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PART ONE
INTRODUCTION
F &

I The Way to Composition
& W B

The subjzct of Composition is now taught in schools as
an everyday affair. All seem to recognize the importance
of composing; but the sad fact remains that comparatively
few have approached the subject in the right way. Fewer
still, in China at least, realize the work of Composition
is a work of art; and as such it can only become perfect
with constant learning and practice.

Originally, Composition means putting thoughts together
in good order. Since the thoughts cannot be known by
others unless either spoken or written out, so Composition
comes to mean expressing onszself also.

Here we know at once the most important thing about
Composition is to learn to put thoughts together. . But
when thoughts are put together, there are two ways of
expressing them. One is by means of speaking out with
our mouths; the other is by means of writing out on paper,
This latter method of writing out on paper is more fat-
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reaching, for people everywhere may read what one has
to say. But to write is more difficult than to speak,
because in speech, gestures, emphasis and inflections of
the voice form important aids to the understanding of a
person’s jdea; in writing, one must wholly depend upon
the arrangement of words, and accurate expression of
thought, hence the necesity of care and exactness in written
expression. “‘Obscurity, vagueness, and ambiguity are not
only faults in composition, but they defeat the very purpose
of language which is the expression of thought.”

To express ourselves clearly, a large and diversified
vocabuiary is mnecessary, because it is through the comm and
of words that we are able to express the varied ideas that
we have in mind. This can bz attained by constant reading
and attention to the relation of words in the sentence.
The ability in the choice of synonymic words is one of
the most important elements in accuracy of expression.

One of the common mistakes often made by our
young students trying to write a composition is his use of
words which appear grand, but which he does not under-
stand, and his attempts to write upon subjects for beyond
his ability and experience,

It is well, therefore, for our young student to know
that before one can run, one must first learn te walk;
and before one can write difficult composition, one must
begin with simple ones. When you have had sufficient
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practice and have increased your vocabulary, the writing
of difficult composition will become easy and natural.
For a beginner it is not a shame to express his simple
thought in simple words. What is really necessary is that
the expression be made clear through the orderly arrange-
ment and choice of words. Attention combined with the

use of the dictionary will accomplish the desired end.

II Four Types of Composition
ve 28 R 3R

When we are setting ourselves to write a composition,
it means that we are communicating our thoughts with
someone else. We either report what we observe in the
world around us, or tell about some event occured recently
or previously. Then we may also go a step further by
setting forth the meaning of things as we look at them,
or we may express our opinion or reflection about those
things. These can be classified into four corresponding
literary types —( 1) Narrative, (2) Descriptive, (3) Reflec-
tive, (4) Expositive— according as they consist of a
narrative of some event; a description of some place or
thing; reflections upon some topic which is generally of
an abstract nature; or the exposition or explanation of
some subject.

Accordingly the four types of composition may be
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tabulated as follows

NARRATIVE

A. Historical events and legends.
B. Incidents, stories, etc,

C. DBiographies.

DESCRIPTIVE

A. Animals, plants, minerals.

B. Towns, countries, buildings, etc.
C. Aspects and phenomena of nature.
D. Manufactured articles.

REFLECTIVE

A. Habits, qualities, ete.
B. Social, political, and domestic topics.

EXPOSITIVE

A. Institutions, industries, occupations, etc.
B. Scientific topics.
C. Literary topics.

Among  these four types of composition, it is very
often that description and narration are combined in the
same article, and both may be used to illustrate or support
opinions that are put forward in a reflective or an

expositive composition,



