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Shaanxi— —this ancient area, marked with traces of the rich legacy of Chinese women.

In the Banpo matrilineal clan cmmunity dating back 6.000 years, women had power and high sta-
tus. (The remains of Banpo Village)

Historically, when human beings stepped through the doorway of civilization, the suppression of
females began. The Qin empire pottery figures in battle formation tell the story of the world of men. (Qin
Terra- cotta Warriors and Horses)

In patriarchal society extending over thousands of years, there once lived a typical feminist named
Wou Ze Tian, later to become the only Empress in China. But, she is not representative of the women of
her times ( Qianlin Tomb from the Tang Dynasty)

Women'’s liberation was one of the tasks of the modern democratic revolution. Great strides were
first taken towards women'’s liberation and attainment of equality in Yanan. (Yanan)
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PREFACE

Shaanxi, the ancient and magical land, was once the birth place for both
the Yellow Emperor and Lei Zu, the legendary woman who first raised silk
—worms and produced silk. This land has witnessed the great glory and
prower of both Emperor Qin and Empress Wu Zetian. The historical site of
Banpo village still shows us the world that was once female dominant. It is a
fair statement that the world as we now live in has been created through the
joint efforts of men and women. On this sacred yellow earth, women and

men have been 1oiling together, sweating together and raising children to-
gether for generations. Their tears and sweat flow away with the endless Yel-
low River and Jing, Wei Rivers, which brightly reflect the light of their
widsom and hope.

We have now come to a new period of history. Under the leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party, women in Shaanxi have started a new era of
creating history, embroidering their life with the intelligence and hard—work-
ing spirit inherited from their ancestors.

Women'’s active envolvement in social work is the precondition of their
liberation. It is clearly observable that the women in Shaanxi are working and
dedicating selflessly under the blue sky reflected by the fluttering five—star
red flags, from the fields to workshops, from hospitals to classrooms, from
satellite controlling center to modern computer rooms, from flowering stages
to exciting sports grounds. Their glory and dedication and their happiness
and pride are deeply recorded in their harvested fruits, good quality products,
sparkling medals, numerous academic achievements and even in the great
changes that have taken place on this ancient land.

In the course of 40 years, people in Shaanxi have marched together with
the new Repulic, through sunny days and stormy nights, sharing happiness
and tolerating sufferings and experiencing great hopes and deep frustrations.

The female sex is sacred and it is her magical love that builds the cozy
nest for human feelings. —~— the family, which makes life and world warm
and comfortable. Female is great for she is burdened with the loads of both
material production and the production of human beings, they have been
tolerating the hardships from both social labour and house work. It is the so-
cialist system that opens the wide future for women’s liberation, and the new
generation of women will march along the road of liberation to their bright
future.

Dear readers, you must have deep love for your mothers, wives, sisters
and daughters. If so, please open this pictorial which will tell you vividly their
past, today and future.
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People of Xi'an joyously celebrating the liberation on May 20th, 1949.
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With the birth of the new China, the emanspated
women of Shaanxi entered a new stage in history.

On a land that had numerous tasks remaining to
be undertaken, the mass of women set themselves to
work confidently and vigorously. From the land re-
form, the cooperative movement, to the people’s
commune; and from the war to Resist U.S. Aggression
and Aid Korae, the Cultural Revolution, to the
overthrown of the "Gang of Four”, the women of
Shaanxi, under the leadership of the Communist Party
together with other people walked past an unusual
period in China’s history. They shed sweat and blood
onto the solid yellow earih. They devoted their youth
and even lives to their motherland.

The Communist Party carried out the
emanspation of women. The socialist system rooted
out the social oppression of women. The new China’s
constitutions, law and policies have strongly pro-
tected women's equal rights and 2qual status as men.
The whole society, especially the women's federations
at different levels have made great effort te legalize
women’'s equal rights and social positions. This has
made it possible for women to participate in the de-
velopment of the country’s politics and economy. This
has also provided opportunities for them to show their
wisdom and talent that were once restricted by the
feudalist society. As a result, they have achieved
extraordinary success in every walks of life such as in-
dustry, agriculture, transportation, finance and trade,
education and health, scientific research, art, sports,
and the national defence. Women as a great labour re-
source has, at last, been recognized by the society and
the history.

Women who remained as slaves and tools in the
old days have now taken their destiny into their own
hands. Their participation in social production has a
direct bearing on their changing perceptions of
themselves in terms of their abilities and potential.
They are re  examining their identity and the world
they live in. Abandoning the ignorance and unhealthy
conventions, they are seeking for new lives. Women
are growing up together with the development of our
country.



