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Introduction

When fell in illness, people prays to the Marquis and People come a long way with
walking sticks to pray for help from the Marquis, who has alone so much in favour for
the mankind , as by Yangzhi and Zhuangxia of the Song Dynasity, there are many
such sayings which elemonstrate the long lasting worship towards Master Wu by
people from Fujian and Taiwan Provinces.

It was Master Wu, a practioner who lived a long time ago in the Song Dynasity,
that the Eastern Ciji Temple in Qingjiao is dedicated. The famous medical man has
long been believed as The God of Medical Practices and Guardiance and enjoyed many
special titles conferred by various imperial dedree in memorial of his achievements
and kindness after his death. The temple was first built some eight hundred years ago
in the Southern Song Dynasity, and featured by towering buildings with beautiful
decorations. With the recent re-decoration, it is now even more outstanding and was
declared significant historic spot for its long history, vast extent and valuable
collections by Xiamen Municipality and Fujian Provincial Government.

With Qishun Mountain on its right and Longgiu Spring on its left, the Eastern Ciji
Temple situates in a well known natural beauty spot where Master Wu spent his life
time practising medicien. The place is 10 kilometers away from Xiamen in Haichang
Investment and Development Zone and enjoys easy access from both land and sea,




which makes it an exellent tourism resource and improtant sence of religious cere-
monies. All these have attracted the Taiwaness people to come and seek for their root
on the motherland, which makes the place a symbolic link between people across the
Taiwan Strait.

This picture album is intented as an introduction to the Eastern Ciji Temple in
Qingjiao so as to enhance people’s understanding towards this important histoic spot.

The album mainly consists of color photograph from various sources. Aiming at
offering a full insight of the Temple as well as the worship towards Master Wu by
people from both sides of the Taiwan Strait, it includes: (1) The biography of Master
Wu and associated legends; (2) The beauty of Qingjiao such as the history and
archeteture of the temple, the antique art collections and the surrounding natural
beauties, etc.; (3) The religious ceremonies held by people from Southern Fujian and
Taiwan in memorial of Master Wu; (4) The academic imformation of recent research
into Master Wu’s achivements; and (5) A visit to Taiwan by a delegation from the
Board of the Eastern Ciji Temple.

The editors would be very pleased should this album be able to meets the cited
goals and be of any contributions to the readers. This album is jointly published by the
Board and Administration of the Eastern Ciji Temple in Qingjiao and the
Administration of Yuanbao Temple in Taizhong. The editors would like to extent their
special gratitude to Mr. Lai Huanzhang, chief excecutive officer of the Administration
of Yuanbao Temple in Taizhong, whose kind and constant assistance has been a great
contribution to the success of an edition process lasting from the Autumn of 1993 to
the Summer of 1994.
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