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= 1 Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)

Facts Years he as President: 1861-1865
Party affiliation: Republican
Schools: Altogether had about less than one year of formal education
Occupations before President: Riverboat captain, postmaster, lawyer
Did you know: * Issued the Emancipation Proclamation (33 E%)
that declared forever free those slaves within the
Confederacy on January 1, 1863
* Led the American Civil War (&%) fighting for the
freedom of the salves
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The Gettysburg Address

Delivered on November 19, 1863
Read by leff Daniel

Four score and seven years ago, our
fathers brought forth on this continent, a new
nation, "conceived in Liberty, and ?dedicated
to the *)proposition that all men are created
equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war,
testing whether that nation or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long
“endure. We are met on a great battle-field of
that war. We have come to dedicate a *portion
of that field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives to that nation might
live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we
should do.this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedi-
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cate—we can not ®’consecrate—we can not
hallow—this ground. The brave men, living
and dead, who struggled here, have conse-
crated it, far above our poor power to add
or ¥detract.

The world will little note, nor long re-
member what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here. It is for us the living,
rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished
work, which they who fought here have thus
far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be
here dedicated to the great task remaining
before us—that from these honored dead we
take increased devotion to that cause for which
they gave the last full measure of devotion—
that we here highly resolve that these dead
shall not have died in vain—that this nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of free-
dom-and that government of the people, by
the people, for the people, shall not “perish
from the earth.
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glte N\obert F Kennedy (1925-196)

Facts Occupations: President Kennedy's Attorney General, Senator of New York in 1964

Death:Assassinated on June 5, 1968 at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles

shortly after claiming victory in that state’s crucial Democratic primary

Did you know: % Announced his candidacy for the Democratic presidential
nomination on March 18, 1968
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Remarks on the Assassination of
Martin Luther King, Ir.
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Delivered on April 4, 1968

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I'm only going to talk to you just for a
minute or so this evening, because | have some
very sad news for all of you—Could you lower
those signs, please? —| have some very sad
news for all of you, and, | think, sad news for all
of our fellow citizens, and people who love
peace all over the world; and that is that Martin
Luther King was shot and was killed tonight in
Memphis, Tennessee.

Martin Luther King dedicated his life to
love and to justice between fellow human beings.
He died in the cause of that effort. In this diffi-
cult day, in this difficult time for the United
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States, it's perhaps well to ask what kind of a
nation we are and what direction we want to
move in.

For those of you who are black—consid-
ering the evidence evidently is that there were
white people who were responsible—you can
be filled with bitterness, and with hatred, and a
desire for revenge.

We can move in that direction as a
country, in greater "polarization—black
people amongst blacks, and white amongst
whites, filled with hatred toward one another.
Or we can make an effort, as Martin Luther
King did, to understand, and to comprehend,
and replace that *violence, that stain of
“bloodshed that has spread across our land,
with an effort to understand, ®’compassion
and love.

For those of you who are black and are
tempted to be filled with hatred and mistrust
of the injustice of such an act, against all white
people, | would only say that | can also feel in
my own heart the same kind of feeling. | had a
member of my family killed, but he was killed
by a white man.

But we have to make an effort in the United
States, we have to make an effort to
understand, to get beyond, or go beyond
these rather difficult times.

My favorite poem, my favorite poet was

polarization [paulalai'zeif an]
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Aeschylus. And he once wrote:

“Even in our sleep,

pain which cannot forget

falls drop by drop upon the heart,

until, in our own despair,

against our will,

comes wisdom

through the awful grace of God.”

What we need in the United States is not
®)division; what we need in the United States is
not hatred; what we need in the United States is
not violence and "lawlessness, but is love and
wisdom, and compassion toward one another,
and a feeling of justice toward those who still
suffer within our country, whether they be white
or whether they be black.

So | ask you tonight to return home, to
say a prayer for the family of Martin Luther
King—yeah, it's true—but more importantly to
say a prayer for our own country, which all of
us love—a prayer for understanding and that
compassion of which | spoke.

We can do well in this country. We will have
difficult times. We've had difficult times in the
past. And we will have difficult times in the future.
It is not the end of violence; it is not the end of
lawlessness; and it's not the end of disorder.

But the vast majority of white people and
the vast majority of black people in this coun-
try want to live together, want to improve the
quality of our life, and want justice for all human
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beings that abide in our land.

Let us dedicate ourselves to what
the Greeks wrote so many years ago: to
tame the savageness of man and make
gentle the life of this world. Let us dedi-
cate ourselves to that, and say a prayer
for our country and for our people.

Thank you very much.
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Ronald Wilson Reagan (1911-)

Facts Years as President: 1981-1989
Party affiliation: Republican
Occupations before President: Hollywood actor, Governor of California
Did you know: * The first American President to visit China after the
establishment of Sino-US diplomatic relations
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The Space Shuttle “Challenger”
"Tragedy Address
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Delivered on January 28, 1986

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I'd planned to speak to you tonight to
report on the state of the Union, but the events
of earlier today have led me to change those
plans. Today is a day for mourning and
remembering. Nancy and | are pained to the
core by the tragedy of the ?shuttle Challenger.
We know we share this pain with all of the
people of our country. This is truly a national
loss.
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