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PREFACE

This Symposium on Chinese Studies, of which the First Part is now
offered to the public, was commenced in 1961 as a contribution by the
members of the Department of Chinese at the University of Hong Kong
towards the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the University which took place
in that year.

The long list of eminent contributors who responded to the appeal
with the fruits of their scholarly labours is sufficient to show the camaraderie
and good will that exists in the world of Chinese scholarship. It also
shows how deeply rooted is the faith of the Chinese scholars in the values
of their culture, how persistent is their work, and how unflagging is their
interest. No matter how unpromising are the times, how pitiless the
economic pressure, how confusing the social changes, the scholars continue
their investigations whether into great problems of ethical and intellectual
principle, or into minute questions of historical and literary criticism.
Consequently there is never any shortage of material. The books, the
journals, the papers, the articles, that flow from the press unceasingly, bear
witness to an unquenchable source of spiritual and cultural life, which can
be traced to the hoary past. It is not surprising, therefore, that the
material contributed to the present Symposium soon surpassed the modest
limits of the one volume, which was originally planned, both in respect to
the length and to the number of the papers; and a second volume was
soon envisaged. It is thought advisable, however, to publish the present
volume of thirteen papers first; and to follow it with the second volume
of eleven papers as soon afterwards as possible. ~After that a third volume
of papers contributed in Western languages will remain to be prepared for
the press.

Of the twenty-four papers contributed to the first two volumes, six
are by members of the University staff; the remaining eighteen are by
eminent scholars who are related more or less closely to the University
itself or to individuals in it. But in either case, they need no introduc-
tion to the learned world. We are therefore the more grateful to these



scholars for taking so much time from the pursuit of their personal
interests, in order to devote themselves for a time to our particular
endeavour. In a casual glance at the list of authors, a number of out-
standing names will at once catch the eye. The range of topics found in
the Symposium shows the rich variety of subjects in which these scholars are
interested, and on account of which they are famed. We confidently com-
mend this volume to the public, as another example of the spontaneity,
the ingenuity, and the irrepressibility of the Chinese scholars, even in the
physical separation from their homeland, and in a sense exiled from their
country. They may indeed be cited as the world’s supreme example of
scholarship for scholarship’s sake.

Next, we wish to express our gratitude to the many Chinese friends
who have made possible the publication of this Symposium by their
generous donations. If the Chinese scholars are to be commended for
their belief in and devotion to pure scholarship, no less are the Chinese
merchants, administrators, and men of affairs, to be admired for their
liberal gifts and intellectual support. It is of frequent occurrence in China
that the great administrators are themselves great scholars. And great
scholars, through their general recognition as leaders of the community, are
often compelled, however reluctantly, to become men of affairs. Chinese
political philosophy, while recognizing economic welfare as the first concern
of the government of the state, always insists that ethics and learning,
which in China are two aspects of one principle, are its life and strength.
Hence merchant - administrator - scholar are not so unrelated as might be
supposed. The merchants are accustomed to making generous grants to
finance the labours of the scholars, as their contribution to the welfare of
the state and of mankind. So while we express our thanks to those who
have made such generous donations on the present occasion, we do so
against the broader background of China as a whole, and in the appre-
ciation of the fact that the support of the merchants is due to their belief
in the efficacy of what the scholars are doing.

Finally, a word about the Department of Chinese in the year of the
University’s Jubilee may not be out of place. Chinese Studies commenced



at the University of Hong Kong about thirty-seven years ago headed by
several eminent Chinese scholars and with the active support of Chinese
businessmen, with whose aid funds were raised and two buildings were
donated in 1931—a building for Chinese studies, and a Chinese Library.
Between the years 1933 and the commencement of the war in the Pacific
in 1942, there were twenty-two B.A. graduates specializing in Chinese
studies, and one M.A. graduate.

During the war years the University closed, but after the war the
Department of Chinese was revived and expanded together with the rest
of the University, and in 1952 with greatly increased staff and revised
syllabus it was more closely integrated with the Faculty of Arts, and its
Degree work was transferred to the Main Building of the University.
An Institute of Oriental Studies, including a Research section, a Language
School, and a Museum of Chinese Art and Archzology, was established
for the teaching of Chinese to non-Chinese students, and to facilitate
publications and research. A Journal of Oriental Studies was established,
and a number of important research works and text-books were published.

The number of undergraduates taking courses in Chinese rose in
1960-1961 to a maximum of 191, of whom 66 were specializing in Chinese
subjects for the Final B.A. Degree examination. In the eleven years from
1952-1963, the total number of B.A. graduates specializing in Chinese was
174, and the number of M.A. graduates was 16. The number of students
in the Language School in 1963-1964 was 54.

The Editorial Committee appointed to manage the present publication
was composed of both staff and student members of the Department of
Chinese. Our thanks are due to the members of the Committee for
collecting and editing the papers, and for seeing the volume through the
press.

F. S. Drake

University of Hong Kong
March 1964
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