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e Cﬁapter I

MY CHILDHOOD
THE NEW AUTUMN SEEMED EVEN HOTTER

" than the summer.s Though it was night, and a little breeze

“blew in from the paper window, I was sweating all through

as my grandmother held me to her bosom. That day my mother
had beaten me with agleather strap. My skin was bruised and
my face was pitifully white in the silver moonlight.

Suddenly ‘I shivered and cried out. .

“My Precious,” said Grandmother, as ®he tenderly patted

‘me, “don’t cry again. If you waken Mother she will beat you

again.”
“I am not afraid of being beaten. Why doesn’t she beat me

33

to death?” 1 spoke loudly, as if I wanted Mother to know;

and in the next room Mother heard and was angry, but did ..

not speak.

“Precious, don’t be naughty after this,” said Grandmother.
“Because of you, your mother went through much torture.
Remember when you got a penny in your throat, and you could
not get it out or swallow it down, and for the whole day you
were like a dead child, with your eyes turned white and saliva
running out of your mouth. Your mother was so frightened
that she went twenty miles up the mountaih to call a doctor.
She spoke like an insanc person and kneeled down and said,
‘If anyone can save ‘my child, I will give him my life if he
wants it. Then, when you swallowed the copper down, she .
was afraid that it would suck your blood,.and that you might
not live. Sogshe sent men specially to. Paoching to buy ten
pounds of zseku herbs and etery day she A6oked through your
waste to see if the penny had come out. Another time, because
you wanted to play with a pigeon’s nest, you fell down from
the roof; your face was hurt, your whole body was icy cold;
you lost all consciousness. Tears ran down from your mother’s
eyes, and she hurried to get a doctor. Then, kneeling before

. the Buddha, she prayed, “Spirit, if my Phoenix Precious has any

bad luck, give it to me. I will go through it for her, but give
her health, happiness, and let me have all her bad luck! These

‘things you must still remember.”

I stopped crying and quietly listened to Grandmother telling
her stories about me.
g e
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“Oh! My heart and liver!” she sighed, and went on again.
“You are much too naughty; I don’t know where you came
from. Even in the first month your mother conceived you,
no matter what she ate, she threw it all up again. Even a
mouthful of water and a pea she had to throw up. Every day
she had a headache and a stomachache. When she reached
the last two or three months she suffered until she almost
wanted to commit suitide. But she thought of the sons and
daughter she hdd to care fqr, and changed her mind.

“Then came the critical Smc when you were going to enter
the world. Two days before, she said that *e had a stomach-
ache; she could not get up and did not want to eat, not even
to take water. She rolled on her bed in pain for two whole
days. Your head suddenly came out, and I thought your birth
was to be soon. I had a bellyful of hope, and I waited anxiously.
But after.a day and a night, that little hairy head was still in
the same place. Your mother’s energy was giving out. Your .
father was not at home, and I watched her alone and did
not dare to move away for one instant. But there seemed nothing
to do about it. After a long struggle, I told Sixth Grand-Auntie
to call a midwife. Ah, talking about a midwife really makes
people angry! Your mother had given birth to four children
before, and never needed a midwife. Every time it was over
in an hour. But who would have thought that this time after a
~ day and a night, you would not come out? The midwife came
‘to look and shook her head and said:

- “There is no hope. You had better prepare the last rites.
- “She could say a thing like that! Sixth Grand-Auntie urged
. the midwife to. get ild out and cried, ‘Anyway, you
must save. thewmoth if you have to sacrifice the child.
. “I 'was 50 worried 't ‘dn’t know what to do. But your
. mother had more ‘presence of mind and she mumbled, half
- weeping, {Mother, hurry tvﬁe Holy Ruler of the South Sacred
" Mountain and burn incense! If a boy comes, then when he is
sixteen, he will go and burn incense to give thanks. If it is a
girl, when she is twenty, I will take her myself and burn incense.”

“So T listened to her, and went and knelt before the god
and promised to burn ‘Blood Basin Incense’ in thanks for answer
to the prayer. And so at dawn you came out with a cry. Your
voice was so big that you woke the whole conrtyard.. Your
eyes were as bright as two lanterns. The eyeballs turned very
quickly, and your hands and fest never stopped moving. Sixth
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-Grand-Auntie sighed and said, ‘Pity it is a girl. If it were a
‘boy, surely he would be a high official. Look at those lovely
eyes!’ . :

“‘Boys and girls are the same,’ your mother said, very much
annoyed.

“So you must know that your mother loves you, even though
'she went through a lot of suffering for you. Precious, from
now on, you must think of your mother’s sufferings and her
love!”

Grandma thought I was asleep, but I was still wide awake,
istening quietly. In my mind, T acted out Mother’s giving birth
to me. But at the same time I carved deeply the memory
of Mother’s beating me for the first time with a leather strap.
I suspected that what Grandmother had told as Sixth Grand-
Auntie’s remarks were really her own, but because I loved
her so much, I did not say sg/to her.

My Family

N

Father was the only #n of Grandmother. He was born a
poor farmer. Grandméther often told us about her wedding
with my grandfather.” “My mother’s family was poor,” she said,
“but when I came to your family it was even poorer. Not
only was there no rice to eat, we could not even find two bowls.”

When I heard of this, I would ask her, “How could that be?”

“Let me tell you slowly. Your grandfather had five brothers.
Grandfather was number two. When Greatgrandfather was
dying, he left to each of them ten pounds of rice, a stool, and
a bowl. That was all his property. Your grandfather got just
one bowl, likeghe others. So, when I came, what was there
‘to do?” "

“Buy another one!”

“Yes, I did. For your grandfather was an honest and
hardworking farmer, so that whenever he worked for others,
the master always treated him well He earned money, and
not only could he buy bowls, but he could save money every
year. When he married me, I washed clothes for people every
day. I did hard work and carned a little rice too, and gradually
we were able to buy a set of farming tools. And borrowing
a little from others, we bought a cow. Then we rented a few
-acres of land. Oh! Talking about farming, I remember how
‘your father, when he was only seven or eight, liked to study
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y much. Every day when he went to watch the cow, he quietly
k a book and hid it in his jacket. When he got to the meadow -
~ would sit down and read. He did not care at all where -
‘the cow went, or whether it ate “other people’s wheat and
getables. Once he lost the cow and was so scared that he
d not return the whole day, and cried his eyes out. The next
day a neighbor found him. Your grandfather asked, why he
s so careless, and he said that he was reading “and had
orgotten. From then on your grandfather knew that he was
t a cowherd. He was born a bookworm. If he would work
‘hard, by and by Grandfather would send him' to take the -
Jimperial examinations. :
“When your father heard this he was mad with joy! He
died day and night. When at night there was no moonlight,
e would read under a lighted pine branch. Sometimes the
ranch even burned his fingers before he knew it. In 1891 he-
vent to take the provincial examination. As he had no clothing,
e wore my old dress inside, and I made him a new one te
wear outside. - Your grandfather carried his baggage so that
he people at the hotel took your grandfather for a servant
and did not attend upon him. When your father became a
candidate for the second degree, no one knew that this baggage

carrier was his father!” Grandmother laughed loudly.

~ Mother had no brothers and only two sisters. Her will was
very strong and she was a woman afraid of nothing. She ruled
the family affairs; when she married Father at sixteen, she
became quite well known in our village of Hsichtushan. She
" was clever and had great ability. In her mind, needless to say,
he had only thewraditional ideas of women’s obedience to men
‘and the feminine virtues and tht inequality of the sexes. She -
believed in Confucianism and valued it more than her own life.
. But whether at home or in society, she was always in the
_position of ruling others. Old and young, all listened to her,
and the village public property was put in her hands because’
she was honesr and public-spirited. In the village government
they nceded her even more. If something happened, and e
village council could not decide, they would ask for her advice,
and with a few words from her, the problem would be settled.

She was born with an indomitable spirit and a strong, capable-
Ycharacter. Who would pot be ‘afraid of her? Thus; she was.
not only the dictator of the village, but she treated her own:
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s and daughters like an emperor commanding slaves. W
d to listen to and obey her orders. Once Elder Brother took
s wife to live separately at Yiyang, five hundred /i away,
without letting Mother know beforchand. She immediately
ordered him to come back, and punished him by making him-
kneel down on the ground with a big foot-basin full of water
on his head. If he moved a little, the basin would fall, and
‘Mother would beat him on his bottom. Only after many people
. interceded, did she take the basin away.

. Once because Second Brother wanted to divorce his wife,
an old-type” woman with small feet, Mother banged on the
table and scolded loudly, “You who have studied for so long,
‘come home to do such a shameless, immoral thing! Don’t you .
| want to leave your ancestors some fage? If you want to divprce
© her, kill me first! But while I am still living, I will not allow
¢ this kind of disgrace to happen to our family.” Second Brother
knew that Mother’s will was too strong, and that if he divorced-
" his wife, he would sacrifice his mother’s life. So he endured it
until he spat blood and died. 'Second Brother remained lonely
till his last days.

As for my elder sister, she was gentler than a lamb. In the:
presence of Mother she dared not even talk loud. At eighteen
she married a man named' Liang and was cruelly treated by
her husband and her parents-in-law. Nevertheless, she always
| returned home saying how well her husband treated her,.
. knowing that if she didn’t say so, Mother would scold her
. for not knowing how to serve her husband. Many times I found
~ her crying in the privy, or waking at-night in tears in the middle
B of aidream. ' ¢ '

. Third Brother glso obeyed his parents, but he was a stronger
| character than Second Brother. *He, too, sometimes quarreled
with Mother, but if he wanted to do something he had a way
. of appealing to his parents’ hearts until they consented.

. As for me, it is a shame, for I was a comple tely rcbelhous child..

B Giiden Yeurs

I was Mother’s last child. Sistér was ten years older than I
. When I was just eight she was married. Two of my three
| brothers followed Father to the town to study. Elder Brother
. was already a school teacher. They returned twice a year, and
the winter and summer vacations were the time for our family

SR A




B BREARAFFFMB R AR AL R FHMEAH
—ARRERTRER -

BT TRESH > BRRT— #ﬁ#%&& #H
BRMEHR [ Ff > TEFHT » EEEAT 40N
BRC AFRELERFLTERA R ]

RYEARNEREALTESE » EREWER D 7
RMLERT > ERT—ER K —AN=FHRFFTH
KRR > RELERGET > EERWwNE

RTERREE » BAREERYFHAN 1 HET
s —EEBEAEEWRE » 15 0 R 2 A TG 7

Ff> pB8MAT | JSHAREZEHIERE KR
X REANBRARENG LI LB RGN T U o

&€ - #%?l
RBRABETIRDWAESFRBETRANEF b

 BRAERFEBRARER —HARTITR > AHE

Wi DRI > FATH > BRIK—ERDRAE o ]

REEEXWELBET » RARKEBTHRE » RTH R

KAEREUAIBER :
BEAETAMERE FRRRFFREL > HRD#

» BB GED » KA FRE B RGERITR—
ForaRd—HAANTHEER o

Wik

BHEARATERT » ARUBEASST » FHA |
MIEERLERE » BB R B2 T 3 BR% T 2
CRAXMERRE o

REFAXEA =DA% » P AN ETRE  #
NE2H ) BIRBRAE S REL » BEHE R
BTy

ST




therings. Every winter Mother prepared dry fish and smoked
neats and awaited their return. I envied very much their visits,
r they were treated like guests. Every time she received
etters from Father and my brothers saying when they would
turn, Mother would be so glad that she would pass one or
wo sleepless nights. .

She would cook the meal, put a new dress on me, and would
" say, “Dear, don’t dirty that dress. When Father returns, he is

_going to buy you some candies. Your brothers are going to
ring you toys.”

From the town to cur -home was a distance of ninety /. They
" had to climb over two high hills. Father rode in a sedan chair-

d hired a luggage man. Second and Third Brothers always
wore short trousers and straw sandals and ‘ran panting like the
‘boys carrying coal from the mines.

About five in the afternoon, Mother would take my hand
nd stand at the door and wait for them, until against the gray
nd cloudy sky, we saw far away a sedan chair coming.

“Darling, Father has returned!” Mother would cry, and go
in to prepare water to make tea. I and my ligtle black dog would
grace half a I/ to welcome them. :

“Father, where are the candies?” I would cry.

With both hands, I would hug Father’s neck tightly, like
2 monkey climbing a tree. The little black dog would wag its
tail and jump on Father. Second Brother often used a stick
" on him, but Father would say immediately, “Don’t beat him,
. don’t beat him! He is coming to welcome! us, like Precious.”
Even the baggage man would laugh. Only I held my mouth
and kept quiet. [ did not like Father comparing me to a little
dog. : ‘
At night under She long flame wof an oil lamp, father taught
my brothers ancient Chinese and taught me to sing the poems,

- and the singing of the poems often kept in rhythm with the
- sound of the spinning wheel, making an intoxicating music.

. The Girl Who Picked Tea Leaves

Because I would not obey orders and did not sit at home
. according to the rules, but played outside the whole day, Mother
~ gave me a hard task to do. Every day after breakfast I had
to go out and pick tea leaves.

— 13 — . 2

‘while Mother and Sister-in-law spun, so that Father’s tunes ;.
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