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Combates das Epocas da Primavera e QOutono

Bronzes do Império Jin Descobertos no Mausoléu do Ministro Zhao em Taiyuan
.

Spring and Autumn Warfare Period

Taiyuan Bronzes dating from Jin's Empire found at Minister Zhao's Mausoleum
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MENSAGEM

O estudo, a compreensao e o conhecimento da cultura de um povo passa muitas das vezes pelos raros e precdrios
testemunhos da sua histdria trazidos até aos nossos dias. Quase sempre esses testemunhos sao traduzidos em achados
arqueoldgicos que por sua vez sao estudados e catalogados para uma posterior andlise. A sua fungao bdsica, a interpretacao
contextualizada no espago e no tempo, traduz-se no saber arqueoldgico e histérico do modo de apreciar a arte ¢ o
engenho pessoal e colectivo de determinados grupos sociais e suas geografias. E deste modo que podemos apreciar a
profusdo ao nivel representativo, técnico e socioldgico da sociedade milenar chinesa, pela primeira vez exibida fora de

portas do Império do Meio.

No inicio do més de Julho de 1987, ao sul dos subtrbios da cidade de 747 Yuan na Provincia de Shanxi, China,
cerca de 1350 tumulos foram descobertos ¢ avaliados como pertencendo a um periodo lato entre a dinastia Xia ¢ Song.
Entre as 700 escavagoes levadas a cabo, 2 importantes escavagoes se destacaram, a tumba de Zhao Qing e a tumba do
cavalo do préprio Zhao Qing com a respectiva carruagem. Daqui se retirou um conjunto de pegas para a exposicao agora
presente ao publico de Macau. Sao 109 pegas de bronze de uso didrio e objectos de prdticas rituais datadas sensivelmente
dos finais do periodo Primavera e Outono. Os bronzes encontram-se profusamente decorados com motivos vegetalistas
e geométricos, intrincadamente finos e em baixo relevo, de composicoes diversas, dos quais se destacam a representagao

do pdssaro Fénix, as serpentes, o dragao e as pétalas da flor de Létus.

O estudo da sua técnica permitiu antever que a tecnologia utilizada na fundigio e moldagem do bronze, terd

atingido niveis de exceléncia sé agora descobertos pela primeira vez no campo da Arqueologia.

Com vista a intensificagao do intercimbio cultural e num esforco conjunto entre o Instituto de Estudos Arqueolégicos
do Departamento das Reliquias da Provincia de Shanxi e a Camara Municipal de Macau Provisoria, organizamos esta
Exposicao de Objectos de Bronze do Ttumulo Zhao Qing do Reino Jin de 1ai Yuan num espago priveligiado da cidade,

que é o Museu de Arte de Macau.

A Camara Municipal de Macau Proviséria tem o raro privilégio de poder mostrar aos cidadaos de Macau, pela
primeira vez, estes magnificos artefactos da tecnologia chinesa para uma compreensio global do tecido socio-econémico

de uma época.

José Luis de Sales Marques

O Presidente da Camara Municipal de Macau Proviséria
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MESSAGE

People’s study, comprehension and knowledge of the culture is realized through historical evidences, rare, precarious
and surviving to this day. Nearly all the evidences are referred to the archaeological discoveries that to themselves are
studied and catalogued for a later analysis. Its basic function, a contextual interpretation in both time and space leads to
the historical and archaeological knowledge in order to appreciate the art, the collective and personal talents of certain
social groups, and the corresponding geographies. It is in this way that we can appreciate the abundance of technique

and sociology of Chinese millennial society, exhibited for the first time outside of the Middle Empire.

At the beginning of July of 1987, in the south of the suburbs of 7i Yuan, Shanxi province of China, about 1,350
tombs were discovered and estimated as belonging to a wide period between the dinasty Xiz and Song. Among the 700
excavations carried out, 2 important excavations stood out, the tomb of Zhao Qing and the tomb of the horse of Zhao
Qing with the respective carriage, from which a group of pieces were selected for the present exhibition in public of
Macao. There are altogether 109 pieces of bronze for daily use and objects of practical rituals, dated at the end of Spring
and Autumn Period. These bronzes are decorated profusely with vegetarian and geometrical motifs, intricately fine, in
low relief, and of various compositions, among which stand out the representations of phoenix, snake, dragon and petals

of lotus.

The study of bronze technique permitted to anticipate that the technology of its foundry and molding would have

reached an excellent level, which was only now discovered for the first time in the field of Archaeology.

For the purpose of intensification of cultural exchange and joint efforts between the Archaeological Studies Institute
of Relics Department of Shanxi Province and the Provisional Municipal Council of Macao, we are organizing this
Bronze Exhibition of Zhao Qing Tomb in the Realm of Jin of 7ai Yuan, in a privileged place of this city, which is the Art

Museum of Macao.

The Provisional Municipal Council of Macao has the rare privilege to show to the citizens of Macao, for the first
time, these magnificent artifacts of the Chinese technology for an overall comprehension of the social-economic situation

at that time.

José Luis de Sales Marques

President of the Provisional Municipal Council of Macao
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MENSAGEM

Em resultado dos esforgos conjugados e intensos preparativos, a Exposicao das Preciosidades de Bronze do Tumulo
de Zhao Qing (Ministro Zhao) abre hoje solenemente. Em primeiro lugar, seja-me permitido estender calorosas
congratulagoes, em nome do Departamento de Patriménios Culturais da Provincia de Shanxi, a inauguragio feliz desta
exposigao e enderegar sinceros agradecimentos aos amigos de Macau que tém envidado grandes esforgos para a realizagao

desta exposicao.

Shanxi ¢ um dos ber¢os importantes da civilizagao chinesa. Durante milénios, o Rio Amarelo nutriu esta terra
amarela do Norte, onde se sedimentam a histéria e a cultura esplendidamente e onde crescem flores vistosas da civilizagao
humana. Shanxi ¢ uma provincia conhecida pela riqueza das suas reliquias culturais. Sabe-se hoje, que existem mais de
35,000 reliquias imdveis em Shanxi, de variedades abrangentes, de extensio dilatada, de ricas conotacoes, de valores
inestimdveis e de beleza artistica sublime. Sendo Shanxi a Terra Natal de Yao, Shun, Yu, trés dos reis lenddrios da China
Antiga, os vestigios culturais histéricos espalham-se por todo o territério, e cujo brilho constitue os primeiros raios de
esplendor da civilizagao chinesa na sua fase inicial. Sendo Shanxi o centro do antigo reino Jin, os magnificos artefactos
de bronze desenterrados, os do timulo do principe do Jin (Dinastai Zhou), em Xintian (actual cidade de Houma),
capital do reino Jin da Era da Primavera e Outono, ou os pertencentes aos reinos Han, Zhao, Wei da Era dos Reinos
Combatentes, encerram arte e técnicas de fundigao e de moldagem do bronze que sugerem nao s6 o nivel avangado do
desenvolvimento e da produtividade da China naquela altura, mas também a profundidade cultural da Nacao. Shanxi
como centro politico, econémico e cultural do Norte da China durante as Dinastias do Norte e do Sul, e as Grutas de
Yungang de renome universal, com as volumosas reliquias legadas pelas Dinastias do Norte, sao clementos de grande
importancia para os estudos de intercambio e miscigenagio da cultura de lavragem da regiao central chinesa e da cultura
de pradaria, bem como para os estudos da Rota da Seda e da comunicagio entre o Oriente e o Ocidente. Shanxi é o
tesouro da arte arquitecténica da China antiga, encontram-se nesta terra o salao principal do Templo Nanchan, que ¢ o
mais antigo entre os congéneres, o salao lateral leste do Templo Fuoguang, ambos datados da Dinastia Tang e situados no
Monte Wutai; a impecdvel Torre de Madeira emYinxian; a Casa Memorial do Jin que combina as artes de jardim do
estilo tipico do norte da China, da arquitectura da Dinastia Song ¢ da miniatura colorida de barro; o exético Templo
Xukong, suspenso no ar e situado no Monte Heng; o Templo Yongle que ¢ o maior templo taoista da China; a cidade
antiga de Pingyao, que figura na lista do patriménio mundial; o Templo Wusheng que € o maior do mundo entre os
templos que consagram o General Kuangdi, e a cultura do Pdtio de Comércio Jin universalmente conhecida. Sao herancas

que resultam da inteligéncia do povo de Shanxi, que traduzem a viralidade e o charme da cultura milenar, que atraem



milhdes de visitantes chineses e estrangeiros e que estao a desempenhar um papel cada vez mais importante na construgao

econémica e cultural de Shanxi e nas trocas culturais entre a China e outros paises.

Os bronzes patentes nesta exposi¢ao foram desenterrados do Tumulo de Zhao Qing na cidade antiga de Jinyang
em 1988. Neste magno timulo e de alta categoria, encontram-se mais de 3,300 objectos funerais, dos quais, mais de 1,
700 sao de bronze. Estudos preliminares apontam para que este importante timulo pertenga a um fidalgo do final da
Era da Primavera e Outono, e que representa o nivel de ponta da cultura de bronze Jin na passagem da Era da Primavera
¢ Outono para a Era dos Reinos Combatentes. Para esta exposi¢io em Macau, selecciondimos um conjunto de 109 pegas
de bronze de alta qualidade descobertas no Timulo de Zhao Qing, pela primeira vez exibidas, como um presente de
Outono dureo, aos compatriotas de Macau no seu retorno a Terra Mie. E nosso desejo que através desta exposigio, os
compatriotas ¢ amigos de todos os circulos sociais de Macau possam conhecer melhor a espléndida cultura tradicional da
nacio chinesa ¢ conhecer ainda mais Shanxi, localizada no remorto Planalto de Areia Amarela, com o fim de reforcar os

lagos de intercimbio e cooperacio cultural e econdmica entre Shanxi e Macau.

As herangas culturais de Shanxi, legadas pelos tempos antigos, nao pertencem apenas ao povo desta provincia,
como constituem também riquezas comuns da China e de todos os seres humanos. Vamos servir-nos do intercimbio
cultural, desta ponte de ligagao, para desenvolver esforgos conjugados e incessantes no novo milénio, com vista a contribuir

para a prosperidade da China, a estabilidade ¢ o desenvolvimento de Macau e a evolugao global da sociedade humana.

B

Shi Lianxiu
Director do Departamento de Patriménios Culturais da Provincia de Shanxi

Macau, aos 22 de Setembro de 2000
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MESSAGE

Through our mutual efforts and active preparations, the Exhibition of Rare Bronzes from the Tomb of Zhao Qing
(Zbhao Jianzi), Taiyuan finally opens here today. First, please allow me, on behalf of the Administration of Cultural Relics
in Shanxi Province, to extend my warmest congratulations on the successful opening of the exhibition, and my most

heartfelt gratitude to our dear friends at Macau who have worked so hard to make this exhibition possible.

Shanxi is one of the few cradles of Chinese civilization. The Yellow River that has nurtured this land of yellow earth
for thousands of years also witnessed the vicissitudes of history and nourished splendid cultures in the history of this
northern land. Shanxi Province is famed for its rich and precious deposits of cultural relics. To our present knowledge,
there are 35,000 irremovable cultural relics found in Shanxi, which are rich in variety, large in extent, superior in
aesthetic value and splendor. Legend has it that Shanxi is the native land for the sagacious kings Yao, Shun and Yu of
ancient China. The prehistoric cultural relics that spread all over the land indicate the aurora of early Chinese civilization.
Shanxi is the center for ancient /in Kingdom; and the fine bronzes unearthed from the tomb of the king of fin Stare in
the Western Zhou Dynasty, from Xintian—the capital of /in (the present Houma city) in the Spring and Autumn
Period, and from the States of Han, Zhao and Wei in the Warring States Period, embodies magnificent technique in
both casting and decoration, which suggests the advanced state of productivity and the profundity of culture at that
time. Shanxi is the political, economic and cultural hub for northern China during the Southern and Northern Dynasties.
The world-famous Yungang Grottoes and plentiful cultural relics handed down from the Northern Dynasties are of
great significance to the studies of the exchange and integration of the agricultural culture of central China and grassland
cultures, and to the studies of the Silk Road and the transportation between China and the West. Shanxi is a treasure
house of ancient Chinese architectures, where we can find the earliest Buddha Hall extant in China which locates on
Wutai Mountain, the unrivalled wooden pagoda located in Ying County, the /in Memorial Hall in Taiyuan that assembles
the landscape gardening typical of northern China and the art of architecture and colored sculpture of the Song Dynasty,
the wonderful Xuankong Temple which hangs in the air on the Heng Mountain, Yongle Temple—the largest Taoist
Temple in China, the largest shrine for General Guan Vi in the world, the old city of Ping Yao which is listed among
world cultural heritages, and the nationally-famous courtyard culture of /in. These entire cultural heritages are the fruits
of wisdom created by the people of Shanxi. Despite their old age, they are still full of vitality and charm, enchanting
thousands of visitors from both home and abroad. They are playing an increasingly important role in the course of

international cultural exchanges, and economic and cultural development of Shanxi.

The bronzes on exhibition this time were unearthed from the tomb of Zhao Qing near the old city of Jin Yang in

1988. The mausoleum with its over 3,300 funerary objects, more than 1,700 of which are bronzes, is grand in magnitude



and high-ranking in terms of funeral institution. Our pilot study shows that this is the tomb of an aristocrat in the last
stage of the Spring and Autumn Period, which reveals the peak level of bronze cultures at the turn of the Spring and
Autumn Period and the Warring States Period on the land of Jin. And this time, we have specia[ly chosen 109 fine
bronzes from the tomb of Zhao Qing as first-time exhibits for Macau, which is a special gift for our Macau compatriots
after their return to the mainland. We regard this exhibition an opportunity for our Macau compatriots and people from
all walks of life to acquire a better appreciation of the splendid traditional culture of the Chinese Nation, a better
understanding of Shanxi located on the Loess Plateau thousands of miles away, and an opportunity to open up possibilities

for further cultural exchanges and economic cooperation between Macau and Shanxi.

The magnificent cultural relics in Shanxi handed down from ancient times are not only precious treasure for the
people of Shanxi, but also cultural heritages for the Chinese people and the whole mankind. Let’s join our efforts in the
new millennium for the thriving and prosperity of our motherland, for the stability and progress of Macau, and for the

all-sided advancement of human society.

BT

Shi Lianxiu
Director, Administration of Cultural Relics

September 22, 2000
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