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ARGEST CANNON IN THE WORLD:

HULISHAN FORTRESS

XIAMEN CHINA
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£l Introduction B

Hulishan Fortress was an outcome of the "Westernization Movement” in the late Qing Dynasty of Chinn

The construction of the Fortress lasted for 2 years and 8 months, from March 8, 1894 1o November 8, 1896,
The Fortress co an area of more than 70 thousand square meters and the castle covers an area of over 13
thousand square meters, Its subsidiary facilibies include the east und west batteries, secrete tunnels, o
depots, barracks, offices, hill-top lookouts, ete. It is a semi-dome-shaped and semi-wall-shaped st
both the European style and the architectural characteristics of the Chinese Ming and Qing Dynasties.

The two Krupp cannons ot Hulishin Fortress (only one now exiéts) were manufactured by Kripp Munitions
Factory in 1893, Each cost about 80 thousand ounces of silver. The caliber of the cannon is 280 mm, It has 84
pieces of rifling. The total length of the cunnon is 13.9 meters. Its shooting mnge is 16 thousand meters. Besides.
there are two 120 mm auxiliary cannons and 12 smaller two-wheel steel cannons at the Fortress,

On March 28, 1897, each newly installed cannon fired three shells for trial. 1t was so powerful that houses in
nearby Zenpeoo'an villages wete shaken down and cows weie so seared that some jumiped | meter high becouse

PN on

ture with

of the deafening volces.

Because of its important position, lurger size and good facilities, Hulishan Fortress became the central and
commanding fortress among the 8 forts in Xiamen. That was something for the t'mi‘i{fn intruders to fear of.

In mid-August, 1900, on the excuse of the buming of Dongbenvuan Temple, the Japunese maring suddenly
Tunded in Xiamen in an attempt (o occapy the city. When the officers and men t Hulishan Fortress learned the
news, they took off the gun covers and mmed round the cannons to aim at the Japanese warships near Gulengyu
Island and the Japanese consulate on the Island. The Japanese were awed by the powerful strength of the

Chinese cannons and were forced to retreal on August 31.
rec Japanese warships intruded into the puter port of Xidmen and shelled Baishi
indl the navy airport at Zengeoo'an, The cannons at Hulishin Fortress und other

On September 3, 1937
Fortress, Hulishan Fortre
Fortresses fought back and sank the Japanese destrover “Wikatake Maru® . The other Japunese warships retreated

under the cover of the airplanes.
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—£] Stale and Party leaders are concemed about the Forress B

According to the principle of "repairing the old in line with its original designs and
', the Administrative Office of

characteristics in order to preserve the authentic works
Hulishan Fortress pays great attention to the protection of the historical relics and obtains

appreciations from the State and Party leaders.

Chinese President Hu Jin-tao visited Hulishan Fortress on June 19, 1999, He was very
much impressed by the hundred-years-old Krupp cannon that was so well preserved and
could still be moved up and down. He praised the good protection of the historical relic.

In the past few years, Party and State leaders, such as Hu Jin-tao, Li Rui-huan, Wang
Zhao-guo, Chi Hao-tian, Shimayi'aimaiti, Wang Han-bin, Wang Guang-ving, He Guo-
qiang, etc. visited Hulishan Fortress successively, They either wrote a few words of
commemoration or appreciation or wrote poems and drew pictures for the Fortress.
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HRAERESRE.

President Hu at the ancient Fortress

HMEEEELES
President Hu at the ancient Fortress




—=1 State and Parly leaders are concemed about the Forfress B

Mr. Li Rui-huan, former Chairman of the Chinese National People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Mr. He Guo-giang, member of the Political Burean of the Chinese Communist
Party, in front of the Krupp cannon at Hulishan Fortress

FERTCHH BB S
Mr. Li Rui-huan writing an authograph as a memento at the Fortress
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18415E8H A RIS AR HEESES
In August, 1841, a mighty British fleet shelled Changlie Fortress in Xiamen,
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In August, 1841, British warships attacked Xiamen, Because of the great disparity
in strength, Changlie Fortress in Xiamen was occupied and all of its cannons were
thrown into the sea.

The battle at Changlie Fortress made the advocates of Westernization strongly
aware that backwardness of the weapons was sure to put up with beating and
foreign weapons should be used to cope with the outside invaders. Therefore. the
advocates of Westernization headed by Li Hong-zhang visited many countries to
investigate weaponry. They finally decided to buy cannons from Krupp Munitions
Factory in Essen, Germany. The two Krupp cannons at Hulishan Fortress were the
histarical outcome of that time.

HEZESEMEIEE—HER

The deathly stillness of Changlie Fortress that had been destroyed by the British army.
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Part of the memorial presented by Mr. Tan Zhong-lin, governor of i.i 4
Fujian and Zhejiang Provinces. to the Qing Emperor concerning the :
purchase of cannons, in which Emperor Guang Xu wrote in his own
hand: " AGREE".
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Using foreign weapons to cope with oufside invaders B

'ricrr11an)', in 1886
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1890E%E . FRFFERHEHEE. (LRESHERE)
In 1890, Mr. Li Hoiig-zhang, the Prime Minister of Qing Dynasty of China (on a wheel-
chair) paid a visit to the Krupp family.

1830 %, FREFHEMERFEBRS TS,
(HELFEE)

In winter of 1890, Mr. Li Hong-zhang (on a
wheelchair) paid a visit to Meppen proving ground
in Essen, Germany.
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In 1890, the Chinese special royal envoy (the eighth from the left) visited the proving

ground in Meppen artillery range in Essen, Germany and took a picture with the Chinese
artillery students there.
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183012818, MEFRERAERITEERTHENER
On December 1. 1890, the ambassador of Qing Dynasty in Berlin passed on a

telegram from Mr. Li Hong-zhang to Mr. Krupp.
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FRERTBENG
The poem that was sent to Mr, Krupp with the compliments from Mr, Li Hong-zhang

1
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18904F, FEEFSARERGRN GHLBLSBIBERTHELE.
In 1890, Chinese artillery students firng a 280 mm Krupp cannon on Meppen artillery-
tange in Essen, Germany

TEEFEEMERENHT THGEEM,
Gun-drill of Chinese artillery students under the instructions of a German director on
Krupp artillery-range
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HERFERHTHOAEEENTE R ERUNTHBRE
On Meppen artillery-range in Essen, Germany, Krupp cannons were being lifted
by the cranes

HED KIS E ) iR

A thick steel wall was pierced through by different types of cannon shells.



