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A Short History of
the North District

History of the District

The North District of the New Territories was set up as an
administrative region of Hong Kong on October 4,1979. It is divided
into four parts: Sheung Shui, Fanling, Sha Tau Kok and Ta Kwu
Ling. The North District stretches north to the Sino-British border
with Shenzhen on the other side. The North District has a total area
of 168 square kilometres and is the second largest administrative
region in Hong Kong. Geographically, Kau Lung Hang is to the
south of it; Shenzhen River, to the north; Kwu Tung, to the west and
the outlying island Pak Sha Chau (Round Island), to the east.

According to the records of the Xinan Gazetteer in the 24th year
of the Reign of Jiaging (1820A.D.) and the Lockhart’s Report (1898),
the New Territories was primarily an agricultural district. Village life
evolved around two crops of rice a year, one in summer and one in
autumn. In the past, the community was largely an agricultural one
with the raising of animals a thriving trade in cattle, pigs and poultry
(mainly chickens, geese and ducks). Along the coastal area of Sha
Tau Kok, there were boat people such as the Tanka who relied on
fishing for a living, but now most of them have chosen to settle
down and work on land.
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