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An Overview of Xiamen Urban Construction

Forward

Shi Zhaobin

Situated on the west bank of the East Sea, neighboring Quanzhou in the north and linkin g Zhangzhou
in the south, and facing Taiwan in the East, Xiamen has been famous for its picturesque scenery made up of
a wide sea with flat and extensive sandy beeches on one side, and beautiful mountains with peculiar rocks
on the other. It is also a well-known prosperous port city that has been frequented by a large number of
merchant ships and businessmen from all over the world.

Xiamen is a city with a history of 600 years with the vicissitudes of prosperity and backwardness. It
has been one of China's important trade ports and a hub of communications with Taiwan and abroad since it
was first founded during the Hongwu Dynasty. After the Opium War, it was designated as one of the "Five
Trade Ports." During the 20s and 30s of this century, Xiamen was one of the ten biggest trading ports in China
with a flourishing scene of "thousands of stores everywhere and storage houses full of merchandise ranged
along the bank of the sea." The city had made great strides in construction at that time by creating the urban
pattern with the three Roads of Zhongshan, Siming, and Xiahe as the main axes and many minor roads and
lanes crisscrossing them and reaching every corner, and by erecting all kinds of buildings of various architectural
styles characterized by a combination of the East and the West. However, it suffered great damage during
the Japanese invasion. During the first 30 years after China's liberation in 1949, the economic and urban
construction developed at a very slow pace, as the two sides of the Taiwan Straits had been hostile to each
other. As a result, Xiamen, the former thriving city that once made a metropolitan appearance, became a small
isolated island town that developed its economy very slowly and looked old and worn with very backward
infrastructure.

The reform and opening up have turned a new page in the history of Xiamen. Since the founding of
the special economic zone, with the thoughtful concern by Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin and other state leaders,
under the correct leadership of the Provincial Party Committee and Government, the diligent people of Xiamen
have made new achievements and added an illustrious chapter to the urban construction. With attention being
firmly focused on the goal of building Xiamen into a modernized internationalport city of beautiful scenery,
following the principles of high starting points in planning, high standard in construction, and high efficiency
in management, the city has been developed vigorously. Now as a result of survey and broad soliciting of
opinions, a general urban development plan and specific plans for different regions covering an area of over
500 square kilometers have been completed. The city will be characterized by "one core with several centers,"
"one circle with several parcels and 'many stars surrounding the moon." As a result of priority always given
to infrastructure, raising funds through many channels, and construction undertaken in many forms, Xiamen
has recently built a number of main roads and a bridge, such as Hubin South and Hubin North Roads, Tongji
Road, Jiguan Road, and Xiamen Bridge; set up a number of water, power, and gas supply installations; finished
the construction of the largest airport in East China, the state first-class port and the advanced information
communication system; built Quanzhou-Xiamen and Xiamen-Zhangzhou Freeways; completed the electrified
transformation of Yingtan-Xiamen Railway. A convenient and fast transportation network by air, land and
sea, and a highly efficient information communication network have been completed so that Xiamen is getting
closer with the other parts of China and the outside world; the framework of a metropolis is being formed;
and the urban function of a regional center has been strengthened. With the principle of combining the
construction of the new urban areas with the renovation of the old, nearly 50 square kilometers of new industrial

zones like Huli Industrial Zone has been completed; the urban area has been expanded to 70 square kilometers
as a result
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Leaders' Concern

Xiamen is like a brilliant pearl fixed on the southeast coast of China, for which the leaders of the
Republic have always shown special, kind, and thoughtful concern: In J anuary 1984, the general designer
of China's reform, opening up, and modernizing reconstruction, the initiator and decision-maker for the
setup of special economic zones in China, our beloved Comrade Deng Xiaoping personally came to inspect
Xiamen; since December 1989, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, President of the State,
Chairman of the Central Military Committee, Comrade Jiang Zenmin, has personally come to inspect
Xiamen for three times... Since the founding of Xiamen Special Economic Zone in October 1981, the Party
and state leaders have come to visit Xiamen over 100 occasions. During the brief period of their inspection,
they have also paid great attention to the urban construction of Xiamen by listening attentively to the briefing
on the urban construction, going down to neighborhoods, factories, building sites of important projects,
and giving instructions. They have reiterated many times that Xiamen must follow the principles of high
starting points in planning, high standard in construction, and high efficiency in management. They sincerely
hope that Xiamen will be built into a magnificent and beautiful gate to the huge mansion of the Republic.
Under the attentive care and warm concern of the state leaders, Xiamen, the dazzling pearl on the southeast

coast of China, will become increasingly charming and resplendent with each passing day.
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