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I n the Disney movie classic Snow White, every-
- one remembers watching the seven dwarfs march mer-

rily off to dig in the diamond mines while singing, “Hi

ho, hi ho, it’s off to work we go...” In real life however,
not everyone views work with such gpggs_l_asm.

To be honest, most of us would admit that we’d rather_ avoid work. However, the opposite is also
true. Take ‘M” for instance, pepole who live to work instead of working to live.

So what is work and how can we nurture a healthy qutlook towards it? Simply put, work is the
result of energy we put into something over a period of time. Most of us want our work to be
meaningful, so we make sure we re devotmg our energy in the right direction. Work not only
gives us something to do, it gives our lives meaning and purpose. Without work. our lives become

_unfosused and can even become destructive. A friend of mine once told me that although it was
tiring when she had a job, it was more tiring for her when she was out of work, because she was
bored all the time.

The way we work often reflects the way we see the world around us and ourselves. When our
work is poor, it usually means that we don’t respect those whom we are working for and we have a
low view of our own self-worth. When our work is of high quality, it shows that we not only care
about whom we are working for but that we also have a healthy self-esteem.

This issue of Crazy English Reader explores some of the aspects of work and raises the very
important question of why we work. We hope that these articles will encourage and inspire you to
become a more content and productive worker. ¢«
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4 A Beautiful Mind
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“ The Nobel Prize win- i DURIZIRBF A - {54
ner John Forbes Nash Jr. still 2 X AAEringn, & B{#ﬁ'f‘iﬁyh =%
teaches at Princeton, and #%. 8% CGETW/ORE) PiXLEFSLIE

walks to campus every day.” HIFEJLFEIET. R 7— 1%
That these " commonplace K FFRIEZ B RETEN—

statements nearly brought #4. thfEi#EZFIE EMIAIESIIFATAY
tears to my eyes suggests the power of A Beautiful Mind, the 758 ERZHIFZAE, [EE AR —
story of a man who is one of the greatest mathematicians of all FH B/ E RS HE T B =4 /5 7 (4129
time, and also a victim of “’schizophrenia. Nash’s discoveries HI#R» BIPRELAR RE5 fih 25X FH5(=
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also believed for a time that Russians were sending him coded FER - "BE CEILRY FH
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A Beautiful Mind stars Russell Crowe as Nash, and Jenni- 5 R AEEIRIE, 20 IEE f0A1H) 2

fer Connelly as his wife, Alicia, who is pregnant when the first - 5% iﬁ 7/\58’ e
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at the same time betrayed him with frightening delusions. Crowe [ AfG##H57 2, 2Ufth A SRS S
AR —BEAR, BPERA

symptoms of his disease become appareﬁﬁt’feTls the story of a
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brings the character to life by “'sidestepping °'sensationalism
e e

and building with small behavioral details. He shows a man #</& F 2 H EAEBREA. M8
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1) commonplace ['’komanpleis] adj.
LY

2) schizophrenia [skiza'friznia] n. [{]
W F r 2LE

heory 756

4) sidestep ['saidsteplv. i %

5) sensationalism [sen'seifanalizm] n.
EREFE N

seminal ['seminl] adj. %f LG & B
fE KR

7) flaw [fio:] v. {4 BpG

8) frantic ['frentik] adj. IEHY

). i %

10) recluse [ri'klu:s] n. HEH

=)

9) fascinate ['fesineit] v
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who descends into madness and
then unexpectedly, regains the
ability to function in the aca-
demic world.

The early Nash, seen at
Princeton in the late 1940s,
calmly tells a scholarship win-
ner “‘there is not a single “semi-
nal idea on either of your
papers.” When he loses at a game
of Go, he explains: ‘I had the first
move. My play was perfect. The
game is "'flawed.” He is aware
of his impact on others (“I don’t
much like people and they don’t
much like me.”) and recalls that his
first-grade teacher said he was “born
with two helpings of brain and a half-
helping of heart.”

Nash’s schizophrenia takes a
llteral visual form. He believes he is
bemg pursued by a federal agent, and

st k=
imagines himself in chase scenes that
seem inspired by 1940s crime movies.
He begins to find patterns where no
el

patterns exist. One night he and Alicia
stand under the sky and he asks her to
name any object, and then connects
stars to draw it. Romantic, but it’s not
so romantic when she discovers his of-
fice thickly papered with countless
newspaper and magazine clippings
and connected by “frantic lines into
imagine atterns.

&"_dr\y.p‘

The movie “fascinated me about
the life of this man. When I sought
more information, I foumd that for
many years he was a '"recluse, wan-
dering the campus, talking to no one,

drinking coffee, smoking cigarettes,
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paging through piles of newspapers ahd magazines. And then one

day he paid a quite ordinary ¢ liment to a colleague about his
S |
daughter, hallmarking that Nash seemed better.

There is a remarkable scene in the movie when a representa-

tive for the Nobel committee comes visiting, and hints that he is

being “‘considered™ for the prize. Nash observes that people are

usually informed they have won, not that they are being considered:

“You came here to find out if I am crazy and would "'

erything up if [ won.”
up.

When he won the Nobel,
Nash was asked to write about
his life, and he was honest
enough to say his recovery is
“not entirely a matter of joy.”
“Without his
‘madness,” Zarathustra would

He observes:

necessarily have been only an-
other of the millions or billions
of human individuals who have

lived and then been forgotten.

'Screw ev-

He did win, and did not screw everything

” Without his madness, would
Nash have also lived and then
been forgotten? Did his ability
to penetrate the most difficult
reaches of mathematical
thought somehow come with a
price attached? The movie does
not know and cannot say. @
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J Love Lines From Famous Movies

BZRiE

The poet Petrarch probably put it best when he told his beloved Laura, “We’ll
always have Paris.” Hang on, that’s not Petrarch, that’s Humphrey Bogart to
Ingrid Bergman in Casablanca. See, the classics make classy Balentines, but
face it, most of us learned more about romance from Nora Ephron than Catullus.
So here is a cozy concordance of history’s most romantic movie lines.

“I’'m ... just a girl
standing in front of a
boy, asking him to
love her.”

Tulia Roberts to Hugh Grant in

Nouing Hill. (1999)

“If that plane leaves the
ground and you're not
with him, you’ll regret it.
Maybe not today, and
maybe not tomorrow,
but soon, and for the rest
of your life.”

Humphrey Bogart to Ingrid

Bergman in Casablanca (1943)

"l came here tonight because
when you realize you want to
spend the rest of your life with
somebody, you want the rest
of your life to start as soon as
possible.”

Billy Crystal. after breathlessly confessing his af-
fection to Meg Ryan in When Harry Met Sally
(1989)

“Just drive away and leave me
as | leave you... | don’t know
howtosaygoodbye. | can’tthink
of any words.”

Audery Hepburn to Gregory Peck in Roman

Holiday ( 1933)

CRAZY ENGLISH READER August 2002

“l love you. I've loved you
since the firstmoment | saw
you. | guess maybe | even

loved you before | saw you.”
Montgomery Clift to his ideal woman. Eliza-
beth Taylor, in A Place in the Sun (1951)

“A movie! That’s your
problem! You don’t want
tobeinlove. Youwantto
beinloveinamovie.”

Rosie O’Donnell to Meg Ryan in Sleepless

[

in Seattle (1993)
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The Matrix Reloaded
EETFEELEFE

B - BEAERNRE L

The following is an interview with Keanu Reeves, who
plays the starring role in the upcoming movie The Matrix
Reloaded which is the sequel to The Matrix and is scheduled

1999 & (BREFE D RIHEE
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& BRFFHEEMFELHER
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EREWHEBBRFHMERMGHEA. &l
RF@#EdkR+o98%, AHES
EROBEEE5ZEEERE, E5
HBEZRETEEHMBHEATUS
ZHELEE L

to be released in late May, 2003.

Question: The Matrix received
so much acclaim and success at
the Academy Awards, do you
think the bar has been raised in
regards to the sequels?

Keanu Reeves: I hope that
people who are fans of the film
will enjoy what’s being created.
The editing and sound and spe-
cial effects have been great
surprises. I'm just really happy
for everyone involved. It’s been
just great.

CRAZY ENGLISH READER August 2002

Question: How has it been film-
ing in Australia? Has it been
more laid back?

Keanu: More laid back? Not
really. Friday is different. In the
States, on Fridays you just keep
going. Here, it’s very civilized.
They go as much as they want
earlier in the week, but on Fri-
days they slow down and get
back to their other lives. It’s great.
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Question: How is it to be filming both
sequels at once?

Keanu: I've never filmed two films at
once. It feels like we’re just doing one
story. It really doesn’t seem different than
making one film - it’s just longer.

Question: Have you ever been in better
shape than you are now? Is the training
paying off?

Keanu: I don’t usually train this much.
We’ve been filming now for ten months.
That’s the challenge, to film and train at
the same time. It means that you come in
on the weekends and train at night. It’s so...
What'’s the expression in Australia?... “Full
on.” It’s pretty full on, which is great.

Question: Tell us about what you had to
learn this time around from a martial arts
perspective?

CRAZY ENGLISH READER August 2002

Keanu: I’m not really learning martial
arts. I’'m learning a kind of dance, really.
It’s movie kung fu. You still have to stretch
and you have to kick, but it’s not kung fu.
It’s more like jump, spin, hook, kick. It’s
dealing with kicking combinations. I also
use some weapons in this film. Ilearn how
to use four different weapons, which is
great.

Question: Is it true that you handed over
your profit-sharing points to the special
effects and design team?

Keanu: I wish people didn’t know about
that. Yeah, that was something that, uh...
I'll say yes.

Question: It’s a very generous thing.

Keanu: It was just something that I could
do which was great. @«
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World News

! Russia Is World’s Top 0il Producer
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Russia has beat out Saudi Arabia to become the
world’s biggest oil producer - at least this past February.
According to estimates compiled by the Paris-based
International Energy Agency, Russia pumped 7 mil-
lion "barrels per day last month compared to Saudi
Arabia’s 6.9 million barrels per day. Such an upset in
the rankings hasn’t been seen since the 1980s, when
the Soviet Union led the world in oil production.
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\‘:“é ~ While the “plunge and recovery in oil production

) “mirrors the c&iﬁtry’s economic health since 1990,

Russia’s possession of the top spot may be short-lived.
And oil production isn’t exactly what gets politicians
excited: Most oil companies get the bulk of theirre —
venue from exports, not domestic sales.

Last month, the United States came in third after
Saudi Arabia with 5.8 million barrels per day. Iran
and China followed with 3.3 million barrels per day
each. In February 2001, the rankings were the same
except for the No.1 and No. 2 spots. At that time, Saudi
Arabia plimped 7.9 million barrels per day against
Russia’s 6.5 million. & B TRERIEEI D)
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