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Abstract

The convulsions in the sixteen years from 1895 to
1911 marked the center of a change China had not
seen for several thousand years. Never before had
there been so many social, governmental, diplomatic,
economic, cultural, educational and ideological stimu-
lations and evolutions. Literature not only mirrors so-
cial processes, but itself could be viewed as a refined
essence of society in miniature, and summary of the
entire history of change. No society can undergo
complex changes without a substantive and special
response from literature that deserts a cross section
of the times and from it burst forth a deep concern

for humanistic manifestations.

Novelfiction is no exception, being part of litera-
ture. The interaction between noveliction and his-
tory is the result of personal testament to culture
and thus a product of the times. Although in reali-
ty life had been dissected and welded back together
again, while in novels events had been refined and
restructured by authors, the deeper meaning in the
sense of time and history is not only true to reality,



but actually strengthened.

There have been numerous studies of late Qing
novels in recent years, yet the trend appears to em-
phasize the four "denunciatory" novels. Actually,
since the focus and perspectives of the studies differ,
many hitherto unnoticed works need to be reviewed
and understood for their historical significance as
well as artistic value. Therefore, in order to present
a criique of late Qing novels in terms of the inter-
actions and reverberations between different political
and social sectors at the time, and to map their evo-
lution, the present study is not limited to the four
novels, but is expanded to include related works.
New research methods will also be sought to steer
away from biased historical perspectives and a narrow

selection of writings.

The Chia-Wa Sino-Japanese Conflict (1894~ 1895)
marked the turning point that brought together sci-
entific and humanistic fresh ideas from European,
American and Japanese sources into Qing society.
Diverse ideas generate forces that spawned the politi-
cal movements pushing for constitutional reform and

overthrew the Qing government at the end of the



dynasty. Therefore, upheavals in culture and society
formed the internal and external framework of novels.
Many late Qing patriots in search of ways to save
the country from ruin often used novelfiction as an
effective tool to battle illiteracy and to enlighten the
society. Beginning around 1895, Yen Fu, Liang Chi-
Chao and others continually promoted the literary
standing of novels to establish their social and educa-
tional function. A spate of novels of different styles
were written and translated at that time, a landmark
in literary history that also had strong social implica-
tions. For these reasons, 1895 is selected as the
starting point for this thesis. In addition, it also
represents new opportunities brought about by the
thorough awakening of China from its misery and its

haste to modernize and to enter the world arena.

Following the Revolution of 1911, it stands for a
temporary transformation in which modern Chinese
intellectuals strive for the country’s future. Changes
in novelfiction during this period closely matched
the social and political pulse of the time. Although
novels which were popular in the beginning years of
the Republic, can be considered an extension of the

late Qing novel, characteristics of a new stage are



quite obvious, therefore this paper makes 1911 the

end point of its analysis.

This study attempts to point out that novels at the
end of the Qing dynasty employed literary language
to depict concrete cultural and social phenomena.
The sociopolitical changes reverberating and refracting
from their depths often stimulate the readers’ imagi-
nation, giving them a sense of "being there". The in-
teracting effets between the two, whether from the
works or from the times, generate rather deep and
meaningful study. According to the various dissections,
we are able to examine the deep structure of the
entire cultural traditon, and from there rethink poli-
tics, society, history, and artistic appreciation within
the realm of humanistic studies, thus fulfilling the
functions of academic exploration.
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