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A»ll of Helen Keller’s knowledge reached her mind

through her sense of touch and smell, and of course her
feelings.

To know a flower was to 'touch it, feel it, and 'smell
it. This sense of touch became greatly developed ‘as she got
older.

She once said 'that hands speak almost as loudly as
words. .

She said the touch of some hands ' frightened her. The
people seem so 'empty of joy that when she touched their
cold fingers it is as if she were shaking hands with a storm.

She found 'the hands of others full of sunshine and
warmth.

Strangely enough, Helen Keller learned to love things
she could not hear, music for example. She did this
through her sense of touch.

When waves of air beat against her, she felt them.
Sometimes she put her hand to a singer’s throat. She often

stood for hours with her hands on a piano 'while it was
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played. Once, she listened to an 'organ. Its powerful sounds
made her 'move her bodyin thythm with the music.

She also liked to go to museums.

She thought she understood sculpture as well as others.
Her 'fingers told her the true size, and the feel of the materi-
al.

What did Helen Keller think of herself? What did she
think about the tragic loss of her sight and hearing? This is
‘what she 'wrotelas a young girl:

“Sometimes a sense of lonelmess covers me like : hke a cold
mist — I sit _alone a ‘and wait at life’s 'shut door.. " Beyond,

there is light and music and sweet fnendshlp , but I may not

enter. Silence sits 'heavy upon my soul. ’
“Then comes hope with a sweet smile and says softly,

“There is joy in forgetting one’s self.” And so I try to

make the hght in 'others’ eyes  my sun ... The music in

others’ ears my symphony .. . The smile on others’ hps‘ my

happiness. " [333 words |
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'A. 1 think we should tell her how rude she’s being! Someone |
should tell her.
RIANARNZE /b E L 4HE! HZBASFIL!

‘B You just can’t do that in this day and age—we have to think of

something a little more tactful.
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__ Thomas Edison . America’s
Great Inventor

Thomas Edison’s 'major inventions were designed and

built |in the last years of the 'eighteen hundreds. However,
most of them had their 'greatest effect/in the twentieth centu-
ry. His inventions made 'possible the progress of technolo-
)

It is extremely 'difficult to find anyone living today who
has ‘not been 'affected in some way by Thomas Edison. Most
people on Earth /have 'seen some kind of 'motion picture or
heard some kind of 'sound 'recording. And almost everyone

has at least 'seen an electric light.
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These are only three of the many devices Thomas Edi-
son 'invented or helped to 'improve. People living in this
century have had 'easier and more enjoyable lives because of
his inventions.

Thomas Edison did not 'enjoy talking to reporters. He
thought it was a 'waste of time. However, he did talk to a
reporter in nineteen seventeen. He was seventy years old at
the time 'and still working on new devices and inventions.

The ‘reporter asked Mister Edison  which of his many
inventions he enjoyed the most. He answered quickly, the
phonograph. He said ithe phonograph was really the ‘most
interesting. He also said it took longer to develop a machine
to reproduce sound than any other of his inventions.

Thomas Edison told the reporter that he had listened to
many 'thousands of recordings. He especially liked music by
Brahms, IV%r_cli and Beethoven. He also liked popular mu-
sic, "

Many of the recordings that Thomas Edison listened to
in nineteen seventeen lcan 'still be enjoyed today. His inven-
tion makes it possible for people around the ‘world 'to enjoy
the same recorded sound.

In nineteen thirteen, a popular magazine at the time
called Thomas Edison the most useful man in America. In
nineteen twenty-eight, he received a special 'medal of honor
from the Congress of the United States.

Thomas Edison died on January sixth, nineteen thirty-
one. In the months before his death he was still working
very hard. He had asked the government for legal protec-
tion for his last invention. It was patent number one thou-
sand ninety-three. [344 words ]




