ahead [a'hed] ad. /7T &

“Then he went to a
nearby castle to rest. |
While there, he put
Macdonwald’ s head
on the castle wall to
strike fear into the
rebels’ hearts.
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“General Macbeth and

Banquo marched ahead

of their army to meet
the new charge.”
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finish his story.

But the brave sergeant could not

Your wounds* must be looked
after. My men will take you to
the doctor.

Forgive me, King

Duncan, but | fear
will faint. | can talk
no more.

Just then two
noblemen, Ross

Where have you |
come from?

From the fighting near
1 Fife. Many men were

and Angus,
arrived. King
Duncan was
eager** to hear
what news they
brought.

sent against Macbeth
and his army by King
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forgive [fo'qiv] v. Rz, i

wound [wu:nd] n. 15 &

look after sb./sth. #f-----
3 4+

eager [i:ga(r)] a. ;8 % &§

Fifen. iz X (AL AH—HEK)

injury [tnd3zari] n. (3 4k 49)

fh&. Bifh

i

gash [gee[] n. K K@y o
anxious [eenkfas]a. £ &. j2.v

" injuries, cuts and gashes received while fighting

** anxious, looking forward to
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“King Sweno was helped
by the Thane of Cawdor*. He
turned traitor** to Scotland and
fought with the Norwegians
against us.”

“Then General Macbeth
and good banquo turned
the tide of battle in our

favor. King Sweno and the

rebels were beaten.”

,NOTES _
thane [Bein] n. X % 4, 41 £
Cawdor n. #4% (GEEH %)
Thane of Cawdor
FHME (746205 k)
traitor ['trerta] n. ¥4
Norwegian [no:'wi:d3an]
NAR A . PRRIE
turn the tide dz24% 5 4. /45424
favor [ferva(r)] n. # 4] F
in one’s favor # 3 AH 4|
Scottish ['skotif] a. & n.
T A& 2 A(AY)
title [tartl] n. sk #. 47§

* a Scottish title given to a trusted nobleman
** a person who joins forces with an enemy to fight against his own country

“Again it seemed as if we would
lose.”




| That is good
~ news, Ross.
| The war is over.

| will sign a treaty* with King
Sweno. But the Thane of Cawdor
must be executed** for being a
traitor.

Macbeth must be rewarded for his good work.
| will make him the new Thane of Cawdor.

I”Il go and tell
Macbeth about § {

/ 4
AP ~w
(N
J

* a paper signed to end a war
** killed according to the law

this at once.
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sign [sain] v. & %

treaty [trittiln. &%, thi
execute [‘eksikju:t] v. 4 &

reward [riwo:d] v. 4R &, %%
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What are you?
Speak if you can!

Crossing
the heath*,
Macbeth
and Banquo
came upon
the witches.

Hail**, Macbeth, Thane Hail, Macbeth, Thane of | Hail, Macbeth,
of Glamis! Cawdor! the next King
= of Scotland!

WOTES
heath [hi:0] n. # &
come upon if #|

hail [hetl] v. % #48°5(% A) Pr— e . @ ”
stretch [stret[] n. #7 &, & f e 4 > ——
marsh [ma:[]n. ;3% )
bush [buf] n. i A & "
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* a stretch of marsh land covered with grass and low bushes
** a greeting



Do not be so afraid, Macbeth.
They have not said anything
to harm you.

‘

Macbeth, who was already

Thane of Glamis but did not yet
know Duncan had named him
Thane of Cawdor, shuddered* at |
the witches  words. He knew the
only way he could become king
was if good Duncan died.

And what do you
say about me?

You will not be a
king,but you will be
the father of kings

Then Banquo
turned and asked
the witches a
question.

S

When they had
finished speaking,
all three witches
vanished** into
thin air.

* trembled. shook
** disappeared, went away
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shudder [[ada(r)] v. & 4}.

harm [ha:m]v. 5 &

vanish ['veeni[] v. i %

tremble [trembl] v. 974}

shook [[uk] v. (shake#yif & X))
s, 4
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