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ABSTRACT

Politics (to establish and maintain order, to reduce disorder and
to resolve dispute in a society) is one of human fundamental concerns
and one of original thinkers’ fundamental concerns in any society.
In modern times, there are new historical contents in political life,
namely, state power or political authority should play an important
role as agent of modernization. China is a country of exogenous
modernization, so the remoulding of power construction is especially
important.

The reform movement of 1898 was an attempt for China to
start totally political modernization movement. [t was a time of orig-
inality with a combination of mental groping and social practice.
Liang Ch’ i—ch’ ao was one of representative figures in the reform
movement of 1898, and one of principal thinkers in founding mod-
ern Chinese political thoughts. It is very essential to make a system-
atic, comprehensive and thoroughgoing discussion about the political
thoughts of Liang Ch’ i—ch’ ao during the reform movement of
1898 from the point of view of contemporary political theories and
the approach of cultural history. But the impact of revolutiOnary de-
partmentalism and K’ ang Yu— wei’ s reputation is so great that
the systematic discussion about it is almost empty although scholars
at home and abroad have made some efforts to touch this topic.

The monographic study consists of three parts. Part one, con-

sisting of three chapters, discusses the main construction of Liang’
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s political thoughts. In the first and second chapters we expound re-
spectively Liang’ s criticism of autocratic monarchy and his recon-
struction of modern democratic ideal from two basic views of exter-
nal international competition and internal human need. In the third
chapter we discuss systematically Liang’ s groping for modern polit-
ical system according to historical conditions.

Part two concerns historical environment and cultural origins
about the development of Liang’ s political thoughts, which is un-
folded in three dimensions. In the fourth chapter we analyse Liang’
s basic attitude towards Western pounding, and reveal the modernity
(nationalism and cosmopolitanism) of Liang’ s political thoughts.
In the fifth chapter we see how Liang tried hard to exploit tradition-
al resources to sustain modern democratic ideals and practices, and
illustrate human nature’ s base or general human values in modern
democracy. In the sixth chapter we investigate how Liang made
great efforts to find out the social forces for reform movement, and
show the difficulties for the reformer to avoid tragic destiny for lack
of support from basic social forces.

Part three consists of the seventh chapter. In the seventh chap-
ter we look into the thinkers’ general character and basic inclination
of political thoughts during the reform movement of 1898, and from
this respect we further discuss Liang’ s individual character by com-
paring him with K’ ang Yu—wei’ s.

The Introduction to this book illustrates the meaning, the
studying history and prospect of this topic. The conclusion talks
over historical meaning of and practical lessons from Liang’ s politi-
cal thoughts.

As a try of systematic, comprehensive, and thoroughgoing dis-
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cussion about the political thoughts of Liang Ch’ i—ch’ ao during
the reform movement of 1898, the monographic study would be
helpful to comprehend the reform thoughts during the reform move-
ment of 1898 and the Chinese road to modernization. It would be

also inspiring to promote political reform of China in the 21 st centu-

ry.
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