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Lesson 1

On Learning Spoken English

Brown: How long have you studied
English ?

Arita: Quite a few years. But if
you mean the study this time, I
have been studying for nearly three
months.

Brown: 1 don’t quite follow you.
What do you mean by that?

Arita: Well, like all Japanese stu-
dents I studied English in my school
days. We learned how to read and
translate from English into Japanese
and vice versa, but we weren’t
given enough practice in speaking
English. So recently T began to
take a course in spoken English.

Brown: I see. Now I understand
what you mean,

Arita: Since I've read quite a few
English books, I know a good many
words and phrases. The trouble
is I can’t use them in conversation
because speaking was entirely

neglected at school, I'm suffering
from it now.
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Arita:

Brown: Thatseems to be the trouble

with many people. However, it’s

no use crying over spilt milk.

You’re not the only one who had a
bad start.

Now that I'm expecting to go

abroad shortly, naturally I am very
anxious to learn enough to get
along with. It must be awful to

visit a foreign country without
being able to use the language.

Half of the pleasure would be gone
if one had to live like a deaf-mute.

Brown: 1 quite agree with you. A
great many people imagine that

conversational English can only be
learned at a mother’s knee, but
that isn’t guite true. You can still

get busy and learn to speak it.

Arita: Is there any short-cut, I

wonder?

Brown: I’'m afraid not. You see,
a language art is mainly a skill
just as piano playing or automobile
driving. We learn to play piano

* by playing and drive a car by driv-
ing. The same is true with learning
alanguage. There is no other way.

" The more we practise the better we

become. Try to learn useful sen-
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tences by heart, and make other

sentences after such models.
Anyone who has the ability to learn
can learn to speak English. Of
course a person who has a good
memory will make better progress.
Arita:

Brown:

What about grammar?
Grammar is useful, but it is
wrong to imagine that one can
learn to speak a foreign language
by rules of grammar.

Arita: Maybe, but
feel they need some kind of guide

many people

and claim that grammar is it.
Brown: Of course, grammar is of
but it
You’ve got to bear in mind that
learning to speak a language is a

matter of habit forming. There-

help, isn’t  everything.

fore, constant practice is essential.

Arita: What you mean is that
practice makes perfect.
Brown: That’s exactly it.
¥
spoken |'spoukn] i,
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neglect [nig’lekt] 423, Zms
sufer from [‘safs] &... % 4%
use [ju:z] #jY

cry [krai] 585

spilt  [spilt] %, o

start ['sta:t] Jr#h, I
naturally ['nztforali] AR
anxious to [‘znkfos] R
pleasure [pleza] ik
deaf-mute [‘def ‘mju:t] Zm; A
imagine [i'm=dsin] #ig

conversational [kanva'seifansl] £

1!

knee [ni:] &

short-cut  ['fa:t kat] 2

art fa:t] R

mainly [‘meinli] FEN

skill ['skil] ¥z

automobile ['>:tsmoubi:]] HE

R

on learning.., %Fax:3y ..,
this time x—x%

I'see Rkt

a good many {E%

after such models 3%

you see {TRFHEIHERAIZ,

useful [jusful] FHHERY
sentence [‘sentons] 4F
heart [ha:t] .,

after [‘a:fte] M
model ['madl] &%
ability [o’biliti] gk
memory [‘memori] gz,
progress [‘prougres} ifif
grammar [‘grems] &k
rule [ru:l} #m

guide [gaid] Xm0, 5
claim [kleim] &%

help [heip] #5)

habit [hebit] 33
forming [‘f2:min) i35
constant ['konstont] #f£E, jEzr
essential [i'senfol} 47T/
perfect ['po:fikt] z=z
exactly [ig'zaktli] IF#
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How long have you studied? 2 “B[II7EN k23T £08 W7 HEE,
BRI ERRR R EARETR T, have been studying, W T
BN IR R4k Hr 3],

How long have you lived in Japan?
(ERERFESZAT? )

How long have you been living here?
(FEXBHLAT? O

quite a few ¥ quite f1 a few EE—EAN, T2 “”, R “E%
£” . FAfE, abit g 4—gdsr o BT 4 quite B Y
g” TO
Do you know any people there?

(MEBEHFF2#ATG? O
Yes, I know quite a few.
(F, BAHESZ, )
Please give me a little bit.
(HEEER—E, D

He gave me quite a bit.
(B TRES,

I don’t quite follow you. B RABEEAHHERSTM,
I don’t follow you. N “FilBiRE” #Ef “Wradi” .
Do you follow me?

CRUTRRIED? D

What do you mean by that?
ERTHRAFHENAENA.

We weren’t given £ 5 We didn't have [, &% kB3N
na” 2¥. #lan
We had only 30 minutes for funch. f1 We were given only 30 minutes
for lunch.  BAWUMRBLL “FREAGZ o8, (Hi
BUBANBENRE,




a course in spoken English HigEF lessons {%# course, “K[a]f2
course fEX—4FERH, ifi lessons MR,

be neglected F7FiE MTTHZBE T, WRELEEVUA ignore.

I'm suffering from it. JFt from FHRIFEH, :

He suffers from headaches. ¢ 83958, )
His business suffered owing to his long illness.
CHTRBERTEGOBLRE, D

the trouble with many people “BE ARG E” , “ZHANHE
B .

The trouble with me is that I keep forgetting new words.
(BRRIMBORBIC R LR, )

It’s no use crying... WBEFFENED. T HASELI0N0
ing.

It’s no use worrying about it.
CGELB®A. )

It’s no use going there now.
(HEXBEHFTFHE. )

Crying over spilt milk  XEIEHBUF— MLk, B—LLTE
PEERS, BHPBETERHE, TEXLH, LAE, Bt
PITHER,

It is no use crying over spilt milk.

. CEPITETRORA, B, EXanEE, 8868, )
Now that JIERR Z &, now RE#HEH, —REEH that,
Now that you are here, you'd better stay.
CHERERET, FBEET. D
Now that you are well again, you can work.
(BERBEARETT, BEIULET. D

I’'m expecting to go abroad. HFIETEES.
expecting to SFH DREVHKIE, HHHFCOHE,

be anxious to (do) B

6




be anxious about Hip, Hi&
I am anxious to go abroad.
CERRELERS O
[ am anxious about his health.
CRILEREE, )
We had a very anxious time until we got a letter.
CRIOMEEIMERG Z0, —HRELR, D
learn at a mother’s knee “{EfpsgifF231" , OIANERIGE KL

#3,
get busy and..., FF5 {6, # get started > &, —EALEBHRL
HORNEMRRI R A,

I must get busy and finish this by Monday.
(RBFHHBIE, BEM—FEE, )
You must get busy and be on the way.
RSB T RERT, )
Is there any short-cut, I wonder? =1 wonder if there is any short-cut.
BRABREEER, BUEH 252 m,
I'm afraid not=I'm afraid there isn’t any short-cut. X I'm afraid
i No, there isn’t TR, BIFSALR,
The more...the better “g. . #&...”
The faster, the better. ¢ jRtiidsF, )
The cheapter, the better. ( #ETBIF, )
The harder you study, the easier it will become.
CEIRRBET, SRBES. )
learn by heart = memorize = commit to memory 3%, ig(E,
grammar isit “EHIERZ—HEM” . it AR “X—ERN” Z&.
FREEMIES., That's it. “REX”, M ALK,
you've got to JIFA got, WTFHBIAE, LEREAUFR,
You've got to work harder.
C RS ATAEBRES AL, )

t




bear in mind 4, &
Bear in mind what 1 say.
CGEERFERN. D

a matter of habit forming %5 >R,
It's a matter of practice.

(XR—MEIWEE, 435—BRANER, )

% ) 1
FEBREYEEATHER,
1. You must learn useful sentences heart, and make other sen-
tences such models.
2. You can not learn speak a foreign language rules
of grammar.
3. Thetrouble______ many people is that they were not given enough
 practice speaking English their school days.
4. I don’t know to translate this Japanese sentence
English.
5. Youmust in mind that _ practice is essential

learning to speak a foreign language.

- b3 | 2
R THI&DRR A,
1. REFAEEESEEYS, BEEESEFIERARSET.

. BABSERPBHEERE, BNSE-FLPZLBRT.
“Bpdrs” RRLARE?

. RRBERREIBRZEAUFELT.

L RESIHECAHRUMET, BERPIHRUNANRE,

(52T < B ]




Lesson 2

General Hints on Conversation
with Westerners

In associating with foreigners it is
their
This is especially true when

important to know social
customs,
carrying on a conversation, for you
may offend the other party without
actually intending to do so. Here
are some general hints.

1. If you don’t understand, don’t
hesitate to ask. Some Japanese seem
to feel that it is impolite to ask back
even when they don’t quite un-
derstand. However, it’s much better
to say that you don’t understand
than to pretend you understand and
answer and very vaguely. When you
don’t understand or haven’t caught
what was said, you may ask by say-
ing any of the following:

“I’m afraid I don’t understand you.
Would you mind saying it again.”
“I’'m sorry I don’t follow you.”

2. Always answer when you are

asked a question. Westerners con-

S - 2
REeAFAEE
B — i iER

MSMEARZEN, HENER
BTN LKA
FRRER, BAIRATERETCX
PR BT, XER—E—E
IR,

LInRIRFR T R 8 R REE
HrR. AERARALA KRR
ARLg, BIAE M AIHT A,
NP =R 31 ST Sridaa EEF 4
B THRIE TN S
FEAM BT R RS TT 1E
PRET LR RTF A5k ]

“RAKT RUFTIS. Rk
HEE—Tuy 7
“RARIRK T8 A
iﬁ © ,’

2 ARBAHAEE, BHAA




sider it very rude if a question is not
answered. They think it is an insult
to ignore a question. It is surprising
to find so many Japanese, particularly
girl students, merely giggle without
saying anything when they are spoken
to. This, no doubt, comes from em-
barrassment, but nothing is more

unpleasant for Westerners.

Evenif your answer may be a simple
“I don’t know,” or “I don’t un-
derstand,” you must say something.
If it is too difficult to answer in
English, you may say, ‘I understand,
but I don’t know how to answer.”

3. Speak out what you think.
Westerners express their opinions
freely. They feel it is natural for peo-
ple to have different ideas, and don't
mind hearing views that differ from
their own. You may express frankly
what you think or feel, though, of
course, you mustn’t be rude in your
manner of speech. Flat statements
such as “You’re wrong,” “You're
mistaken,” *You don’t know,” etc.
aren’t exactly bad, but it is preferable
to soften the tone. You might say,
“I don’t think you're right,” “I'm

10

AFREERGRIEE RILN. 4
AR XS R T &2 {5 &
A BAXAEROZRZER
A RERLHE, ARG
BER, —FRN, ARBXK.
I, XRENEE, 13, #
FEH N, BAEXE AR
BET,

RERE L4, BERREMN
BBEE R & “RT
BRE” hif, MRLTEREER
ERf, RETLIE “RET, TR
RAREMTEE, ”

S ELMEHRETAECHE
R BHFABHBERMTIOR
Re #ifiRA, AMNBEEATRE
MERERRK. BHit, WEm
RCAANB LK, 4% RE
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afraid you’re mistaken,” or *“You
don’t seem to understand.”

4. Don’t say only “Yes™ or “No”’,
The English use of “Yes™” and ‘““No”
is the same as in Japanese in affirma-
tive questions, but in negative ques-
tions the use is opposite. In ordinary
Englisih conversation it is usual to
add something after “Yes"” or “No"
like the following:

Do you understand ?

Yes, perfectly.

Don’t you know?

No, I really don’t.
May I see.it?

Yes, by all means.

3

general [‘dienarsl] —ARtdpg
hint [hint] BR, $#27
['westona] PE5 A
associate [o’soufieit] =k
social [soufsl] 24y, #Hg
custom [kastam] >Ji®
especially [is'pefali] 455,
offend [o'fend]
party [pa:ti]l —3%, H®mA, %
5%

actually ["axktjuoli} =xpn |-

westerner

R

DR T, 7 REW “REIER
NTHE. 7

4 RERE YR 4T,
RGN CRY B S/ EHE
e e, EREIRIENEIE
A, BIETEENEER, &
RERFMR, #EiEhiT “2”
® “T” S, —AREH -

L'Lt'lﬁy ;ZJ:

(TR T e

BH#), SEEWET.
S P

Ry W RAT,
RiEFEM

EH, RMRTILE,

£

intend [in‘tend) ##
hesitate [‘heziteit] jR&z
fimpatait] 3%
BpfE

pretend ([pri‘tend] {5
vaguely [veigli] mEBEa
consider
rude [ru:d] R

insult [insAlt] {5/
ignore [ig’no:] &
surprising [so’praizin] 5

impolite
even [i:vn]

[kan Slda] % jl.: ’ L/\ /j

11




particularly [po'tikjuloli] Joit
merely ['midli] RE

giggle [gigll {3

doubt [daut] kEER
embarrassment [im‘barssment]
AR, £F

unpleasant [an‘plezant] RN HRF
simple [’simpl] fJHEK
express [iks'pres] FBH
freely [‘fri:li] Bk
natural ['natforsl] HRAW
differ [‘difs] RF@

frankly [fragkli] B3

i
carry on kAR
the other party 3475

don’t quite understand R4 T
“BURE” LRE “FEE?

ignore a question
speak to R«
no doubt FTEEH
speak out  FEFCE R b B H
thesameas... 5--#FEH

manner [‘mzna] FH=x
speech [spi:tf] =#

flat [A=t] HETH
statement [’steitmont] pRAA
mistaken [mis’teikn] £%{2
preferable {’preforabl] ¥ REXH]
['softan] 481

tone [(toun] Fif

affirmative [o'fo:mativl HE®
negative [‘negativl EEH
—R&H
perfectly ['pa:fikth] 524-#h

soften

usual [ju:susl]

fr

=

Offend the other party GENFHRBE.

He is easily offended.
(RBERES. D

12




ask back fjnj, /B talk back, ;xR “TEL” 2%, call back fj
ETEREEN, RARTEMER TR, SEE “F—-2)likiidnd .
pretend &z, A ATER IR, BEFIRTREOHDY, BT E B,
TR AENE T, BOEIECRT, 2§ REALNH, XA T 4R, EHE 55
E PRI U 5
nothing is more unpleasant
(BEFLXERMET. >
Nothing is better than this.
(EFHERETNT,. D
too difficult to... “kKET, L7
He was too tired to work.
(EREELRETAHT. )
flat statements x flat (N0 “FER? , 8|k “SE%” , “H
BRTY”,
He refused flatly.
(EERTHHIBAT, )
Yes f1 No AHTEIRNERY, ST EmSEr. M No.
ReEBLCITG A Yes. F Yes if2 No SMrausigt. #ian,
Isn’t that her idea?
(BRI AL )
No, of course not.
(1 SRFEBHTRL, O
Yes, it is.
(R, RsERL.
Do you mind if I open the window?
(BAREAHRRSAET? D
No, I don’t.
(Z\" &;r E?o )
RE SR —FRE, BEMKEAREN, TEADARIRR.
R AR ER. AL, HRMBERL RN, BREAN X
BRI, TSRk, RELR0RE,
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