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A United States drug company

says it will permit a less expensive ver-

sion of one AIDS drug to be made. fer the drug Delavirdine to Africa and
The drug will be sold in the world’s other developing areas that suffer from
poorest countries. The Pharmacia AIDS. Many people in these areas are
company made the announcement unable to afford AIDS medicine. AIDS
Friday the second day of the world activists praised the decision. However,
econ(;mic conference ;n Davos Swit-  they also noted that the drug is not a

zerland. The company says it will of-  leading AIDS treatment.
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Finally this news. A new experi- T WX e R A 2

mental drug does not appear to pro-

tect most people from the AIDS virus. fection among less than 4 percent of the
Yet it has been showing effective in people tested. However, blacks and Asians
protecting blacks and Asians. The who received the drug had a 67 percent
VaxGen Corporation of California lower rate of infection than those who
tested a new drug called AIDSVAX on received a harmless substance. Researched

more than five thousand people con-  $ay they will examine more closely why

sidered a high "y _ Officials say the drug worked better in some

the drug reduced the rate of HIV in- groups than others.
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How would you react if you

learned that someone in your family
or your workplace has H-I-V? Human

causes the deadly disease AIDS.

People who are infected must worry
not only about their health. Often, they
must also worry about how others will
treat them.

Experts say one reason is because
AIDS involves blood, sickness and
death. These are some of the most
important, yet most difficult, parts of
life for people to deal with.

Another reason is because AIDS
is often caused by actions that are
unacceptable to many people. These
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include sexual relations before marriage or
outside marriage, or between men. They
also include the use of illegal drugs and
shared needles.

Some might see H-I-V infection as pun-
ishment for a person’s actions. Or even as a
crime itself. People with H-I-V may be unable
or even to continue to

to get or keep jobs
live with their families.
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Often these bad feelings, this
12, connected with AIDS is
worse for women than for men.

There are medicines that restrain the
growth of H-I-V. Many people who are
able to get these medicines continue to
lead active lives. Yet acceptance may still
escape them.

Many international organizations
have programs that seek to end the stigma
connected with H-I-V and AIDS. These
organizations say it is important that in-
fected people continue to live and work
in their communities. For one thing, there
are economic reasons, since so many of
them are of working age.

These groups say government and
business leaders must talk openly about
AIDS. They say it is important to have
messages on radio and television and else-
where that talk about how the infection
spreads. Such messages might tell people
they cannot get H-I-V from toilet seats or
if they shake hands.

But experts say it is also important
to warn people that they can get infected
from unprotected sex even with just one
person —if that one person has H-I-V.
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Exploring

Unit the Outer Space
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Finally, space news. The American Space has
unlocked from the international space station for flight back to earth. It is expected
to land at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida on Wednesday. The shuttle is
bringing home three space station ] who were in space for
almost six months. Endeavor brought to the station three new crewmembers who
will be in orbit at least until March. Shuttle astronauts walked outside the space
station three times during their 11-day trip. They attached new equipment and its
scientific experiments. The shuttle crew also brought a ton of new equipment and

supplies to the orbiting station.
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The American space shuttle pro-

gram has been put on hold. Space offi-
cials are investigating what caused the
Shuttle Columbia to break apart above
Texas on Saturday. All seven astronauts  there was a loss of tire pressure and signs of
on the shuttle were killed. Shuttle pro-  extreme structural heat. At the time, Co-
gram manager Ron Dittemore said ev-  lumbia was traveling 18 times the speed of
erything appeared fine just minutes be-  sound and it was passing through the most
fore Columbia was to land in Florida. It~ extreme temperatures of its reentry into
was returning home from a 16-day  earth atmosphere. Mr. Dittemore said fail-
flight. Mr. Dittemore said temperature  ures in the temperature devices are not nec-

devices in the left wing failed first, then  essarily a cause for concern.
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Last month, China’s first astro-
naut left Earth and returned safely
after fourteen orbits of our planet. Yang
Liwei landed with his spacecraft in the
Gobi Desert, in Inner Mongolia, on
October Sixteenth. He was in flight
for twenty-one hours.

China is now the third country
after Russia and the United States to
send a human in orbit around the Earth.

China’s spacecraft is named the
Shenzhou-Five. It was”launched
using China’s Long March Two-F
rocket. The launch took place at the
Jiuquan Space Center, one-thousand-
six-hundred kilometers west of Beijing.
After fourteenth orbits, the Shenzhou-
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Five slowed and began to re-enter Earth’s
atmosphere. The spacecraft was guided by
four ships in the Pacific Ocean, Indian
Ocean and southern Atlantic Ocean.

A Chinese spacecraft communica-
tions station in the African country of
Namibia ordered the Shenzhou to fire

(ets to slow its speed. It then flew

over Africa and Pakistan. The spacecraft
again fired rockets about two meters from
the ground to soften the landing.
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