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I wish to felicitate the "Southeast Asia General
Representative Group of U.S. Confucius Commemora-
tive Day Ceremony" as it observes the day of the East's
greatest sage in San Francisco on August 27 this year.

Confucius, K'ung Ch'iu in real life, was the most
influential and respected philosopher in Chinese history.
His ideas stressed the need to develop moral character
and responsibility and served as the strongest influence
in Chinese society.

During his time, rapid political change altered the
strcuture of Chinese society, and many people no longer
respected the established standards of behavior. He feared
that this threat to orderly social life would lead to the des-
truction of civilization.

He believed that his society could be saved if it em-
phasized sincerity in personal and public conduct, and that
the key to orderly social life was the gentleman, a person
of good moral character. He believed that when gentlemen
were rulers, their moral example would inspire those beneath
them to lead good lives.

I have no misgivings that his Ideas still blend well with
the efforts of government leaders from all over the globe to

promote social order in this world of uneasy peace and turmoil.
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