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&5 (Homer) : BFE—A 2
A (Pindar) : XA 4
% (Sappho) : WEBLIBA 6

- FTZM (Herodotus ) : EFEEA 8
FUER#ER (Sophocies ) : HEBHER 10

- [IEHEFES (Aristophanes ) : ZRIGIWEH 12
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’E (Titian ) : HEHZst 78

g8 (Copemicus ) : XXEEA 80
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Full name: Homer 282 &3
Nationality: Greek EHE: B
Years of birth and death: ca. 8thcentury B.C. &Z&F{: HQkEl/\HL
Sign of the Zodiac: Unknown BEEE: kH

Profession: Epic poet and literateur HRdk: SiFFA . XER

A Summary B A LR
In the Western classical tradition, Homer is the author of the //iad and the Odyssey, and is

revered as the greatest ancient Greek epic poet. These epics are at the beginning of the West-
ern canon of literature, and have had an enormous influence on the history of literature.

EERTEAXFNEGD, TR (FRER) 1 (RER) NEE, HEE
AEFERABROETFFA XERFRATHTXFELMMNTFin, thEXFENFH
B EHEEEKRNRME,

Life Experience §2° 4@l

“Homer” is a Greek name, attested in Aeolic-speaking areas, and although nothing

definite is known about him, traditions arose purporting to give details of his birthplace
and background. The satirist Lucian, in his True History, describes him as a Babylonian
called Tigranes, who assumed the name Homer when taken “hostage” (homeros) by the
Greeks. When the Emperor Hadrian asked the Oracle at Delphi about Homer, the Pythia
proclaimed that he was Ithacan. Homer is most frequently said to be born in the Ionian
region of Asia Minor, at Smyrna, or on the island of Chios, dying on the Cycladic island.
The poet’s name is homophonous with ‘Ounpog (héméros) , “hostage” (or “surety” ) ,
which is interpreted as meaning “he who accompanies; he who is forced to follow” , or,
in some dialects, “blind". This led to many tales that he was a hostage or a blind man.
Many scholars take the name of the poet to be indicative of a generic function. Mar-
cello Durante links “Homeros” to an epithet of Zeus as “god of the assemblies” and
argues that behind the name lies the echo of an archaic word for “reunion”, similar to
the later Panegyris, denoting a formal assembly of competing minstrels. When Homer
lived is controversial. Herodotus the great historian estimates that Homer lived
400 years before Herodotus’ own time, which would place him at around 850
B.C.; while other ancient sources claim that he lived much nearer to the supposed
time of the Trojan War, in the early 12th century B.C.. The formative influence
played by the Homeric epics in shaping Greek culture was widely recognized, and

Homer was described as the teacher of Greece. Homer’s works, which are about



